SMITHFIELD TOWNSHIP ENVIRONMENTAL ADVISORY COUNCIL
REGULAR MEETING - FEBURARY 17,2026 AT 7:00PM

A Regular Meeting of the Smithfield Township Environment Advisory Council was held on
February 17, 2026, at the Smithfield Township Municipal Center at 1155 Red Fox Rd, East
Stroudsburg, PA 18301.

Present were Chair Eric White, Councilors Dr. Mike Iovacchini, Dr. Ken LeSure, Kati
Machovsky, Commissioner Chris Bowers and Conservation & Recreation Director Dr. Alex
Jackson.

Also present were Brendan (via Zoom), Zak Klaptosky, Vicky Ozgun, Joe DeBartolo, and other
members of the public.

1. Chair Eric White called the meeting to order at 7:00PM.
2. The Pledge of Allegiance was recited.
3. Minutes:

a. February 2, 2026 Meeting.

Eric White motioned to approve the minutes, Dr. Ken LeSure seconded. Discussion: Dr.
Ken LeSure commented on the listing of members of the public and also on how the
minutes show members of the public commenting as if they were members of Council,
and that public comment comes at the end of the meeting, which led to a discussion on
public comment, the Sunshine Act, and how “other members of the public” would be
edited in the minutes. Vote: all in favor; motion carried.

4. Announcements:

a. March 28, 2026: Mount Nebo Park Educational Hike at 11:00AM; April 25, 2026:
Pick Up the Poconos event at Buttermilk Falls Road at 9:30AM; May 2, 2026:
Thunder Swamp (Wetlands) Educational Hike at 11:00AM.

Dr. Alex Jackson stated those events are imminent, and Council would promote one
educational hike at a time. He updated Council that Buttermilk Falls was chosen for the
Pick Up the Poconos event.

Council discussed promoting the Mount Nebo hike, the intent of the hike, how long the
hike would be, parking capacity, and the importance of encouraging all Council members
to share the hike with their networks. Council also discussed the importance of the EAC
position that hikes are to promote education, community, culture, and a unified message
on being an educational advisory group and building educational opportunities.

5. Old Business:



Smithfield Township Environmental Advisory Council
February 17, 2026
Page 2 of 4

a. Update: Manwalamink Wastewater Treatment Plant NPDES Permit (Discharge to

Brodhead Creek), located on River Road, Smithfield Township.

Dr. Alex Jackson said the letter was sent within the deadline, and that they received a
response confirming the letter was received by the PA DEP. Council discussed next steps
and planning for an eventual hearing, including discussion on the need for a Right-to-
Know request to review the permit materials, and that this should be on the next agenda
as a recommendation to ask the Supervisors. Council also discussed the need for a
subcommittee to start planning and the importance of starting this process now.

Update: Environmentally Sensitive Areas Map.

Council discussed being provided with a copy of the Environmentally Sensitive Areas
map. The map demonstrates visually how the Township is interspersed with many
streams, wetlands, and steep slopes.

Council discussed the interaction between development and roads, and the importance of
taking resources into consideration when discussing development. Kati Machovsky asked
about overlaying the environmentally sensitive areas map with another map, and the
Council discussed the zoning map versus the environmentally sensitive areas map, and
the importance of asking resource questions related to the zoning map. Council discussed
how the Environmentally Sensitive Areas Map is ultimately a map intended to be
presented at the same time as the zoning map to have a meaningful conversation on
Township matters from an environmental lens.

6. New Business:

a.

Discuss: EAC / Water Quality Educational Handout.

Dr. Alex Jackson said he took the engineer template for a trifold originally designed for
MS4 education as an opportunity for the group to form a subcommittee to create an EAC
handout. Dr. Alex Jackson said the EAC can help with public outreach and public
education. Eric White said the handout should cover stormwater management, where
water goes when it goes down the drain, Sambo Creek, small homeowner stormwater
mitigation, the goal of Council to protect water quality, why we are here, and “this is how
you can help” as a resident.

Kati Machovsky asked if the Township has a plan for MS4 complaints and said she has
questions over MS4. Council stated the consensus to table MS4, and that it would be a
separate conversation.

Dr. Ken LeSure said the trifold brochure could provide bare-bones information and
capture the essence of what the EAC is. Dr. Alex Jackson suggested pointing out what is
special about Smithfield Township that makes it unique in the state, such as Marshalls
Creek. Eric White said to raise awareness, who we are, what we are doing, why we are
doing it. He said to use bullet points, and cite references for further reading.
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Mike Iovacchini said the handout should cover the absolute basics: who we are, what we
do, event dates, meetings, pictures, and graphics to fill in the spaces. The goal would be
to build engagement in the most basic form, what sets us apart and makes Smithfield
Township truly unique, keeping it basic and simple.

Council had a lengthy discussion on MS4 as a future agenda item and who would
volunteer to lead the discussion after which Mike Iovacchini said that MS4 is a
worthwhile subject and worth talking about, but cautioned that it should be one step at a
time, and that the group should define topics, build equal knowledge of subjects, educate
themselves, and go from there.

b. Information: Upcoming Presentation by Monroe County Vector Control in March.

Council discussed how the county has a program focusing on mosquitoes and ticks and
offers townships a presentation. Council noted a March 17, 2026 presentation, and Dr.
Alex Jackson encouraged Council to find seminars and presentations to bring to the EAC,
which led to a discussion on educational opportunities for Council.

7. Council Member Comment:

a. Dr. Ken LeSure said that the federal government declared the Clean Air Act as basically
defunct, discussed the history of the EPA, and asked if the EAC should write a-letter or
take the lead with the Township to communicate a recommendation to the Supervisors, or
craft a letter to the Governor of PA to hold the line on environmental protection. Since the
EAC simply advises the Supervisors and has no power itself, Council said this was a
great way to make a difference at the community level and that there was no downside.
Dr. Ken LeSure was asked to put a draft of the Council’s thoughts together.

b. Eric White discussed inquiries he has received about the data center issue in the
Township, which led to a lengthy discussion about how the Township recently adopted an
ordinance update to protect the Township, that no formal land development application
has been submitted, and the subject of conditional uses. Eric White suggested creating a
data center information sheet, such as what they are, why they are a concern, and how
likely the Township is to see one, which led to further discussion on this subject.

¢. Mike Iovacchini thanked Eric White for bringing up the subject of data centers, noting
that lawyers and engineers were present and discussions were being had. He said that, as
an advisory council, he is unsure about taking an official position, and that the pros and
cons were worth debating publicly. He noted that Governor Shapiro put information out
and that Rosemary Brown put information out, and said the Council should mentally
prepare for future conversations. He commended Dr. Ken LeSure’s discussion on the
EPA, noting that we’re sharing a destiny together, and that there is merit in bringing these
issues up.

8. Public Comment:
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a. Dr. Alex Jackson said it is the time of year for Council to think about working on the
annual report. Eric White volunteered, and a deadline was discussed. It was suggested the
Chair and Vice Chair might work on it together, and that it is a one-pager presented to the
Supervisors and then uploaded to the website. Eric White said the annual report was a
good exercise and a good way to recall previous discussions and accomplishments.

b. A member of the public named Brendan (on Zoom) commented on the ecological impacts
of the data center in East Stroudsburg, and he supports the idea of drawing up a position.

¢. Zak Klaptosky commented on conditional uses and asked Dr. Alex Jackson a question on
this, which led to a discussion on conditional uses.

d. Vicky Ozgun commented on the state Senator, baseline analysis for data centers, and
emphasized the importance of the local municipality and the need for local ordinances to
be strong enough.

8. Adjournment: Dr. Ken LeSure motioned to adjourn, Eric White seconded. Vote: all in
favor; meeting adjourned at 8:15PM.

Minutes Recforded\ by Dr. Alex Jackson
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