SMITHFIELD TOWNSHIP ENVIRONMENTAL ADVISORY COUNCIL
MEETING - JULY 6, 2026 AT 7:00PM

A Meeting of the Smithfield Township Environment Advisory Council was held on July 6, 2026,
at the Smithfield Township Municipal Center at 1155 Red Fox Rd, East Stroudsburg, PA 18301,

and via Zoom.

Present were Chairman Eric White, Kati Machovsky, Dr. Mike lovacchini, Todd Dailey, and
Conservation & Recreation Director Dr. Alex Jackson.

Also present were Fayroza Elsayed, Joe DeBartolo, and other members of the public.

1. Eric White called the meeting to order at 7:03PM.
2. The Pledge of Allegiance was recited.

3. Presentation: Tick Research Lab of Pennsylvania, East Stroudsburg University.

Fayroza Elsayed introduced herself from East Stroudsburg University. Pennsylvania is the
top state in the US for tick-borne diseases, and PA has the most Lyme disease cases in the
US. She went over the types of ticks and tick engorgement sizes, noting the short timeline of
how long a tick is engorged and the transmission of viruses and bacteria, as well as tick and
pathogen interaction. She emphasized the importance of tick checks in the spring and
summer months as one of the best preventative techniques. She discussed personal tick
prevention and how to properly remove ticks. On that subject, it was suggested to adopt the
practice of taking showers within 2 hours of being outside.

Fayroza Elsayed discussed the ESU lab and how it's the first statewide initiative to collect
data on tick-borne disease, to identify hotspots, and to collect data on distribution. The lab
also collects demographics on tick bites and information on the activity and location of ticks,
analyzes early detection of exposure and risk, and is able to notify physicians on tick-related
matters as needed. She went on to explain more about what the ESU tick lab does.

Council asked about the uniqueness of the ESU tick lab, which led to a discussion which
noted that Tick Check is the company in the building at ESU, and she said that local residents
can bring ticks right to the Innovation Center. Eric White asked about cures, Dr. Mike
Iovacchini asked a question, and a lengthy discussion ensued on tick preventative methods.

4. Minutes:

a. June 16,2026 Meeting. Todd Dailey motioned to approve the minutes, Kati Machovsky
seconded. Council members complimented Dr. Alex Jackson on the meeting minutes.
Vote: all in favor; motion carried.

5. Announcements:
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a. Discuss: S'mores ‘n Stargazing - EAC's Insect Safari, on July 31,2026 at 8:00 PM.

Council discussed the importance of posting the event flyers, and also on collaborating
with the Township.

6. Old Business:

a. Update: Save the Date: Annual 2026 EAC Network Fall Gathering on October 24,
2026.

Dr. Alex Jackson urged the EAC members to save the date and attend, which led to a
discussion on that subject.

b. Discuss: EAC Educational Tri-Fold.

Council said the updated draft looks good, and they suggested edits on the trifold. There
needs to be a call to action: “help do your part protecting nature at your doorstep”, edit
the QR code a bit to re-direct to sign up for the newsletter, and add small captions under
the photos. Kati Machovsky moved to have the tri-fold printed with minor edits, Todd
Dailey seconded. Vote: all in favor; motion carried.

¢. Discuss: EAC Educational Priorities.

Dr. Mike Tovacchini said that there are many educational opportunities but the question is
how to sort them out. Council then discussed the various possible topics. Council
suggested making a rough draft and starting with the dark skies initiative, and that
lighting education would be on the August 3 agenda. Other topics would include dirty fill
and tick mitigation, and Eric White suggested one topic every 2 months. Todd Dailey
suggested one on fall garden planting, which led to a discussion on that subject.

d. Natural Features and Environmental Impact Criteria.

Dr. Alex Jackson said he drafted a recommendation. He explained the EAC re-reviewed
the ordinance, which covers natural features and historic structures and sites, and
complimented the Township’s ordinance, but lacks some detail for enforcement and
review. He also noted historic features and natural features listed in the section, among
others, and he said the Board could review and discuss this at one of their meetings. Mike
lovacchini said he did some research on updates and examples, and Kati Machovsky said
she did some research on a number of subjects related to this.

Eric White motioned to put the draft letter on EAC letterhead and send it to the Board of
Supervisors, Kati Machovsky seconded. Discussion: Dr. Alex Jackson asked Council to
send their additional feedback and recommendations to him in the meantime. Vote: all in
favor; motion carried.
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7. New Business:
a. Discuss: Grading, Fill, Erosion & Sediment Control Ordinance.

The Township requested that the EAC review this draft ordinance. Kati Machovsky said
she would read through it. Todd Dailey asked about grading. Dr. Alex Jackson noted the
square footage exemption and how grading deals with accounting for the direction in
which water drains. Dr. Mike Iovacchini said he remembers the importance of the 3-Point
Garden minor subdivision project and related drainage issues. Kati Machovsky said she
was excited to read the new draft ordinance.

8. Council Member Comment:

a. Todd Dailey said he reached out to Easton Borough. They said the Bird Town work is
like night bird watching; they get a group together and do educational activities, and they
said you get out of it what you put into it. The person from Easton said he was willing to
come talk to Smithfield if they wanted, since Smithfield is undecided. Dr. Alex Jackson
thanked Todd for his work and for speaking to this person. He informed Council that just
one person expressed interest from the July newsletter blurb. Dr. Mike Tovacchini said
even one person can individually take action in the community. Eric White said if the
EAC is looking to do that type of activity, the EAC could just do a bird watching event.
The consensus was to request a re-sending of the Bird Town PA for the August newsletter.

b. Dr. Mike Iovacchini said the EAC adopted garden beds, and Dr. Alex Jackson thanked
him. He also said there is another data center hearing at JTL Intermediate School soon,
and that the data center hearing could be a success story for the Township.

¢. Eric White asked about the newsletter, and Dr. Alex Jackson said there would be a recap

of the insect safari.

9. Public Comment: none.

8. Adjournment: Eric White motioned to adjourn, Dr. Mike Iovacchini seconded. Vote: all in
favor; meeting adjourned at 8:30PM.

Minutes Recorded by Dr. Alex Jackson

Respectfully submitted,
/f\ s
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Julia Hilajka”

Township Secretary






