SMITHFIELD TOWNSHIP ENVIRONMENTAL ADVISORY COUNCIL
REGULAR MEETING — APRIL 6, 2026 AT 7:00PM

A Meeting of the Smithfield Township Environment Advisory Council was held on April 6,
2026, at the Smithfield Township Municipal Center at 1155 Red Fox Rd, East Stroudsburg, PA
18301.

Present were Chair Eric White, Councilors Dr. Ken LeSure, Kati Machovsky, Dr. Mike

Iovacchini, Todd Dailey, Commissioner Chris Bowers and Conservation & Recreation Director
Dr. Alex Jackson.

Also present were Charlene Spezza, Vicky Ozgun, Joe DeBartolo and other members of the
public.

1. Chair Eric White called the meeting to order at 7:00PM.
2. The Pledge of Allegiance was recited.
3. Minutes.

a. March 17,2026 Meeting.

Todd Dailey moved to approve the minutes with one edit, Kati Machovksy seconded.
Vote: all in favor; motion carried.

4. Announcements:

a. April 25, 2026: Pick Up the Poconos event at Buttermilk Falls Road at 9:30AM;
May 2,2026: Thunder Swamp (Wetlands) Educational Hike at 11:00AM.

Council discussed the Pick Up the Poconos event, which led to a discussion on how to
increase publicity. Council also discussed how important it is to pick up litter along the
roadways and the other agencies that might assist in this endeavor.

Ken LeSure mentioned that most of the trash are bottles, cans, and fast-food-related trash,
and noted how difficult it is to enforce litter laws, as well as the importance of education.

Council also discussed the upcoming Thunder Swamp hike. Dr. Alex Jackson noted that
he scouted the hike and that it is about 3 miles in length. Kati Machovsky said she could
help distribute the flier to try to get people to show up. Council also discussed the
importance of having this hike early in the season to see the landscape.

5. Old Business:
a. Update: Recommendations to Board of Supervisors.

Dr. Alex Jackson said the supervisors acceptedh the annual report, and it was finalized.
The supervisors did acknowledge the letter to the Governor, and Dr, Alex Jackson said
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the Mount Nebo hike was a big success. Dr. Mike Iovacchini said the annual report was
very well done and suggested citing this report when people ask about EAC work,
including questions regarding priorities and past and pending activities, which led to a
discussion on how to present this again to the Board of Supervisors.

Dr. Alex Jackson also noted how the dirty fill ordinance was discussed by the
Supervisors, and there is interest in adopting an ordinance addressing fill and grading.
Ken LeSure commented on the importance of calling the Monroe County Conservation
District in the meantime, and Kati Machovsky said it is important to have a local
ordinance in place as well. Charlene Spezza commented on how the Township is the one
that can enforce the dirty fill issue. Eric White said that there are landowners who will fill
steep slopes with demolition debris from New York or New Jersey and bring in lots of
contaminated material, as has happened in years past, and how it is important.

Dr. Mike Iovacchini said none of us want dirty resources, and that we should bring
people together and fix the imperfections of the law. Eric White said dirty fill, stormwater
runoff, clean air, sewage, and salt release into creeks are all issues to discuss. Eric White
mentioned how Medellin in Colombia has no stormwater controls at all, and the Council
noted how it is good to compare and contrast no regulations there with how we are doing
really well in Monroe County.

Dr. Alex Jackson said a big challenge is all the sewage discharge into Brodhead Creek,
including how it is warm and contains unregulated compounds and salts, and how some
discharges are chlorinated. He said this is a challenge in this area, and noted how
Marshalls Creek is surprisingly pristine. He also said Smithfield Township has some of
the strongest ecological and stormwater protections in place, and how this really helps
with any new projects that come in. He noted that existing issues are more expensive to
address than prevention, which is why prevention through ordinances is so important.

Dr. Alex Jackson noted that, with regard to road salt, studies have shown how effective it
is at preventing accidents, but also how it impacts creeks. He discussed the first flush and
how the amount of impact on creeks is relative to the total amount of impervious surface,
how the salt gets embedded into the soil beneath these surfaces, and how sewage also has
salt issues.

. Discuss: Manwalamink WWTP Public Hearing on April 16, 2026 at 6:00PM.

Council discussed how the discharge is into Marshalls Creek and/or the mixing zone of
Brodhead Creek and Marshalls Creek, and how Marshalls Creek is a much smaller body
of water. Todd Dailey said that where Marshalls Creek runs behind his house, it is just
trickling, so it is likely similar down by the discharge. Eric White said that the EAC
should get together to discuss strategy beforehand. Dr. Alex Jackson said it is important
to get a good turnout, and Eric White agreed, stating that Council can drum up support to
increase turnout.
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Charlene Spezza asked about clarifying the Manwalamink WWTP, which led to a
discussion on issues with the WWTP and water testing. Dr. Mike Iovacchini said that if
you care about your community and care about the outcome, you are qualified to attend.

6. New Business:

a. Discuss: WestRock Converting, LL.C, Stroudsburg Mill PA DEP Permit.

Dr. Alex Jackson discussed the documents the Township provided and noted how the
Township was provided this letter, and that this was just for discussion purposes. Council
discussed how this is a big factory in one of the most beautiful and pristine areas in
Pennsylvania, how the permit is still good through the end of the year, how a comment is
warranted, and how people who live in Minisink Hills would like to learn.

A discussion ensued on asking for a narrative explaining the operations and specific
discharges, how it is a boilerplate renewal and currently no one is even questioning this
permit. Council consensus was to put forth a question on this matter, as the only time to
question practices is during permit renewals, and this is the time to do it.

Vicky Ozgun asked about the Township getting letters from the PA DEP, which led to a
discussion on that subject. Dr. Mike Iovacchini said cooperation with this business is
important, and to thank them for the employment and work they are doing in the
community, and to be cooperative.

Eric White moved to request Dr. Alex Jackson to put together a letter to request more
information on what is going on, to send to the PA DEP and WestRoek, and to note that
WestRock is a steady business and economic contributor, Ken LeSure seconded. Vote: all
in favor; motion carried.

7. Council Member Comment:

a. Dr. Mike Iovacchini commented on the trend of commoditizing air and water, the idea of
paying for a breath of fresh air, and how, if that is the way the world is going in 10 to 15
years, we need to be aware now. He noted how the idea of commoditizing natural
resources is being discussed nationally, which led to a discussion on these subjects.

b. Todd Dailey asked if anyone knew what was going on at the airport and a new recycling
center, which led to a discussion on a previous PA DEP permit for Electrum published in
the PA Bulletin. Vicky Ozgun said she submitted a RTKL request to the Township, which
led to a discussion. Vicky Ozgun said a company was renting an existing structure, how it
was being modified, and that she was unsure if it had come to zoning or not. She noted
that this was in an old shipping and receiving facility. Council members asked to add the
Electrum situation to the agenda. Council thanked Vicky Ozgun for bringing this to the
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EAC’s attention, which led to a discussion on correspondence to the Township from the
PA DEP.

8. Public Comment:

a. Charlene Spezza commented on tick awareness and tick-borne illness, which led to a
discussion about the Vector Control presentation from March’s meeting. Charlene Spezza
noted there are free seminars on ticks, which led to a discussion on the importance of this.

b. Eric White commented on the EAC trifold, which led to a discussion on the update.
¢. Dr. Mike Iovacchini commented on how he received a Brodhead Creek Regional
Authority letter regarding chlorine byproducts in drinking water and the point of simply

being aware.

8. Adjournment: Todd Dailey motioned to adjourn, Eric White seconded. Vote: all in favor;
meeting adjourned at 8:13PM.

Minutes Recorded by Dr. Alex Jackson

Respectfully submitted,
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