SMITHFIELD TOWNSHIP ENVIRONMENTAL ADVISORY COUNCIL
MEETING — JUNE 16, 2026 AT 7:00PM

A Meeting of the Smithfield Township Environment Advisory Council was held on June 16,
2026, at the Smithfield Township Municipal Center at 1155 Red Fox Rd, East Stroudsburg, PA
18301, and via Zoom.

Present were Vice Chairman Mitch Bowyer, Dr. Ken LeSure, Kati Machovsky, Dr. Mike
lovacchini, Todd Dailey, and Conservation & Recreation Director Dr. Alex Jackson.

Also present were Philip Witmer, Andrea Loguidice, Joe DeBartolo, and other members of the
public.

1. Mitch Bowyer called the meeting to order at 7:04PM.
2. The Pledge of Allegiance was recited.
3. Presentation: Bird Town Pennsylvania.

Philip Witmer began the Bird Town PA presentation by thanking the EAC for the invitation.
He said Bird Town’s mission is to work with municipalities and create healthier habitat for
birds and a more sustainable environment for wildlife and people. He discussed how the
program has been expanding throughout the state of PA, why the focus of the program is on
birds, and additional networking opportunities. He said that certification is through actions,
and there is a lot of flexibility in it and the application process is straightforward. There is a
requirement to get three committee members, and then the governing body would pass a
resolution and pay a one-time $100 fee to pay for signage and resources.

Dr. Mike Iovacchini asked what level of coordination they have with state governments, and
Philip Witmer said that they primarily work with municipalities and that they aren’t a
political organization, which led to a discussion where Dr. Mike lovacchini said that
environments stretch across municipal and state lines as well.

Todd Dailey asked about requirements, and Mitch Bowyer asked what the average volunteer
hours per year are which led to a discussion where Philip Witmer said that they’re switching
to an online reporting platform now to get this information, and how each municipality will
be different in the number of hours and how there are no strict requirements. Mitch Bowyer
asked if there is a benefit to the residents for being a Bird Town, and Philip Witmer said that
if you’re reducing risks to birds, you are making it healthier for humans.

Dr. Ken LeSure said he wanted to defer the Bird Town PA discussion until a future meeting
when more members are present, but Council wanted to have a discussion. Mitch Bowyer
said that we should reach out to residents and see if there are three who are interested in
forming this committee. Todd Dailey said he feels we have enough natural habitat, and the
Township is already spread thin. Mitch Bowyer said we should announce that we had a
presentation and solicit volunteers from the community, which led to EAC consensus
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agreement on this subject. Todd Dailey also said that he would be willing to reach out to
Easton Borough and discuss Bird Town with them and report back to the EAC.

4. Minutes:

a. May 4, 2026 Meeting. Dr. Ken LeSure motioned to approve the May 4, 2026 minutes,
Kati Machovsky seconded. Vote: all in favor, motion carried.

b. June 1,2026 Meeting. Dr. Mike JTovacchini motioned to approve the June 1, 2026
minutes as amended, Ken LeSure seconded. Discussion: Dr. Alex Jackson said there were
edits that had been made to the draft. Mitch Bowyer questioned the EAC annual
gathering conference attendance by Dr. Alex Jackson, and it was noted that he needed to
be at the Township for another event that day. Vote: all in favor, motion carried.

5. Announcements:
a. Discuss: Pick Up Mount Nebo Road on June 27,2026 at 9:30 AM.

Dr. Alex Jackson said it’s rain or shine, the DPW will be there to help keep the road safe
for the volunteers, and it would be Mount Nebo Road, starting on the south end. Mitch
Bowyer said that they have residents who adopt sections of road to keep them clean in
Middle Smithfield Township, and Dr. Alex J ackson said some municipalities can do stuff
like that. Dr. Mike Tovacchini said that is a program we could consider for 2027 and how
it’s worth discussing in the future. He also thanked Kati Machovsky for doing a good job

communicating about EAC events, which led to a discussion on this subject.
b. Discuss: S'mores ‘n Stargazing - EAC's Insect Safari, on July 31,2026 at 8:00 PM.

Dr. Alex Jackson said he needs to talk to Eric White about this and suggested holding off on
the discussion. Dr. Mike lovacchini said anyone who wants to promote these ideas should do
it on their social media.

6. Old Business:
a. Update: Annual 2026 EAC Network Fall Gathering Attendance.

Dr. Alex Jackson said for the EAC to save the date for October 24, 2026. It’s a bit ofa
drive, but last he checked with the Township, there’s money budgeted for registration,
and he asked for mileage reimbursement for volunteers. Food is included as part of the
event for attendees, including lunch, and it’s a one-day event without an overnight stay.
The conference gives the EAC volunteers an opportunity to meet other EAC members
and then talk to the Township Supervisors about what they learned, which led to a
discussion on this subject.



Smithfield Township Environmental Advisory Council
June 16, 2026
Page 3 of 4

b. Discuss: Outdoor Lighting and Dark Skies Education.

Mitch Bowyer said he doesn’t have much input on this education, but he said some areas
in the Township need to be fixed for lighting. Kati Machovsky said they need to educate
people on what can be reported and put something in the lobby, like a tri-fold, to help
with this effort. She said it’s a good ordinance and a complete document. Dr. Ken LeSure
asked about the ordinance drafting, and Dr. Alex Jackson said this was a collaborative
venture between the various township bodies and staff, which led to a discussion.

Ken LeSure asked what their responsibility is if it’s already been developed and
implemented, which led to a discussion about how the EAC has brought this topic up and
how lighting is a continued concern. Mitch Bowyer suggested putting together a list of
educational priorities, and Dr. Mike Iovacchini suggested putting together a priority list
for the next six months on getting the information out. Kati Machovsky asked what the
most common complaints are and what can be done about them. She pointed out how
much she’s seen the Borough of Mount Pocono change, and Todd Dailey expressed
concerns over lighting regulations, which led to further discussion on these subjects.

Dr. Mike Iovacchini motioned that the EAC create an agenda item to create an
educational priority list for the EAC, Mitch Bowyer seconded. Discussion: Dr. Alex
Jackson said, to Todd Dailey’s point, the ordinance has been in place fora while, and the
ordinance is designed to address this issue at the local level. The ordinance is there if the
community needs it, which led to a discussion on these subjects. Mitch Bowyer clarified
that the motion is to create one of many topics to educate the residents about. Vote: all in
favor, motion carried.

Discuss: Natural Features and Environmental Impact Criteria.

Kati Machovsky said she emailed her thoughts on this to everyone, and Council
suggested tabling this until the next meeting, with the goal of the discussion being to look
at some of the soft language and update the criteria since it has been in place since 2012,
and to also make recommendations to reshape some of the text.

7. New Business:

8.

a. Discuss: July 6,2026 EAC Meeting availability.

Dr. Alex Jackson said he needed to see if a quorum of the EAC is available for the July 6,
2026 EAC meeting and noted there is no July 21, 2026 meeting. Council noted there will
be a quorum present.

Council Member Comment:
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a. Todd Dailey said he will reach out to Easton Borough to inquire about Bird Town PA.
Todd Dailey said he didn’t get a chance to speak with Eric White about the garden, and
Council discussed the garden adoption and how they pushed for the new gardens. Dr.
Alex Jackson said there are a few garden beds available and that there is a water source,
which led to a discussion on this subject with regard to the level of responsibility, which
mostly includes occasional weeding and watering on a weekly or biweekly basis. Kati
Machovsky, Mike lovacchini, and Todd Dailey expressed interest in the garden beds.

9. Public Comment: none.

8. Adjournment: Kati Machovsky motioned to adjourn, Todd Dailey seconded. Vote: all in
favor; meeting adjourned at 8:18PM.

Minutes-Recorded by Dr. Alex Jackson

Respectfully-submitted, : :
) "

Juiia -
Township Secretary. -




