SMITHFIELD TOWNSHIP BOARD OF SUPERVISORS
REGULAR MEETING — DECEMBER 10, 2025, AT 6:00PM

A Regular Meeting of the Smithfield Township Board of Supervisors was held on December 10,
2025, at the Smithfield Township Municipal Center at 1155 Red Fox Rd, East Stroudsburg, PA
18301, and via Zoom.

Present are Supervisors Jacob Pride, Robert Lovenheim (via Zoom, arrives at 6:05PM), and
Michael Albert, Solicitor Ronold Karasek, Engineer Jon Tresslar, Administrative Coordinator
Jessica Hodge, and Township Manager Julia Heilakka.

Also present are Elisa Byrne, Brett Cartright, Zak Klaptosky, Kati Machovsky, Ray Mitchell,
Jennifer Peck (via Zoom), and Attorney Natalie Young (via Zoom).

1.
2.
3.

Chair Jacob Pride calls the meeting to order at 6:01PM.
The Pledge of Allegiance is recited.
Announcements

a. The Board held an Executive Session today from 5:06PM to 5:45PM regarding security
matters and litigation.

b. The Board held an Executive Session on November 24, 2025 from 2:00PM to 2:20PM
regarding a security matter.

Consider: Consent Agenda

a. Consider: Approve November 12, 2025 Minutes.
b. Consider: Approve November 19, 2025 Minutes.
c. Consider: Approve Eligibility Lists for Volunteer Service Tax Credit Program.

Michael Albert motions to approve the consent agenda, Jacob Pride seconds. Michael Albert
asks about Brown & Brown and EM Kutz line items. Vote: all in favor; motion carries.

Robert Lovenheim arrives via Zoom at 6:05PM.
Reports:

a. Emergency Services: None.

b. Solicitor: None.

c. Engineer: Jon Tresslar reports that final comments for the bike plan have arrived from
DCNR and the project is complete. Sketch plans for data centers have been received and
reviewed with a letter sent yesterday. Post Office Road Bridge shotcrete is completed. He
lists the tasks that are outstanding and states the project should be substantially complete,
pending weather, in the next few weeks. He researched zoning issues surrounding higher
density housing and mentions a letter to the Board regarding changes to the ED zone and
higher density housing. Robert Lovenheim mentions Stroud Townships’ C1 zone for
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consideration. Michael Albert suggests adding this issue for discussion to the meeting on
December 17%.

d. Township Manager: The Township issued 15 building permits in November and received
7 Right-to-Know requests. Julia has been preparing for reimbursement for multiple
grants, Marshalls Creek Fire Company, Bushkill Emergency Corps, and one for Act 101,
Section 902.

e. [-80/SR 611: None.
f. Environmental Advisory Council: None.

g. Supervisors’ Comments: Michael Albert updates the Board concerning the Sewer
Authority and wants the Board to be aware that the Township will likely receive an
estimate on cost of inspections from the Township SEO. Julia Heilakka mentions an
informal conversation with Luke Eggart concerning this situation. Robert Lovenheim
expresses frustration with the Sewer Authority timeline.

6. Old Business:

a. Discuss: Signage Ordinance Progress. Michael Albert explains that the update to the
sign ordinance is piece-meal and will only concern limited duration and temporary
signage. The update clarifies R1 zone requirements for signage. Michael Albert notes one
line in the draft that needs removal and says he thinks it is ready for other entities’
reviews. Robert Lovenheim says he does not like the billboard portion of the original
ordinance. Michael Albert clarifies that this update does not concern billboards and that
they were intentionally omitted due to time constraints. Robert Lovenheim says he wants
to address billboard standardization in a future update.

Michael Albert motions to trigger reviews and analysis without the aforementioned
sentence, Robert Lovenheim seconds. Vote: all in favor; motion carries.

7. New Business:

a. Consider: Adopt Resolution No. 605 — Adopting River’s Edge Master Site
Development Plan. Jacob Pride states the development of the plan was approved by
DCNR. Michael Albert motions to adopt Resolution No. 605 — River’s Edge Master Site
Development Plan, Robert Lovenheim seconds. Attorney Natalie Young represents
Marguerite Vecchio of Prices Landing. She asks that the Board consider Prices Landing
Road when voting as it is a part of the proposals. She claims that the Township has no
right of access and states that litigation has been filed concerning this. She states that her
client is in opposition to the development and asks for consideration in that regard. Vote:
all in favor; motion carries.

b. Consider: Acknowledge Shawnee Valley PRD Annual Update. Jacob Pride clarifies
this is not an approval of land development; it is a schedule updated from the developer.
Stage 1B is now projected to last from 2026-2029, Stage 4 is projected at 2028-2032.
Michael Albert motions to acknowledge the SVPRD annual update, Robert Lovenheim
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seconds. Michael Albert asks if the document acknowledges that the Developer’s
Agreement has not been signed. Ron Karasek says this document notes that the
Developer’s Agreement is currently en route for signatures and that we do not yet have
security. Vote: all in favor; motion carries.

8. Public Comments:

a.

Kati Machovsky of Range Dr submits a Right-to-Know request to Julia Heilakka. She
believes that videos are public record and need to be available immediately. She claims
residents received parking violations from Ken Wolfe during the last snow event. Jacob
Pride clarifies that someone used a stack of old warnings and that the documents are
warnings, not Notices of Violation. Julia Heilakka says that there is no obligation for the
Township to have videos on YouTube, they are put up for transparency, and that the EAC
meeting from November 18" will be available in the next few weekdays. Robert
Lovenheim discusses the notices and parking conditions in Lake Valhalla.

Ray Mitchell of Craigs Meadow Road has issues with lighting near his house. He filed a
complaint after the lighting ordinance was adopted. Jessica Hodge confirms that the
complaint was received on October 22™ and is with the Zoning Officer. Jacob Pride says
we will touch base with the Zoning Officer when he is in the office tomorrow.

Jennifer Peck claims that the children of Back 9 supporters were used as political pawns
and is disappointed with the lack of settlement.

Elisa Byrne says that she watched the address Michael Albert gave on October 22"
multiple times. Elisa Byrne reads an email from her attorney to Ron Karasek. Elisa Byrne
says she feels discouraged.

Zak Klaptosky hands Julia Heilakka two complaint forms.

Brett Cartright talks about high density housing and thinks that the ED zone could be
revised to allow residential areas which could attract commercial interests.

Ron Karasek says he will attend the Board meeting on December 17% virtually from 6-
6:45PM due to an Upper Mt. Bethel meeting. Brett Cartright asks if another solicitor can
attend the meeting. Jacob Pride states scheduling is being addressed.

9. Adjournment: There being no other business before the Board, Michael Albert motions to
adjourn, Jacob Pride seconds. Vote: all in favor; meeting adjourned at 6:52PM.

aem =

Minutes Récg_rdé& by Jessica Hodge

- -
-

Respectfiilly"éubnj‘tted, _
< - —

A 5
JulixHeitakka ~

Township Secretary -



