SMITHFIELD TOWNSHIP ENVIRONMENTAL ADVISORY COUNCIL
MEETING - DECEMBER 3, 2025

A Meeting of the Smithfield Township Environment Advisory Council was held on December 3,
2025, at the Smithfield Township Municipal Center at 1155 Red Fox Rd, East Stroudsburg, PA
18301, and via Zoom.

Present were Chair Eric White, Councilors Dr. Mike lovacchini, Ken LeSure, Mitch Bowyer
(arrived at 7:05PM), Supervisor Robert Lovenheim, Alternate Council Member Todd Dailey,
and Conservation & Recreation Director Dr. Alex Jackson. Planning Commissioner James
Munet was absent.

Also present were Vicky Ozgun, Kati Machovsky, Elisa Byrne, Zak Klaptosky, Justin Stangle,
and members of the public.

1. Chair Eric White called the meeting to order at 7:02PM.
2. The Pledge of Allegiance was recited.
3. Announcements:

a. Vacancy on the Environmental Advisory Council — Accepting Letters of Interest.

Dr. Alex Jackson noted the Township put out a Facebook notice, newsletter blurb and
website banner, and that Supervisors will vote in January on appointments, which led to a
discussion where Council offered to distribute the announcement from the newsletter.

4. Minutes:

a. Meeting — November 18, 2025.

Mitch Bowyer joined the meeting at 7:05PM Ken LeSure noted a text adjustment. Eric
White motioned to approve the amended minutes. Ken LeSure seconded. Vote: all in
favor; motion carried.

5. New Business:
a. Discuss: EAC Educational Tour of the WM MRF Facility in Pen Argyl.

Dr. Alex Jackson introduced the topic, which led to a discussion where the EAC decided
on January 13, 2025 1PM or later, for the tour of the new state of the art Waste
Management (WM) facility. Ken LeSure asked about the smell, which led to a discussion
on this subject. Robert Lovenheim commented on how they would never see anything
more fascinating than the MRF and how the MRF is one of the most state-of-the-art
materials resource centers in the country, which led to a discussion on this subject. Dr.
Mike lovacchini stated whether it is worth talking to the local schools about this. Todd
Dailey discussed the landfill facilities liners, drains, holes, pulling of waste fluids, and
how high-tech their methods are; Robert Lovenheim stated how they utilize much of the
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methane gas to generate electricity. Dr. Mike Iovacchini pointed out that this type of
subject of discussion was ranked as a priority by the EAC, and Eric White reiterated the
importance of recycling.

Kati Machovsky commented in favor of recycling, which led to a discussion on
recycling, after which Ken LeSure commented on out how the Re-Store in Marshalls
Creek also does forms of recycling.

6. Old Business:
a. Discuss: January EAC Newsletter.

Eric White said there was an EAC subcommittee meeting held on December 2, 2025, and
that they worked on newsletter formatting. He discussed collaboratively sharing with and
through the Board of Supervisors, and noted they can use the Township Facebook page to
post information. Mitch Bowyer commented on editing the newsletter to add more
information which led to a discussion.

Dr. Mike Iovacchini motioned to ratify the January newsletter and send it to the
Supervisors, Ken LeSure seconded. Discussion: Dr. Mike Iovacchini mentioned inviting
Mitch Bowyer to join the subcommittee in the future. Vote: all in favor; motion carried.

b. Discuss: January Educational Hike at Mount Minsi.

Council discussed how the hike was at Mount Minsi for Saturday January 17, 2026 at
11AM, with a snow/rain date for January 24, 2026, and also discussed plans for after the
hike. Council discussed the two alternative routes for the Mount Minsi Hike, and how the
event would be put up on Facebook and also be part of the newsletter.

¢. Discuss: Homeowner Small Project Stormwater Management Toolkit.

Eric White introduced the subject, and Council discussed how with spring around the
corner, it makes sense to have a workshop and how to establish a spring program
subcommittee. Ken LeSure suggested waiting until we get new EAC members. Mitch
Bowyer suggested that breaking the newsletter into pieces makes it so people can absorb
it more easily, and Council suggested 3-4 newsletter burb pieces, and a save the date for
the spring workshop. This would be “spring programming sub-committee” agenda item
for January, 2026. Todd Dailey suggested using the Township community garden
breaking ground event for this purpose, and Dr. Mike Iovacchini stated that stormwater
and education was part of the EAC priority list, which led to a discussion on upcoming
meeting dates.

7. Council Member Comment:

a. Mitch Bowyer commented on the QR Code concept to post and collect input on who
wants to be on the Township’s list of email participants, and wants a greater sense of
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urgency. Eric White suggested setting a goal to get a certain number of new emails every
month, and checking with the Township to see how well we have achieved that goal,
which led to a discussion on this subject. Mitch Bowyer said he is very disappointed the
Township hasn’t pursued the QR Code email signup policy, but Todd Dailey said the
Township does other stuff, and Mitch Bowyer reminded the group that Robert
Lovenheim told the group to be action oriented, which led to a discussion on this subject,
QR codes, and also on having a little blurb that explains where the QR code leads. Dr.
Alex Jackson stated that he will discuss these subjects with Township.

Dr. Mike lovacchini discussed a letter from the Brodhead Creek Regional Authority
(BCRA), which discusses the levels of trihalomethanes in drinking water being caused by
the chlorination of drinking water which was a DEP requirement, and halogen
byproducts. Dr. Mike Iovacchini also stated how the BCRA letter was written in a format
such that it is organized in a “what happened”, “what is being done”, and “what you
should do”, and recommended this as another as a model for communications. Dr. Alex
Jackson commented on this subject, regarding how halogenated byproducts may be
negatively impacting the water quality of the Brodhead Creek from wastewater treatment
plant discharges.

Ken LeSure discussed how many people are on well water versus public water, and Dr.
Alex Jackson responded on the subject of how many residents actually are on the various
water supply sources, and how there’s at least different central water supply
organizations in Smithfield Township. Dr. Alex Jackson also commented the BCRA has
service areas for potential further expansion, which led to a discussion by Council on
why some residents are on central versus well water supply. Council consensus was they
wanted to add this topic to future EAC agendas for discussion, and they expressed
interest in learning about all of the issues discussed during Council Member Comment in
more detail.

8. Public Comment

a.

Kati Machovsky commented on media, minutes, and the environment, which led to a
discussion on these subjects.

Dr. Alex Jackson commented on minutes and the Township organization, which led to a
discussion on the subject by Council on these subjects.

Justin Stangle commented on asking questions.

Zak Klaptosky commented on meetings and newsletters, and commented on his opinion
on the Township.

Vicky Ozgun commented on leaf collection, which led to a discussion on that subject.

Robert Lovenheim commented on the EAC’s focus and the name of the EAC.
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g. Todd Dailey commented on Marshalls Creek Falls, which Council discussed.

h. Dr. Mike Iovacchini commented on bringing issues to the EAC, actionable items,
newsletters and public groups, and getting things done.

9. Adjournment: Ken LeSure motioned to adjourn, Mitch Bowyer seconded. Vote: all in favor;
meeting adjourned at 8:28PM.

Minutes Recorded by Dr. Alex Jackson

Respectfully submitted,
7»/ R - » -
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Township Secretary




