SMITHFIELD TOWNSHIP ENVIRONMENTAL ADVISORY COUNCIL
MEETING — MARCH 2, 2026 AT 7:00PM

A Meeting of the Smithfield Township Environment Advisory Council was held on March 2,
2026, at the Smithfield Township Municipal Center at 1155 Red Fox Rd, East Stroudsburg, PA

18301.

Present were Chair Eric White, Councilors Dr. Ken LeSure, Kati Machovsky, Mitch Bowyer,
Commissioner Chris Bowers and Conservation & Recreation Director Dr. Alex Jackson.

Also present were Joe DeBartolo and other members of the public.

1.

2,

Chair Eric White called the meeting to order at 7:00PM.

The Pledge of Allegiance was recited.

Minutes:

a.

February 17, 2026 Regular Meeting.

Mitch Bowyer motioned to approve the minutes, Eric White seconded. Discussion:
Council asked for two edits to be made: the first page under “Members Present,” and the
second page under “New Business.” Vote: all in favor; motion carried.

Announcements:

a.

March 28, 2026: Mount Nebo Park Educational Hike at 11:00AM; April 25, 2026:
Pick Up the Poconos event at Buttermilk Falls Road at 9:30AM; May 2, 2026:
Thunder Swamp (Wetlands) Educational Hike at 11:00AM.

Mitch Bowyer provided the contacts to get on the radio stations, which led to a discussion
about promoting a conversation that is more interesting to listeners. Dr. Ken LeSure said
to reach out to BCRTV-13, and Eric White suggested sending out a press release about
the April 15, 2026 pick-up event. Eric White asked about including ESU or biologists to
join the EAC on the Thunder Swamp hike.

5. Old Business:

a.

Update: Proposed Right-to-Know (RTK) Request to Obtain Permit Related
Documents from PA DEP for Manwalamink WWTP on River Road.

Mitch Bowyer moved to recommend to the BOS that the Township submit the Right-to-
Know request, Kati Machovsky seconded. Discussion: Council discussed the draft Right-
to-Know request, which seeks public documents on permit review correspondence,
permit materials, and violation documents within a specified time frame. Dr. Ken LeSure
said that the state police agency doesn’t want to provide documents readily. Chris Bowers
said there is more validity coming from the Township. Dr. Alex Jackson said that police
have a different standard on Right-to-Know requests than other agencies, and that he
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anticipates the PA DEP to be forthcoming with the public documents requested, which led
to further discussion on Right-to-Know requests. Vote: all in favor; motion carried.

. Discuss: EAC 2025 Annual Report Progress.

Eric White said that he and Mitch Bowyer would split tasks among the leadership and
meet on March 17, 2026 at 3:00PM for a subcommittee to finalize the report (or via
Zoom if necessary), which led to a discussion on this subject.

Discuss: EAC Trifold Progress.

Eric White said the subcommittee met on March 2, 2026 and he said the EAC should
have an official mission statement ready for this tri-fold. QR codes were discussed, and
Eric White asked about the call to action, what do we want people to do? Dr. Ken LeSure
said the events need a high shelf life, so simply link to the EAC events page with a QR
code. Dr. Ken LeSure mentioned that elderly folks aren’t interested in QR codes, and
Chris Bowers suggested also listing a phone number, which led to a discussion.
Consensus was to reference hikes, two cleanups, and two workshops. Council suggested
language of visit the website, call, or scan the QR code to learn more.

Council discussed what makes Smithfield Township unique, including the convergence of
rivers and streams and freshwater resources, and the number of people who visit the
Township for recreation, which relies on clean water and clean air. Council also discussed
the Appalachian Trail, the Kittatinny Ridge, the history of eco-tourism to the Kittatinny
Ridge, and how long people have lived here, back millennia to the Paleo-peoples.

Dr. Ken LeSure mentioned the etymology of the word “Pocono,” referring to the
Delaware Water Gap formation, and Eric White said “Minsi” translates to “where the
water broke through the mountain.” Dr. Ken LeSure said “Delaware” was a French name,
and Eric White noted the Turtle Clan of the Minsi Tribe of the Lenape Nation, which led
to a discussion on the anthropological history. Council also discussed the possibility of
recommending a historic committee, which led to discussion on that subject.

Eric White discussed the wildlife content, emphasizing the Delaware Water Gap National
Recreation Area including how many eagle nests are along the Delaware, Hawk
Mountain, and the abundance of black bears. Dr. Alex Jackson stated that there is a lot of
plant-species biodiversity and a lack of human settlement, and that it is a crown jewel of
preservation in the state.

Eric White said Council should ask, “what habitat are we trying to protect, and for what
animals?” He also suggested the following phrases: the EAC is trying to protect habitat
for these native species, listing common species or rare and endangered species amongst
other suggestions on this subject.
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Mitch Bowyer cautioned against including too much information, and Kati Machovsky
agreed and advised against making it too compact. Eric White said the goal is to get
people involved and signed up, and that the call to action is critical.

6. New Business:
a. Discuss: Draft letter to Supervisors to send to Gov. Josh Shapiro-on Clean Air.

Eric White motioned to submit the letter to the Board, Kati Machovsky seconded.
Discussion: Mitch Bowyer asked to edit the term “established federal laws” in the final
paragraph, and Council agreed. Dr. Ken LeSure noted that the executive branch is
looking to change the law independent of the legislature, and thaf this is an issue. He
noted potential repeal of the Clean Air Act and Clean Water Act, which are the basis of
the PA DEP, and said they want to continue enforcing the laws as they apply. Vote: all in
favor; motion carried. :

b. Discuss: Bird Town Pennsylvania Application.

Council consensus was to table this discussion. Mitch Bowyer stated this looks
bureaucratic and he was concerned about getting roped into administrative work; upon
first blush, he was not in favor of the application, but he was in favor of doing what they
can to improve bird habitat. Council agreed to take the packet home and read it.

7. Council Member Comment:

a. Mitch Bowyer said it’s important to attend the upcoming stormwater management town
hall on March 7, 2026, and that it could help formulate ideas, he also commented that
Darryl Speicher would give a presentation on the subject of clean water on Thursday,
March 12, 2026, at 4:30PM. Dr. Alex Jackson recommended this event and said Mr.
Speicher is very talented. He also mentioned how helpful it is to follow Debbie Kulick
publications, and he also commented on the EAC Handbook.

b. Eric White said he has been doing research on EACs from around the state and what
they’ve been able to accomplish, and that there is a step-by-step process for how EACs
are able to do this. Mitch Bowyer said the key is finding elected officials who want to
leave a legacy, which led to a discussion on the importance of having the right people in
these positions, and Dr. Ken LeSure said to have this as a future agenda item.

8. Public Comment:

a. Patrick Norman said the trifold is going to be a great resource for the community. He
suggested reaching out to the Park Service, which has a lot of resources on fossils and
natural history, and to the PR representative to get information to include in the QR code
as a resource, as it is very interesting.
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8. Adjournment: Eric White motioned to adjourn, Kati Machovsky seconded. Vote: all in
favor; meeting adjourned at 8:13PM.

Minutes Recorded by Dr. Alex Jackson

Respectfully submitted,.

Julia Hei -
Township Secretary



