SMITHFIELD TOWNSHIP ENVIRONMENTAL ADVISORY COUNCIL
MEETING — MAY 4, 2026 AT 7:00PM

A Meeting of the Smithfield Township Environment Advisory Council was held on May 4, 2026,
at the Smithfield Township Municipal Center at 1155 Red Fox Rd, East Stroudsburg, PA 18301.

Present were Chair Eric White, Vice Chair Mitch Bowyer, Councilors Dr. Ken LeSure, Kati
Machovsky, Dr. Mike Iovacchini, Todd Dailey, and Conservation & Recreation Director Dr.
Alex Jackson.

Also present were Charlene Spezza, Joe DeBartolo, and other members of the public.
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Chair Eric White called the meeting to order at 7:02PM.
The Pledge of Allegiance was recited.
Minutes.

a. April 6,2026 Meeting.

Eric White motioned to approve the minutes with one edit, Todd Dailey seconded. Vote:
all in favor; motion carried.

Old Business:

a. Update: Recommendations to Board of Supervisors.

Kati Machovsky and Eric White asked about the WestRock air PA DEP permit comment
recommendation. Dr. Alex Jackson said that, because the meeting was cancelled, it was
deferred to another Supervisors meeting, such as on May 13, 2026.

Mitch Bowyer said there is a problem because there is no Supervisor member on the
Environmental Advisory Council. Mitch Bowyer said this sends a message to him that
whatever the Environmental Advisory Council does is not important to them. Todd
Dailey said it was odd that Robert Lovenheim has not attended. Council consensus was to
ask the Supervisors to send one of the Supervisors to their meetings, which led to a
discussion on that subject.

Dr. Ken LeSure asked if it was required to have a Supervisor on Council, and Dr. Alex
Jackson said it is not a requirement and pointed out that it is not in the Second Class
Township Code, and it is a discretionary call. Dr. Ken LeSure said the rules are looser
than they are around the Supervisors. Eric White said the EAC should make a note that
the Supervisors should attend EAC meetings.

Mitch Bowyer asked about recommendations to the Board of Supervisors and what it
means that the letter to the Governor was acknowledged. Dr. Ken LeSure said this sounds
like a weak response. Mitch Bowyer asked about Kati Machovsky trying to comment to
the Supervisors about the EAC. Kati Machovsky said that, in a room full of negativity,
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the EAC presents a positive face of Smithfield Township in spite of the negativity, and
Eric White said this was noted. Kati Machovsky said two of the Supervisors did show up
to the PA DEP meeting, which was good to see.

Council discussed its own Facebook page. It was noted that the Township was not in
favor of having a separate EAC Facebook page. Council said this would be a way to get
more publicity. Council did note that they post the EAC’s materials in their newsletters
and said they can post that material on their own personal pages.

A discussion ensued on future events, the community garden, a recap of the Thunder
Swamp hike for the June newsletter, the stargazing and s’mores event, and trying to get
things out sooner. Eric White suggested forming their own subcommittee to work on
events. He suggested two months is the minimum to pull off an event successfully.

A discussion ensued on the best location in the Township to view dark skies and options
for where to have a dark skies event, such as on public lands or through private and
public partnerships. Council concluded the discussion by suggesting a subcommittee
consisting of Mitch Bowyer, Kati Machovsky, and Eric White, and suggested a Monday,
May 11, 2026, subcommittee meeting to put target dates together.

Dr. Mike Iovacchini said that he likes the events so far, with lots of community
engagement. He said getting a checklist for events together is good and suggested
quarterly events to generate a rhythm, including a subcommittee. He said that when you
form an event, you announce it. He said you could argue that the stars and s’mores event
is the next major quarterly event and emphasized the importance of seasonal or quarterly
programs to generate a rhythm, which led to further discussion on these subjects.

. Discuss: Bird Town Pennsylvania Application.

Council discussed this subject, and Mitch Bowyer said he does not think the Township
should become a member of this organization because it is bureaucratic and because
getting caught up in other administrative tasks could take time away from other activities,
which led to a discussion on this subject. Eric White suggested reaching out to other
townships that have implemented the Bird Town program, which led to a discussion on
that subject. Dr. Alex Jackson suggested engaging with them to have a presentation given
to the EAC, which led to a discussion on that subject. Eric White pointed out the Bird
Town PA application process. Todd Dailey suggested there is an injured bird sanctuary up
closer to Milford.

Council discussed whether they wanted to have Bird Town PA give a presentation to the
EAC, and Mitch Bowyer stated how action items promote the program, which can be
borrowed and used to engage with the residents. Todd Dailey agreed to hear out Bird
Town PA on a presentation, and Council members agreed.
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Todd Dailey motioned to have Bird Town PA come in to do a presentation and make a
decision from there on whether it is in their benefit or not, Eric White seconded.

Discussion: Dr. Mike lovacchini said he wants to know the origination of Bird Town PA.
He said he is in favor of the presentation, and Dr. Alex Jackson said this was picked up at
the EAC annual conference. He explained how other EACs around the state all
recommended this, and Eric White, Todd Dailey, and Kati Machovsky said they want to
hear what the organization has to say. A discussion ensued on the subject of invited
presentations to Environmental Advisory Councils.Vote: Eric White, Dr. Mike Iovacchini,
Dr, Ken LeSure, Kati Machovsky, and Todd Dailey in favor; Mitch Bowyer opposed:
motion carried 5 to 1.

5. New Business:

a. Information: No EAC Meeting on May 19, 2026.

Eric White reiterated the upcoming subcommittee meeting and said the next meeting will
be June 1, 2026. He also noted that the May 19, 2026 meeting was cancelled.

6. Council Member Comment:

a. Kati Machovsky said that the EAC should get together for the ordinance on data centers
and that the EAC should not ignore the residents showing up. Eric White said that what
they have done is already done, and they put in their recommendation; which led to a
discussion on this subject.

Dr. Alex Jackson said he re-sent the EAC’s data center ordinance recommendatron to the
Board, reminded the Council of the powers of Council, and agreed that data centers are a
big issue. However, the EAC members should attend, hear out the elected officials, listen
to the discussion, and participate as individual members, but perhaps not speak on behalf
of the EAC until they get direction from the Board. He also suggested going to the next
Supervisor meeting to have a conversation with the Board, get clear direction, and
coordinate with the Board of Supervisors.

Kati Machovsky said the EAC should get together to make some kind of statement, but
Todd Dailey said it should wait until it is on an agenda before the Township. Mitch
Bowyer said that the Council and Supervisors are all in the same frame of mind and that
there are lots of people who are focused. He said the EAC cannot affect anything or make
it go in a different direction, and there is no practical effect to taking further action
beyond what they have already done, which led to consensus on this viewpoint by the
Council, which led to a lengthy discussion on these subjects where Todd Dailey said that
he agrees that there is only so much they can do and so much they can say at this
particular time, and that they should speak to a Supervisor to get guidance on what they
would like to see the EAC focus on.
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Dr. Alex Jackson reminded the Council how the EAC in late 2024 once focused on
stronger environmental and community review, and how updating their ordinances and
criteria for all uses are important. which led to a lengthy discussion on these subjects.

b. Mitch Bowyer commented on enforcement, which led to a discussion on outdoor lighting
education, and Council asked for this topic to appear on a future agenda. He also
commented on the PA DEP permits and asked how they could get a list of all the NPDES
permits in Smithfield Township and their renewal dates because then they could put
together a plan and be six months ahead instead of being behind. This led to a lengthy
discussion on PA DEP permits and the PA Bulletin.

7. Public Comment:

a. Dr. Alex Jackson mentioned he distributed a past Electrum announcement in the PA
DEP’s PA Bulletin to Council since it came up at their last meeting, which led to a
lengthy discussion on this subject.

8. Adjournment: Dr. Ken LeSure motioned to adjourn, Eric White seconded. Vote: all in
favor; meeting adjourned at 8:16PM.

Minutes Recorded by Dr. Alex Jackson

Respectfully sﬁbmitted,
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