SMITHFIELD TOWNSHIP BOARD OF AUDITORS
REGULAR MEETING - JANUARY 7, 2025, AT 5:00PM

A Regular Meeting of the Smithfield Township Board of Auditors was held on January 7, 2025,
at the Smithfield Township Municipal Center, at 1155 Red Fox Rd, East Stroudsburg, PA 18301,
and via Zoom.

Present are Auditors Audrey Bailey-Hocker, and Katya Trofimova, Supervisors Jacob Pride,
Robert Lovenheim, and Michael Albert, and Township Manager Julia Heilakka. Carlos Cubas is
not present.

Also present are Kristine Karol and Vicky Ozgun.

1.

2.

Interim Chair Katya Trofimova calls the meeting to order at 5:12PM. A quorum is present.

The Pledge of Allegiance is recited.

Minutes

a.

January 3, 2024 Regular Meeting. The Board reviews the minutes. Katya Trofimova
motions to approve the minutes from the January 3, 2024 meeting, Audrey Bailey-Hocker
seconds. Vote: all in favor; motion carries.

New Business

a.

Consider: Election of Officers. Audrey Bailey-Hocker motions to retain the positions
from last year, Katya Trofimova seconds. Vote: all in favor; motions carries. The
following positions are maintained: Katya Trofimova, Chair; Audrey Bailey-Hocker,
Vice Chair; Carlos Cubas, Secretary; Julia Heilakka will continue to take the minutes.

Set Supervisor Employee Rate of Pay: $27.39 Requested. The Board discusses the
supervisors’ rate of pay. Audrey Bailey-Hocker motions to approve the rate of $27.39/hr
for supervisor employees, Katya Trofimova seconds. Vote: all in favor; motion carries.

Set Supervisor Employee Mileage Rate: Follow IRS Mileage Rate. Katya Trofimova
motions to set the reimbursement at $.70 per mile to follow the IRS rate in case it
changes, Audrey Bailey-Hocker seconds. Vote: all in favor; motion carries.

Public Comment:

a.

Jacob Pride thanks the auditors and presents a draft tax insert to the Board.

b. Kristine Karol asks about auditor duties and asks if they have a background in finance.

Audrey Bailey-Hocker replies the Board sets wages and mileage for supervisors
employed by the Township, and she has experience on the school board and worked for
Mayor Lindsay. Kristine Karol asks about the auditors’ purpose. Jacob Pride states when
the Supervisors appoints a third party to complete the audit, the auditors are responsible
only for setting the payrate and mileage for the supervisor employees.
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¢. Vicky Ozgun asks if the auditors approve the audit. Jacob Pride replies there is no basis
in state law for the auditors to approve the audit; PMRS has not yet released its audit,
which has forced approximately 1,600 municipalities in Pennsylvania to wait to approve
their financials.

d. Kristine Karol discusses the November 12" Board of Supervisors meeting. Jacob Pride
clarifies the appointed auditors need the Township to approve draft financial statements.

e. Vicky Ozgun states that the minutes from 2021 forward are not on the website.

f. Kiristine Karol asks if the name ‘auditor’ a misnomer. Jacob Pride replies no; if the
Township does not appoint a third-party certified public accountant, the elected auditors
complete the audit; when the elected auditors perform the audit for the Township, there is
a provision for paying auditors who complete the audit.

6. Adjournment: Katya Trofimova motions to adjourn, Audrey Bailey-Hocker seconds. Vote:
meeting adjourned at 5:34PM.
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