SMITHFIELD TOWNSHIP ENVIRONMENTAL ADVISORY COUNCIL
REGULAR MEETING — MARCH 17, 2026 AT 7:00PM

A Regular Meeting of the Smithfield Township Environment Advisory Council was held on
March 17, 2026, at the Smithfield Township Municipal Center at 1155 Red Fox Rd, East
Stroudsburg, PA 18301.

Present were Chair Eric White, Vice Chair Mitch Bowyer, Councilors Dr. Ken LeSure, Kati
Machovsky, Mitch Bowyer, Dr. Mike Iovacchini, Todd Dailey, Commissioner Chris Bowers and
Conservation & Recreation Director Dr. Alex Jackson.

Also present were Vicky Ozgun, Elisa Byrne, Aaron Lombard, Eduarda Pereira, Joe DeBartolo,
Tiffany Drake, Lewis Wolff, and other members of the public.

1. Chair Eric White called the meeting to order at 7:00PM.
2. The Pledge of Allegiance was recited.
3. Minutes.

a. March 2, 2026 Meeting.

Mitch Bowyer motioned to approve the minutes, Eric White seconded. Vote: all in favor;
motion carried.

4. Presentation: Monroe County Vector Control.

Aaron Lombard from Monroe County provided a presentation on vector control on the topics
of mosquitoes and ticks. He described what a vector is and how they convey pathogens as
protists, bacteria, or viruses. The primary ones we deal with are West Nile virus and Lyme
disease as it relates to ticks. For mosquitoes, they use integrated pest management, education,
surveillance, and controls through a holistic lens and try to address issues at the source. For
mosquitoes, the source is water, especially stagnant water. Larval mosquito surveillance
looks for anywhere stormwater can collect, including WWTPs, and salvage yards.

Aaron Lombard said how mosquito surveillance is important because mosquitoes carry West
Nile virus. Most people do not know they have it, but elderly people, infants, and
immunocompromised people can be particularly susceptible. They focus surveillance on
where elderly people and infants may be spending their time. He went over recommended
treatments, surveillance techniques, how they control the larval stage, chemical sprays when
needed being tightly controlled, and local regulations.

Aaron Lombard also went over surveillance reports for Smithfield Township, which showed
some data on the vector control analysis. He talked about how the mosquito population can
steadily rise throughout the year, and then suddenly there are occasional hits of West Nile
virus. He said in Smithfield there were 11 larval controls using the Bti product, an insect
growth regulator, and spinosad, which excites the insects and prevents the larvae from
growing and living, in very contained areas only. He recommended looking for low-lying
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areas and suggested that if you notice a mosquito issue, you let vector control know. He also
talked about places where mosquitoes tend to breed most readily.

Aaron Lombard also talked about tick safety and noted that the important thing is to dress
properly. He said that if you find a tick, pull it from the base and wash your hands. He also
noted the tick lab at East Stroudsburg University, and how yards that are mowed short make
it harder for ticks. In Smithfield, near the Hialeah picknick area, 7 out of 25 ticks had Lyme
disease, and countywide the rate is 40% in Monroe for Lyme disease, while the northeast
region is around 49%, according to this data.

Todd Dailey asked about mosquito control, spraying, and bat boxes, and how one bat will eat
4,000 bugs a night, which led to a discussion on this subject. He also asked about the toxicity
of chemical control, and Aaron Lombard stated that they use a very small volume of a
concentrated product that floats in the air column at a time of night when the only things that
come in contact with it are very small insects like mosquitoes, and that the droplet size is too
small to kill a moth, but they do a careful job.

Dr. Mike Iovacchini said in his medical practice that West Nile virus is out there. It feels
very foreign, but it is local, as close as six degrees of separation away. He discussed what is
being monitored with Aaron Lombard, as well as the old database and historic sampling and
monitoring sites. Aaron Lombard also mentioned they do Pike, Wayne, and Monroe County,
after which Eric White thanked Aaron Lombard for his presentation.

5. Announcements:

a. March 28, 2026: Mount Nebo Park Educational Hike at 11:00AM; April 25, 2026:
Pick Up the Poconos event at Buttermilk Falls Road at 9:30AM; May 2, 2026:
Thunder Swamp (Wetlands) Educational Hike at 11:00AM.

Eric White talked about Mount Nebo Road and the Pick Up the Poconos event on April
25, 2026. Parking will be at the top of Buttermilk Falls Road. Trash pickers and garbage
bags will be provided for everyone; just bring yourself, which led to a discussion about
Buttermilk Falls Road. He also noted that May 2, 2026 is the Thunder Swamp
educational walk. Eric White mentioned Lewis Wolf discussing a local herpetological
overview recently conducted in the general vicinity of Thunder Swamp. Eric White also
mentioned how good it would be to do a night hike. Dr. Alex Jackson mentioned they are
planning a Stars and S’mores event at Waterfront Park in late July or August.

6. Old Business:
a. Update: Recommendations to Board of Supervisors

Mitch Bowyer noted that the Supervisors received the letter to the Governor and the
proposed Right-to-Know request. Dr. Alex Jackson noted that the PA DEP posted the
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hearing for the WWTP on April 16, 2026 and that there is a quick turnaround for the
hearing. He also noted that the Supervisors’ meeting will be too late for a Right-to-Know
request, and suggested alternatives, which led to a discussion on the Manwalamink.

Dr. Alex Jackson said that, in the meantime, everyone should plan on attending, and they
can speak in their individual capacity as residents. He also noted how the PA DEP did a
good job of scheduling the hearing at 6:00 p.m. He said the PA DEP wants organizations
to designate just one witness. Council noted that there are outdated technologies and that
the Manwalamink WWTP is a big issue. Council said anyone can attend, and it was noted
that you do not necessarily need to pre-register. Council said to put this topic on the next
agenda and include talking points for the EAC for April 6, 2026.

. Update: EAC Trifold Progress.

Eric White noted how he met with Jacob Pride and how it is pretty simple, and that they
will have a trifold to hand out at the events, and it would go to print at a later date.

Discuss: EAC 2025 Annual Report Progress.

Eric White said Mitch Bowyer and he pulled all the highlights together from the EAC. He
went over the various elements of the annual report and highlights from 2025, including
the open space inventory project, the finalization of the priorities list, recommendations
on the official map updates, educational tours and community events, recommendations
on various ordinances, and the launch of the monthly newsletter.

. Update: Dirty Fill Ordinance Progress.

Dr. Alex Jackson reminded Council of their 2025’°s recommendation to the BOS, and Eric
White said there are big issues with dump trucks full of dirty fill showing up and
dumping fill that could be contaminated with harmful substances. Todd Dailey said the
problem is that once something is contaminated, PA’s regulations are lower than in other
places, and that this is a real issue because many projects need fill and the low price can
be appealing.

Vicky Ozgun commented on the timing of the recommendation to the Supervisors on the
dirty fill issues, which led to a discussion on that subject.

Dr. Mike Iovacchini commented on the letter, reading from it and noting the recent
incidents and urgency. He reminded the group of the concept that they are an advisory
council, the recognition of lengthy enforcement timelines by the PA DEP, and the need to
seek technical assistance from the Monroe County Conservation District, which led to a
discussion on this subject.

Mitch Bowyer commented on having a Township Supervisor representative, and he asked
why this was not done in 2026, noting how important it is to have Supervisor input. Dr.
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Dr. Ken LeSure reminded everyone that there is no requirement to even have an EAC,
and that they are ahead of most of the county in advising the Supervisors to pay attention
to environmental issues and take positive action, and that this is advisory only, which led
to a lengthy discussion on these subjects.

7. New Business:

a. Discuss: Recommendation to the Board of Supervisors on the proposed Data Center
Ordinance Amendment.

Eric White presented the subject of pending Ordinance No. 265. He noted that the easiest
way to explain this is that, in the past, the EAC recommended updating regulations in
2025. Since that time, the Supervisors and PC continued to improve protections, and he
noted how, prior to this update, data centers were allowed in the ED Zone and M-1 Zone,
but now this is being changed to limit them to just the M-1 Industrial Zone, and how
there are only two spots. He raised other points, where Vicky Ozgun commented on how
the data centers are being removed from the ED Zone and limited to the M-1 Zone, and
expressed her concern that the M-1 Zone is rural-feeling, and how Route 209 is more
commercialized, and to leave it fair on both sides of town. She requested that the
Township do a moratorium and respect the residents, which led to a lengthy discussion on
these subjects.

Dr. Mike Tovacchini commented that he is personally totally against data centers, but
professionally he notes there is a legal process. He also noted the various moratoriums
proposed at various levels of government. He said this is an evolving conversation. He
said there is a conversation about who benefits, how jobs are very minimal, and how
awareness on this subject leads to solutions. Todd Dailey also commented on data centers
and zoning laws.

Tiffany Drake commented on how residential homes located in M-1 Zones are impacted
by industrial uses, light pollution, trespassing, complaint forms, and asked about
enforcement of noise, lighting, data centers, wastewater, zoning officers, and quality
control. Vicky Ozgun commented on a zoning change, the environmental advisory
council, and the data center ordinance, which led to a lengthy discussion on these
subjects. Dr. Alex Jackson reminded Council of the agenda item, and Council further
discussed the ordinance.

Eric White moved to recommend to the Board of Supervisors adoption of Data Center
Ordinance No. 265 as is, seconded by Todd Dailey. Vote: all in favor; motion carried.

8. Council Member Comment:

a. Dr. Mike Iovacchini commented on the importance of recommendations to the
Supervisors, agreed on the complaint form to follow the legal process, and Mitch Bowyer
echoed the concept of recommendation by advisory boards to the Supervisors.
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b. Mitch Bowyer commented on getting feedback on how the email list is developing for
communication to Township residents for the tax bill insert, which encouraged people to
sign up, and how it was a great report on the status of what is being done in the Township
in the year 2025. He also commented on getting data on the email list signup quantities,
which led to a discussion on the QR code progress.

¢. Todd Dailey asked about the community gardens, which led to a discussion with Dr. Alex
Jackson on that subject.

d. Kati Machovsky commented on the importance of the upcoming Manwalamink WWTP
hearing on April 16, 2026, which led to a discussion on the capacity of the WWTP, the
existing quality of the discharge, impacts on endangered aquatic species, and water
quality concerns being one of the top-ranked concerns of Council.

9. Public Comment:

a. Tiffany Drake with a question about the data center criteria updates, and Council noted
that it is now a conditional use in the M-1 Zone, with noise criteria updates and
decommissioning criteria updates, which led to a lengthy discussion about the data center
criteria update and data centers in general, whether the Supervisors are on board with this
change to the ordinance. Kati Machovsky commented that the Township is not trying to
bring in a data center and is trying their best to protect the community.

b. Eduara Pereira commented on the most appropriate place to have the discussion, and
Council suggested attending the April 22, 2026 public hearing. She also said she is taking
this very seriously and mobilizing residents, and asked how many minutes each person
gets, and they noted typically three minutes, and then discussed conduct on how best to
do public comment and make a recommendation on the criteria of the ordinance.

8. Adjournment: Dr. Ken LeSure motioned to adjourn, Eric White seconded. Vote: all in
favor; meeting adjourned at 8:43PM.

Minutes Recorded by Dr. Alex Jackson

Respectfully submitted,

Julia Heilakka
Township Secretary
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