SMITHFIELD TOWNSHIP ENVIRONMENTAL ADVISORY COUNCIL
MEETING - JUNE 1, 2026 AT 7:00PM

A Meeting of the Smithfield Township Environment Advisory Council was held on June 1, 2026,
at the Smithfield Township Municipal Center at 1155 Red Fox Rd, East Stroudsburg, PA 18301.

Present were Dr. Ken LeSure, Kati Machovsky, Dr. Mike lovacchini, Todd Dailey,
Commissioner Chris Bowers, and Conservation & Recreation Director Dr. Alex Jackson.

Also present were Charlene Spezza, Joe DeBartolo, Andrea Halthill, and Amy Tiehel, and other
members of the public.

1. Dr. Ken LeSure called the meeting to order at 7:01PM.
2. The Pledge of Allegiance was recited.

3. Presentation: Tick Prevention Seminar, Dare 2B Tick Aware.

Andrea Halthill began the presentation, entitled “Preventing Tick Bites and Tick-Borne
Diseases,” by Dare 2B Tick Aware, a primary prevention program. She started by reading the
medical advice disclaimer. She said that Pennsylvania had the highest number of Lyme
disease cases in 11 of the last 13 years, and 20% of people develop long-term symptoms. In
the entire United States, seven of the top ten counties are in PA.

Andrea Halfhill discussed the background of ticks, how Lyme disease is the most well-
known disease they transmit, and is most prevalent in the northeastern and midwestern
United States. The deer tick is the primary carrier, and ticks can carry much more than just
Lyme disease. Andrea Halfhill went on to show the various species of ticks, such as the lone
star tick, dog tick, deer tick, groundhog tick, Asian longhorned tick, and Gulf Coast tick, all
of which can now be found in Pennsylvania.

Andrea Halthill explained how tick behaviors include their ability to detect carbon dioxide,
body odors, and vibrations from as far 50 or more feet away for some species. She explained
how the role of tick hosts is such that mice and small mammals transmit disease, while deer
and other large mammals increase the tick population when ticks fall off and reproduce in
new areas far from where they were picked up. The life cycle of a tick is two to three years,
with four life stages. The peak periods of risk to humans are March through May, and then
October and November.

Andrea Halfhill also said that spraying permethrin on clothes, shoes, and socks increases
protection by 74 times. She also went over other types of clothing and discussed other good
ways to defend against ticks. Avoidance was covered next, including avoiding high-risk areas
and how walking on deer trails is particularly high-risk. Andrea Halthill then went over
elimination, such as exactly how to remove ticks from one’s body. She also noted that it is
very important to receive an early diagnosis and be aware of early signs and symptoms, such
as headaches, facial paralysis, and a migrating bullseye rash. Only 50% of people develop the
classic bullseye rash, which is diagnostic of Lyme disease.
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Andrea Halfhill noted there are also co-infections half of the time with Lyme disease, and
30% of the time there are two or more co-infections with diseases such as babesiosis,
bartonellosis, and ehrlichiosis. This results in a more complicated prognosis. In summary, she
said that Lyme disease and other tick-borne diseases is preventable. The vast majority of
bites occur right in yards, and tick-borne diseases can have serious health consequences.

Charlene Spezza elaborated on tick-related health issues in 2025. Charlene Spezza and Amy
Tiehel discussed testing types, among other related subjects. Amy Tiehel commented on how
there is a support group in Luzerne County, and there are also virtual support groups for
people who are new to Lyme. The Facebook page of Dare 2B Tick Aware says they meet via
Google Meet.

Chris Bowers asked what the time was between the bite and full testing, and Amy Tiehel said
that the antibody response may not begin in the first 3 to 30 days. After around 4 weeks, an
antibody response can create a positive result. A bullseye in PA is 100% diagnostic for Lyme
disease. The sooner one is identified as infected and get antibiotics, the better.

Dr. Mike Iovacchini thanked Dare 2B Tick Aware for presenting this; he encourages sharing
information and very compelling personal stories. He said that frequent checks are the best
way to be proactive and to physically check for ticks.

4. Old Business:
a. Update: Discuss: Pick Up Mount Nebo Road 9:30AM, June 27, 2026.

Dr. Alex Jackson noted that pick up Mount Nebo Road (refreshments will be provided) is
totally open to the public. The Township will provide trash bags and equipment. It will be
held on the last Saturday of June. The Crew will park at the bottom of Shawnee Square
and approach Mount Nebo Road from the South side. This event will occur unless serious
weather conditions force a cancellation.

b. Discuss: Upcoming Bird Town PA Presentation on June 16, 2026.

Todd Dailey asked about Bird Town PA, which led to a discussion during which Dr. Alex
Jackson also noted that he arranged for a presentation on June 16, 2026.

¢. Discuss: S'mores 'n Stargazing - EAC's Insect Safari, July 31, 2026, 8:00 PM.

Kati Machovsky said the timing is an issue, and was told it’s due to a staffing issue and
the insect safari event was discussed. Dr. Alex Jackson said he was asked to come to the
EAC and ask what materials they need to carry out the event, and to wait until Eric White
is here to further discuss.

5. New Business:
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a. Discuss: Annual 2026 EAC Network Fall Gathering Attendance.

Dr. Alex Jackson introduced the subject, and this led to a discussion on the Township
budget on this event, the 2025 event, and he suggested putting this on future agendas,
getting a final number, and knowing for sure who will commit to going if the Township
pays for it. Dr. Alex Jackson cannot attend because of a concurrent Township event and
said it is important for EAC members to report back, which led to a lengthy discussion on
these subjects.

b. Discuss: Outdoor Lighting and Dark Skies Education.

Dr. Alex Jackson said that the Council has repeatedly discussed lighting, and he said they
should acknowledge how good a job the Township has done by putting ordinances in
place. He said it was a complaint-based enforcement system, to his knowledge, in
Smithfield Township. The Township is doing a good job with its ordinances, and he said
it would be a good collaborative venture to put an educational subcommittee together. He
suggested that the EAC have a follow up discussion, create a one-page document to put
out in the lobby and on social media, and discuss it again at the next meeting.

c. Discuss: Natural Features and Environmental Impact Criteria.

Dr. Alex Jackson said this was addressed in sections of the Subdivision and Land
Development Ordinance. He said he could highlight the relevant sections. He said that
our SALDO is very good and that there is always room for improvement. He suggested
that the EAC could review this section and possibly draft a letter of recommendation to
strengthen and update it. The Council decided it would be a good-item for discussion.

Kati Machovsky said that Dr. Alex Jackson could email the group all the highlighted
sections that he found, which led to a discussion on the subject.

Todd Dailey said it talks about culverts and storm drains and asked whether the SALDO
applied to new and upcoming projects or to preexisting uses. Dr. Alex Jackson explained
which projects the SALDO applies to and the types of projects to which these criteria
apply, which led to a lengthy discussion on that subject.

6. Council Member Comment:

a. Kati Machovsky asked if anyone had heard back from the PA DEP regarding the
Manwalamink WWTP hearing, and Dr. Alex Jackson said he had not, despite having
submitted a written comment at the PA DEP’s request. He recalled who testified at the
hearing on behalf of the Township, which led to a discussion on that subject.

b. Todd Dailey asked about the community garden, and Dr. Alex Jackson said there were
four plots left. Todd Dailey said the EAC should get one, and Kati Machovsky said she



Smithfield Township Environmental Advisory Council
June 1, 2026
Page 4 of 4

would like to help adopt one for the EAC, which led to a discussion about how the
community garden works.

¢. Todd Dailey also said that they were working on the power lines on Gap View Drive and
had taken trees down. Chris Bowers said there is a certain right-of-way throughout the
work area.

d. Dr. Mike Iovacchini said that the data center conversation is obviously an evolving
landscape and that he appreciates everyone’s willingness to bring all the information to
the table. He said that, professionally, he understands that it is an ongoing process and
that there is news from the Governor, new commitments and demands from developers,
and an ongoing need to stay up to speed on the issue.

7. Public Comment: none.

8. Adjournment: Kati Machovsky motioned to adjourn, Todd Dailey seconded. Vote: all in
favor; meeting adjourned at 8:12PM.

Minutes Recorded by Dr. Alex Jackson

Respectfully submitted,

» p] - ~
Julia akka - s
Township Secretary




