SMITHFIELD TOWNSHIP ENVIRONMENTAL ADVISORY COUNCIL
MEETING - AUGUST 3, 2026 AT 7:00PM

A Meeting of the Smithfield Township Environment Advisory Council was held on August 3,
2026, at the Smithfield Township Municipal Center at 1155 Red Fox Rd, East Stroudsburg, PA
18301, and via Zoom.

Present were Chairman Eric White, Vice Chairman Mitch Bowyer, Kati Machovsky, Dr. Ken
LeSure, and Conservation & Recreation Director Dr. Alex Jackson. Councilors Todd Dailey,
Chris Bowers, and Dr. Michael Iovacchini were absent.

Also present were Joe DeBartolo and other members of the public.

1.

2,

Eric White called the meeting to order at 7:00PM.
The Pledge of Allegiance was recited.

Minutes:

a. July 6,2026 Meeting. Mitch Bowyer motioned to approve the minutes, Kati Machovsky
seconded. Vote: all in favor; motion carried.

Old Business:

a. Update: Save the Date: Annual 2026 EAC Network Fall Gathering on October 24,
2026.

Eric White noted that the EAC would keep this subject on the agenda moving forward,
and Dr. Alex Jackson said that registration opens about a month in advance.

b. Discuss: EAC Educational Priorities & Lighting Education.

Council discussed a draft lighting education tri-fold. Kati Machovsky said she liked the
tagline “light what you need, not your neighbor's bedroom.” Dr. Alex Jackson suggested
they could send this draft to the Supervisors and went over some of the details on the
draft, including a QR code link to the “request for investigation form.” Mitch Bowyer
said the tri-fold boils down a complex subject to something simple for ordinary people to
understand, and Council agreed. Council also discussed at length how to distribute the tri-
folds in the community and also some edits to the tri-fold. Mitch- Bowyer motioned to
send the lighting education tri-fold to the Supervisors with the changes the Counci! talked
about, Dr. Ken LeSure seconded. Vote: all in favor; motion carried.

5. New Business:

a. Discuss: Grading, Fill, Erosion & Sediment Control Ordinance.
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Kati Machovsky said she read through the ordinance; she feels the document is well
written and fills in a lot of gaps and said she thinks Council should recommend this
ordinance. Dr. Ken LeSure asked if this is modeled from another Township, which led to
a discussion on that subject. Dr. Alex Jackson noted that the Supervisors asked the EAC
for their feedback on this ordinance, which led to a discussion on that subject. Mitch
Bowyer asked about home construction and Dr. Ken LeSure asked about what is
happening now without this ordinance, which led to a discussion on NPDES permit
thresholds, smaller projects in older subdivisions, and how it’s up to the Township to
regulate these issues. Dr. Ken LeSure motioned to accept and move this ordinance
forward, seconded by Mitch Bowyer. Vote: all in favor; motion carried.

6. Council Member Comment:

a. Eric White asked about timber harvesting and what happens if someone clearcuts a
property, which results in soil erosion. Dr. Alex Jackson noted state pre-emption issues on
this subject, which led to a discussion on what regulations a Township can have. Eric
White said he is aware there are issues, and that the conservation district has not stopped
people from clearcutting properties and causing sedimentation and erosion. Eric White
also suggested adding the elimination of single-use plastics as a topic for a future agenda.
He also added that the recent insect safari/bug night was a big success.

b. Dr. Ken LeSure said that scientific studies show insect populations around the world have
declined significantly over the past several decades. Dr. Ken LeSure also noted a couple -
of general environmental issues, including the possibility of the Delaware Water Gap
National Recreation Area becoming a national park, and sustainable end-of-life planning.

¢. Kati Machovsky commented on yard maintenance issues, like times to rake and times to
blow the leaves in early spring/late fall to protect wildlife. Council suggested calling the
topic naturalizing yards and landscaping. Joe DeBartolo commented on this subject and
asked for some suggestions on species and techniques.

7. Public Comment: none.

8. Adjournment: Dr. Ken LeSure motioned to adjourn, Eric White seconded. Vote: all in
favor; meeting adjourned at 8:06PM.

Minutes Recorded b}\f Dr. Alex Jackson

Respectfully submitted,
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Wakka
Township Secretary




