SMITHFIELD TOWNSHIP ENVIRONMENTAL ADVISORY COUNCIL
REGULAR MEETING —~ DECEMBER 16, 2025 AT 7:00PM.

A Regular Meeting of the Smithfield Township Environment Advisory Council was held on
December 16, 2025, at the Smithfield Township Municipal Center at 1155 Red Fox Rd, East
Stroudsburg, PA 18301, and via Zoom.

Present were Commissioner James Munet, Councilors Dr. Mike lovacchini, Mitch Bowyer,
Supervisor Robert Lovenheim, Ken LeSure, and Conservation & Recreation Director Dr. Alex
Jackson. Chair Eric White and Alternate Council Member Todd Dailey were absent.

Also present were Kati Mackovsky, Hudson Byrne, Elisa Byrne, Zak Klaptosky, Justin Stangle,
and members of the public.

1. Chair Eric White called the meeting to order at 7:01PM.
2. The Pledge of Allegiance was recited.
3. Announcements:

a. Vacancy on the Environmental Advisory Council — Accepting Letters of Interest
Until Monday, December 22, 2025.

Eric White said there is a vacancy on the Environmental Advisory Council which led to a
discussion that the Township should have an opportunity to advertise this virtually for a
while, as well as include it in the newsletter. Council discussed the subjects of the
vacancy, applicant availability and experience, diversity, reviewing the letters, interested
residents, and EAC recommendations.

Zak Klaptosky commented that he was submitting a letter of interest.
4. Minutes:

a. None.
5. New Business:

a. Information: Byproducts from Using Chlorine as a Disinfectant.

James Munet introduced the subject, and Dr. Alex Jackson commented on a letter that Dr.
Mike Iovacchini had presented previously which discussed chlorinated by-products. Dr.
Alex Jackson discussed a new distributed document on chlorinated by-products, with
cited literature and alternatives to chlorine as a disinfectant, such as ultraviolet (UV).
James Munet asked about trihalomethane, and Dr. Alex Jackson explained that it occurs
when chlorine mixes with organic material in water, forming more toxic byproducts. He
noted that chlorine is toxic by itself, but when it reacts, the resultant compounds may
have adverse effects on human health. James Munet asked if there is any UV disinfection
for drinking water, and Dr. Alex Jackson explained that the cited literature was with
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regard to wastewater treatment, not drinking water. James Munet said that it is good for
end users of public water to filter water before drinking it, and noted that chlorine smells.

Zak Klaptosky commented on public water and said that he is a DEP-certified well
operator, and discussed residual chlorine levels in water. This led to a discussion about
water companies informing the public about what is happening with the water, the
timeframe for reporting to the public, and issues related to reporting lag.

Dr. Mike Iovacchini commented on chlorine as a disinfectant and noted that this agenda
item was an educational point. He said there are multiple different ways to disinfect
water, that he learned significant information. He reminded Council about public water
versus well water, noted it as a good talking point for ongoing discussion, and
emphasized the importance of discussing water quality.

Kati Machovsky commented on the focus on water quality.
. Information: An Overview of Management of Large Wood in Streams.

Dr. Alex Jackson introduced this subject and noted that the EAC reviewed a scientific
article that provides an analysis. He commented that it is interesting how rivers across the
USA historically had significant wood in streams. James Munet asked if that was good,
and Dr. Alex Jackson said it is good for the ecosystem to have wood in creeks. He
explained how the article stated by the turn of the 20™ century, there wasn’t much wood
left in creeks due to human activity. Dr. Alex Jackson also noted that the entire state was
deforested in the 1800s, and that by the late 1800s there weren’t many trees left, which
also reduced wood recruitment into creeks.

Council discussed how the paper analyzed how to characterize wood in creeks and
evaluate how the ecological benefits weigh against possible hazards. Dr. Alex Jackson
said that when there is more wood in the local creeks, it means the ecology would do
much better, and that the paper was intended for educational purposes.

James Munet said wood in creeks also contributes to groundwater, and Dr. Alex Jackson
pointed out how the paper cited a hyporheic phenomenon where there’s a creek
interaction with aquifers. James Munet suggested adding the woody diagram on page 318
from the article to the next EAC educational newsletter in February, which led to a
discussion about woody material in headwaters and intermittent streams, and how it is a
complex situation, which led to a discussion on these subjects. Dr. Mike Iovacchini
encouraged other EAC members to bring similar scientific articles to meetings.

Mitch Bowyer said the purpose of the educational items is to look at those items and say
what can be done within Smithfield Township to improve our environment and create
actionable items the EAC can promote within Smithfield Township.

Robert Lovenheim commented on Resource Recycling magazine and recycling in
general, and discussed some ideas for EAC recycling activities, which led to a public
comment by Justin Stangle, and Zak Klaptosky on this subject and about how you can’t
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change people. Kati Machovsky also commented on recycling and waste disposal and
EAC programming, which led to a lengthy discussion on these subjects.

Robert Lovenheim commented on the WM Pen Argyl tour and the WM facility in
general, and recycling, which led to a lengthy discussion on these subjects.

Zak Klaptosky commented on waste disposal and his observations on that phenomenon,
which led to a discussion on that subject. Justin Stangle, Elisa Byrne, and Kati
Machovsky then commented on data centers, Planning Commission members, planning,
sketch plans, and recycling, which led to a discussion on those subjects.

Mitch Bowyer thanked Dr. Alex Jackson for creating the QR code for newsletter signups
and asked for a January agenda item to discuss how to distribute the code to Township
residents, and Zak Klaptosky and Elysia Byrne commented on that subject.

Dr. Mike Iovacchini discussed how the Township could offer recycling spaces and data
centers, which led to a discussion on those subjects.

6. Old Business:

a. Discuss: January 17, 2026 Educational Hike at the Mount Minsi Trailhead and the
March 28, 2026 at Educational Hike at Mount Nebo Park.

Dr. Alex Jackson introduced the subject, and he noted the event flyer, Facebook event,
and January newsletter blurb to go out, which led to a discussion on these subjects, and
Dr. Alex Jackson announced an upcoming March 28, 2026 Mount Nebo Park hike.

b. Update: WM Pen Argyl Materials Recycling Facility Tour on Tuesday, January 13,
2026.

James Munet introduced the subject and Kati Machovsky commented on the tour, and
Elisa Byrne commented on data centers, the Planning Commission meeting, and the
presentation on December 11, 2025, which led to a lengthy discussion on those subjects.
Elisa also commented on a “Welcome to Smithfield Township” sign, and Zak Klaptosky
commented on that subject as well, which led to further discussion.

¢. Information: January 20, 2026 EAC Reorganization and Regular Meeting at 7:00
p.m.

James Munet introduced the subject, and also said that he would be stepping down from
the EAC and would be returning to the Planning Commission solely as a volunteer. Kati
Machovsky commented on her letter of interest to the EAC and on the WM tour. Justin
Stangle commented on the Back 9, and Elisa Byrne commented on the subject of
recycling, which led to a discussion on these subjects. Kati Machovsky also commented
on these subjects and on testing water and on the WM tour.

7. Council Member Comment:



a.

Smithfield Township Environmental Advisory Council
December 16, 2025
Page 4 of 5

Mitch commented on the newsletter signup QR code and asked for it to be on the agenda
for the January meeting.

Dr. Mike Iovacchini commented on the MRF recycling center, data centers, and the QR
code distribution, and asked that Council participate in distributing the newsletter signup
QR code to the community.

James Munet commented about posting events on Facebook, and he also asked whether
the Township could set something up for the public to go to the Pen Argyl WM facility,
and Dr. Alex Jackson said there is a strict limit on the number of people who can attend.
James Munet also asked if they can accommodate members of the public, which led to a
discussion in which Elisa Byrne commented on the WM tour, the EAC, recycling, the
EAC vacancy, and Kati Machovsky also commented on these subjects. Justin Stagle also
commented on the WM tour, which led to further discussion on the subjects of recycling,
the waste authority, and WM employees.

8. Public Comment

a.

Elisa Byrne commented that Dr. Alex Jackson has been at every EAC meeting, said he is

doing a phenomenal job, and thanked James Munet for his service and volunteer position.
She also commented on her family, teaching, the EAC meetings, and how diversity is our
greatest strength as a general subject, as well as the EAC vacancy.

Zak Klaptosky asked about the EAC vacancy, which led to a discussion on the
Environmental Advisory Council, and the appointment process by the Supervisors.

James Munet commented on the Sunshine act which led to a discussion on that subject.

Justin Stangle commented on showing up to meetings in person, the Sunshine Act, and a
the EAC Vacancy and appointments, which led to a discussion on those subjects.

Kati Mackovsky commented on the EAC vacancy, and on some of the residents who
expressed interest in the EAC vacancy position, re-organization meeting, and the process
of making appointments, which led to a discussion on those subjects.

Dr. Mike Iovacchini commented on the EAC Vacancy and his own background,
attendance, relationship building, application, and qualifications on EAC applications.

Elisa Byrne commented on the Township Facebook page, and the website, the EAC,
volunteering, and Kati Mackovsky commented on the webmaster, which led to a
discussion on these subjects where James Munet commented on the importance of
writing letters.
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h. Zak Klaptosky commented on writing letters to the Township, which led to a discussion
on that subject, and on the subject of government.

i. Kati Mackovsky commented on right-to-know requests, and Justin Stangle commented
on receiving letters, which led to further discussion on these subjects, where James
Munet said that Amendment 10 in the Constitution grants you right to accountability.

j- Zak Klaptosky and Justin Stangle commented on letters and government, which led to a
discussion by James Munet on voting, and Kati Mackovsky commented on polling
booths, and writing to news, which led to further discussion on these subjects.

k. Dr. Mike lovacchini commented on the importance of the EAC.

9. Adjournment: James Munet motioned to adjourn, Dr. Mike lovacchini seconded. Vote: all
in favor; meeting adjourned at 8:50PM.

Minutes Recorded by Dr. Alex Jackson

Respectfully submitted,

f\/) J
Jultatieilakka
Towitship Secretary




