SMITHFIELD TOWNSHIP ENVIRONMENTAL ADVISORY COUNCIL
REGULAR MEETING - JANUARY 20, 2026

A Regular Meeting of the Smithfield Township Environment Advisory Council was held on
January 20, 2025, at the Smithfield Township Municipal Center at 1155 Red Fox Rd, East
Stroudsburg, PA 18301.

Present were Chair Eric White, Councilors Dr. Mike Iovacchini, Mitch Bowyer, Alternate
Council Member Todd Dailey and Conservation & Recreation Director Dr. Alex Jackson.

Also present were Kati Mackovsky, Hudson Byrne, Elisa Byrne, Zak Klaptosky, Vicky Ozgun,
Joe DeBartolo, and members of the public.

1.

2,

Chair Eric White called the meeting to order at 7:20PM.

The Pledge of Allegiance was recited.

Minutes:

a. December 3, 2025 Meeting and December 16, 2025 Regular Meeting,
Todd Dailey moved to approve the minutes, Mitch Bowyer seconded. Discussion: Dr.
Mike Iovacchini requested one text edit on the December 16, 2025 minutes. He also said
the recording secretary articulates the sentiment of the EAC meetings well and that the
nature of how things were said is well captured. Vote: all in favor; motion carried.

Old Business:

a. Update: Official Map.

Dr. Alex Jackson stated that Township Staff will meet with the county at the end of
January, 2026 and report back sometime in February with an update on timing and how
the process will proceed. Council discussed how this will be a process, and the EAC will
be informed of its role in the process, and also expressed excitement. Mitch Bowyer
asked where the process for the Official Map is published and Dr. Alex Jackson said it is
in the Municipalities Planning Code.

Zak Klaptosky, Kati Machovsky, and Vicky Ozgun commented on the Official Map,
which led to a discussion where possible updates were discussed, including pedestrian
paths, as well as Godfrey’s Ridge and the waterfalls, and that it is a planning tool, and a
way to look to the future by allowing the community to plan. Council also discussed how
the Official Map already exists in the Smithfield Township code of ordinances, and how
this project would be an update to an existing ordinance, which led to a discussion.

b. Discuss: February 2026 EAC Newsletter Blurb.
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Council said the winter hike was a great idea, and that the Township has now had
multiple successful hikes. Dr. Mike Iovacchini stated how these hikes benefit both
education and community health and are a great idea. Vicky Ozgun commented on the
snow, and Kati Mackowsky commented on the conditions, as did Zak Klaptosky, which
led to a discussion where Eric White said the EAC would do another winter hike, but
maybe next time on flatter terrain, such as a McDade Trail.

Kati Mackovsky commented on how Dr. Alex Jackson did provide a disclaimer at the
Hike to the participants, which led to a lengthy discussion on hiking, and the complexities
and benefits, and how this winter hike was a rare moment. Eric White motioned to ratify
the newsletter, Todd Dailey seconded. Vote: all in favor; motion carried.

Discuss: March 28, 2026 Mount Nebo Park Educational Hike.

Council discussed that the Mount Nebo hike is two miles, and the date has been set. Dr.
Alex Jackson explained a flyer with a QR Code signup would be sent with the February,
2026 newsletter, which led to a discussion on these subjects.

Kati Mackovsky commented on how she looks forward to the hike, and Mitch Bowyer
asked how to communicate the hike more readily and suggested asking businesses to post
the flyer. Kati Mackovsky also commented on posting the flyer at the laundromat. Dr.
Mike lovacchini said this is a good example of community collaboration. Vicky Ozgun
commented on sign-ups, and Dr. Mike Iovacchini said it is a shared responsibility to get
the word out and for the community to get involved in Township events. Mitch Bowyer
suggested that local radio stations have slots where the EAC could participate in a five-
minute segment, which led to a discussion on these subjects.

. Information: PA DEP Manwalamink Wastewater Treatment Plant NPDES Permit.

Eric White said that the Manwalamink WWTP is now owned by PA American Water. He
acknowledged the smell, noted that it has questionable operations, and said there are
issues with violations. He also noted that, having lived in the area for decades, there have
been overflows and rumors of flushing into the creek. He commented on how a big
corporation had come in, he has heard they are trying to upgrade, but a PA DEP fact sheet
noted there have been violations. Kati Mackovsky said the public should reach out to the
PA DEP on this subject, which led to a lengthy discussion on the PA DEP open comment
period, community interest, violations, learning, and gathering more information on the
violations, the need for more stipulations and conditions on the permit.

Council discussed that the advisory committee cannot send a letter to the PA DEP without
Board of Supervisors approval. Dr. Mike Iovacchini said there is always a higher level

they are more or less subject to, and Council stated to ask Dr. Alex Jackson to request that
the Board authorize a letter. Vicky Ozgun asked how to send the letter to the PA DEP, and
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it was clarified that the PA DEP has specific emails published in the PA Bulletin, which
led to a discussion.

Vicky Ozgun said the paper mill also discharges, and that when the water level is low
there may be issues with that discharge, which led to a discussion on that subject.

Zak Klaptosky asked how many 15-day extensions could be granted, and said he feels
this is important and should be discussed by the Supervisors, including NPDES permits,
which led to a discussion where Council further discussed the options on the table,
including comment periods and NPDES permits.

Vicky Ozgun commented on the permit and the history of the plant, which led to a
discussion on the permit process. Zak Klaptosky said that the Shawnee Valley PRD, with
hundreds of new homes, may put a lot of stress on the sewage system, which led to a
discussion on how this would be tied into the Manwalamink Sewer Authority, and a
discussion on a motion to send a letter.

Eric White motioned to notify the Board of Supervisors that, as individuals, they
requested an extension on the PA American Water treatment plant and that if the 15-day
extension is granted, they would like to know if they have permission to submit comment
to request a hearing, comment on concerns, and that now is a good time to do so. Mitch
Bowyer seconded.

Discussion: Mitch Bowyer said there are differences between the designated use and
existing use of the receiving waters, and he also stated that he is concerned about the lack
of best available technology to disinfect the wastewater. Dr. Mike Iovacchini noted the
public water supply sentiment, questioning whose definition it is, what it means, what
metrics apply, and who defines whether it affects the public or not. Kati Mackovsky
commented on the WWTP subject. Vote: all in favor; motion carried.

5. New Business:

a. Discuss: 2026 Workshops.

Eric White discussed the possibility of events, using the summer solstice and fall equinox
as an easy way to plan out the year; and Earth Day. He also discussed the possibility of
working with an ESU biologist to use black lights to identify local insects, potentially
calling it “Bug Night,” which led to a lengthy discussion brainstorming future events.
Vicky Ozgun and Kati Mackovsky commented on events, and those related to children,
which led to a discussion on that subject.

Mitch Bowyer said the EAC should focus on a result the group wants to accomplish, and
noted the EAC priorities list, which led to a discussion about the primary challenge being
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simply getting people to attend events. Dr. Mike Iovacchini said you could argue that
anything promoting education and culture advances the EAC agenda. He added that we
could have an educational handout and rely on word of mouth and community spread to
increase turnout, which led to a discussion on that subject.

Zak Klaptosky commented that Eric White is doing a great job at his personal farm, and
that Eric White should keep doing this, which led to a discussion on this subject.

Elisia Byrne said the diversity of these events is a good idea, and Kati Machovsky
agreed, which led to a discussion on that subject.

Vicky Ozgun asked if the environmental complaint form can be shared with the EAC,
which led to a discussion on that subject.

Joe DeBartolo commented that because the complaint Vick Ozgun commented on is on
private property, it is not his jurisdiction, and how he forwarded this complaint to the
Zoning Officer.

Zak Klaptosky commented on getting along, working things out, talking like grown-ups,
and collaborating. He said it was nice to see the EAC hearing everyone, and that this is
how he feels the public should participate in meetings, which led to a discussion.

Elisia Byrne asked if someone files a complaint, where does it go? Dr. Alex Jackson said
it goes to the Zoning Officer and Code Enforcement Officer, which led to a discussion on
those subjects.

6. Council Member Comment:

a. Mitch Bowyer commented that Zak Klaptosky sets a good example for how
communication should flow because he raises his hand, waits, does not interrupt, knows
what he is going to say, and says it efficiently.

b. Dr. Mike Iovacchini thanked everyone for coming and said the EAC can be the example.
He noted the EAC has been cited multiple times at BOS meetings. He said everyone has
a different take on issues and everyone is entitled to that, and that courage is contagious.
He also discussed that, regarding complaints about environmental issues, we could make
a future amendment to the ordinance to make the EAC aware of complaints even if we do
not have jurisdiction to fix them. He said awareness can be therapeutic.

7. Public Comment

a. Elisia Byrne said that Zak Klaptosky is in a lot of trouble for tumultuous behavior, has
been formally charged for his behavior, and has been asked not to come to Township
meetings. She said this is a big deal and worthy of mentioning.
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b. Kati Mackovsky said Zak Klaptosky is very smart, hard-working, and does a lot for the
kids and does try, but some tones affect people differently. She praised the EAC meetings
and thanked Mitch Bowyer.

8. Adjournment: Eric White motioned to adjourn, Mitch Bowyer seconded. Vote: all in favor;
meeting adjourned at 8:51PM.

Minutes Recorded by Dr. Alex Jackson

Respectfully submitted,

Juli iakka
Township Secretary



