SMITHFIELD TOWNSHIP BOARD OF SUPERVISORS
REGULAR MEETING - NOVEMBER 19, 2025, AT 6:00PM

A Regular Meeting of the Smithfield Township Board of Supervisors was held on November 19,
2025, at the Smithfield Township Municipal Center at 1155 Red Fox Rd, East Stroudsburg, PA
18301, and via Zoom.

Present are Supervisors Jacob Pride, Robert Lovenheim, and Michael Albert, Solicitor Ronold
Karasek (via Zoom), Engineer Jon Tresslar, Treasurer Frank Cefali, Budget & Finance Director
Bonnie Winters, Administrative Coordinator Jessica Hodge, and Township Manager Julia
Heilakka.

Also present are Brett Cartwright, Todd Dailey, Damian Dziedzic, Zak Klaptosky, Kati
Machovsky, Tara Mezzanotte, Efe Ozgun, Vicky Ozgun, Walt Podpora, Doug Schryver, Fran
Schryver, Justin Stangle (via Zoom), and Jean Turn.

1. Chair Jacob Pride calls the meeting to order at 6:02PM.
2. The Pledge of Allegiance is recited.
3. Announcements

a. The Board held an Executive Session from 5:00PM to 5:57PM regarding litigation for the
cable franchise fee and personnel.

b. Fall Leaf Pickup is from October 27™ through November 21%.
4. Consider: Consent Agenda

a. Consider: Pocono Mountains Economic Development Corporation Membership.

b. Consider: Approve Eligibility Lists for Volunteer Service Tax Credit Program.

c. Consider: Resolution No. 604 — Delaware Water Gap Fire Department LSA Grant
Application.

d. Consider: Approve November 19, 2025 Bill Pack: $171,281.14 (General: $62,531.45,
Capital Improvement & Grants: $84,141.17, Liquid Fuels: $11,629.43, Professional
Escrow: $12,979.09).

Robert Lovenheim motions to approve the consent agenda, Michael Albert seconds. Michael
Albert confirms the EM Kutz bill is a truck upfit. Vote: all in favor; motion carries.

S. Reports:

a. Emergency Services: Chief Jerry Grafal of MCFC discusses 920 year-to-date calls,
reserve balances, and an application to OSFC.

b. Solicitor: Ron Karasek spent his time working on Shawnee Valley PRD agreements.
¢. Engineer: Jon Tresslar states work on Post Office Bridge should conclude in two weeks.

d. Township Manager: No report.
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I-80/SR 611: Tara Mezzanotte states there is no update on I-80. Preliminary engineering
for SR 611 started and there may be a public hearing in December. The Liberty Trail (aka
September 11" National Memorial Trail) is still on paper as a proposed plan. Former
mayor of Knowlton Adelle Starrs, who began the fight against fences on 1-80 with
NJDOT, was reelected as a committee person.

Environmental Advisory Council: The EAC presented an official map update last
meeting and is submitting an Official Map update request to the County.

Supervisors’ Comments: None.

. Old Business: None.

. New Business:

Consider: Accept Change Order No. 1 re: Post Office Road Bridge Repair. Jon
Tresslar requests the Board table this item because a change order may not be necessary
like he originally thought. Robert Lovenheim motions to table this item, Michael Albert
seconds. Vote: all in favor; motion carries.

Presentation: Fiscal Year 2026 Budgets. Bonnie Winters and Frank Cefali present the
2026 draft budget. Bonnie Winters reviews highlights from 2025 and explains the
budgeting process. There are no changes in taxes for municipal, fire, or EMS in 2026.
Bonnie Winters summarizes and discusses revenue and expense types, liquid fuels, fire
and EMS taxes, discretionary capital projects, and grants income.

Doug Schryver asks about salaries. Zak Klaptoksy asks what administrative government
includes. Michael Albert replies all administrative staff.

Vicky Ozgun asks about the supervisor stipend and why it’s not being raised. Bonnie
Winters states the yearly stipend is $2,500. Michael Albert states PA allows it to be
raised but this Board did not elect to raise the stipend. Vicky Ozgun asks about capped
hours. Jacob Pride states the hourly cap was originally created because all three
supervisors worked as employees at the time; the hourly cap was dissolved because that
is no longer the case. Michael Albert states the auditors set an hourly rate for supervisors
who work as employees. Zak Klaptosky states Jacob Pride shut down discussions on
Mountain Manor. Justin Stangle states Jacob pride forgets who he represents.

Consider: Authorize Advertisement of Draft 2026 Budgets. Jacob Pride states the
budget will be advertised November 26" and December 3. Robert Lovenheim motions
to advertise the budgets, Michael Albert seconds. Vote: all in favor; motion carries.

. Public Comments:

Damian Dziedzic of Middle Smithfield Township feels Back 9 is a lifeline for the
community, teaches important lessons, and does not want the track to remain closed.

Ron Karasek wishes everyone a happy Thanksgiving and leaves at 6:44PM.
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Todd Dailey suggests removing leaf pickup as a Township service to save money. Julia
Heilakka states leaf pickup is mandated by DEP.

Vicky Ozgun states the Township gives her nothing, wants more opportunity to
participate in budget discussions, feels the Board is ignoring the community, assumes
taxes will increase next year, and supports the Back 9.

Walt Podpora states Back 9 is the most family-oriented track and wants the injunction
dissolved; motorcross should be allowed.

Kati Machovsky supports the Back 9 and feels the Township lacks transparency and
doesn’t explain items well. Jacob Pride states developers can propose whatever they
want, and the Township’s data center ordinance is very strong.

Zak Kalaptoky feels something is fishy with Robert Lovenheim and Smithfield Gateway.

. Jean Turn states there is no builder for a possible data center; Jim DePetris is trying to put

together a package to attract developers. She doesn’t think people will want to build
there. Vicky Ozgun states Jim DePetris shouldn’t be allowed to build data centers.

Michael Albert states the Township passed an ordinance to substantially strengthen
regulations on data centers, but the Township cannot make it impossible to build a data
center. Jim DePetris initially proposed the idea of a data center over a year ago, and the
Township renovated its ordinances to be one of the strongest in Pennsylvania. What Jim
DePetris proposed isn’t viable as presented because of the new regulations.

Zak Klaptosky thinks data centers are coming and there are discussions about building
one at Mountain Manor. Jacob Pride states data centers must be allowed somewhere in
the Township. Vicky Ozgun states the Board did not grant a petition to rezone Mountain
Manor. Jacob Pride states there is no right to rezone.

Zak Klaptosky states Back 9 is the only thing in town that the public cares about, feels
the public wants the track, and states the Board works for him. Zak Klaptosky begins
shouting and disrupts the meeting.

9. Adjournment: The meeting is adjourned at 7:11PM.

Minutes Recorded by Julia Heilakka
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