SMITHFIELD TOWNSHIP BOARD OF SUPERVISORS
REGULAR MEETING - NOVEMBER 12, 2025, AT 6:00PM

A Regular Meeting of the Smithfield Township Board of Supervisors was held on November 12,
2025, at the Smithfield Township Municipal Center at 1155 Red Fox Rd, East Stroudsburg, PA
18301, and via Zoom.

Present are Supervisors Jacob Pride, Robert Lovenheim, and Michael Albert, Solicitor Ronold
Karasek, Engineer Jon Tresslar, Administrative Coordinator Jessica Hodge, and Township
Manager Julia Heilakka.

Also present are Mitch Bowyer, Elisa Byrne, Hudson Byrne, Martha Carbone, Brett Cartwright,
Jennifer Dorflinger-Peck (via Zoom), Attorney Anthony Giovaninni, Ted Hunter (via Zoom),
Zak Klaptosky, Debbie Kulick, Kati Machovsky, Ken Motris, James Munet, JoAnn Norris,
Attorney Mike Peters, Walt Podpora, Joel Rafielli, Tim Snow, and Eric White.

1.
2.
3.

Chair Jacob Pride calls the meeting to order at 6:01PM.

The Pledge of Allegiance is recited.

Announcements

a.

d.

The Board held an Executive Session on November 12 from 5:00PM to 5:58PM
regarding litigation in the M. Manor case and Shawnee Valley PRD potential litigation.

The Board held an Executive Session on October 23™ from 3:08PM to 3:55PM regarding
Shawnee Valley PRD potential litigation.

The Board held an Executive Session on October 24% from 2:01PM to 2:56PM regarding
Back 9/M. Manor litigation.

Fall Leaf Pickup is October 27" through November 21%.

Consider: Consent Agenda

d.
e.

a. Consider: Approve October 8, 2025 Regular Meeting Minutes.
b.
c.

Consider: Approve October 22, 2025 Regular Meeting Minutes.

Consider: Approve November 12, 2025 Bill Pack — $170,987.76 (General:
$146,071.54, Capital Improvement & Grant: 13,886.44, Professional Escrow:
$11,029.78).

Consider: Ratify Contract with Raven Point Security Solutions, LLC.
Consider: Memorandum of Understanding with Aliver Foundation.

Robert Lovenheim motions to approve the consent agenda, Michael Albert seconds. Michael
Albert asks about Gatehouse Media PA Holdings and Monroe County Industrial
Development line items. Vote: all in favor, motion carries.

Reports:

a.

Emergency Services — Debbie Kulick announces that the 60™ anniversary banquet for the
Bushkill Emergency Corps will be held on November 15, 2025.
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b. Solicitor — Ron Karasek worked on the Shawnee Valley PRD agreement.

c. Engineer — Jon Tresslar reports that the master plan for the bike park has been submitted
to DCNR with positive comments received. He worked on the Shawnee Valley PRD
developers’ agreements. He details the progress of the Post Office Road Bridge and notes
a possible repair needed on mortar that was not a part of the initial bid. He estimates the
project should be finished within a couple of weeks.

Zak Klaptosky asks if the plans for the bike park have gone out to bid yet and asks what
DCNR is approving.

d. Township Manager — Julia Heilakka reports that during October her time was spent
mostly on document production for litigation and Right-to-Know requests. For the month
of October, the Township issued 14 permits and received 10 Right-to-Know requests.

e. I-80/SR 611 — None.
f. Environmental Advisory Council — None.

g. Supervisors’ Comments — Michael Albert attended the Sewer Authority meeting and
notes potential issues with some of the 537 plans from DEP. He informs the Board of the
possibility of needing the Township SEO to be involved with this project.

Jacob Pride thanks the constituents for the chance to work with them again.
6. Old Business:

a. Consider: Shawnee Valley PRD — Stage 1B Developer’s Agreement. Ron Karasek
says the Land Development Improvements Agreement covers Stage 1B which is
completed in seven phases. The agreement deals with only Phases 1 and 2 and $6 million
dollars will be posted as performance security. A minimum of $2 million will remain in
the performance bond for the construction of a road over a dam. The Township has
secured agreements from the developer that there will be no earth moving activities for
Phases 3 and 4 of Stage 1B until an updated PennDOT traffic impact study has occurred.
Lakeview Drive would need to be constructed before Phases 3 and 4 can begin. The
agreement also indemnifies the Township from possible future litigation pending the
agreement. The Stormwater Agreement defines who is responsible for facilities on lots
with stormwater detention, retention or other features.

Mike Peters states that his client, Ted Hunter, has taken the concerns of the Board
seriously and has made agreements that go above and beyond their legal responsibility to
protect the Township. He hopes the Board will approve the agreement tonight to avoid
delays.

Michael Albert motions to approve the agreements, Robert Lovenheim seconds.

Anthony Giovaninni advocates for the Shawnee Preservation Society with respect to the
Land Development Improvements Agreement. He details court rulings and a memo that
was sent to the Board. He states that it is his client’s position that any deviation from
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court-approved documents should cause a restart of the land development process. Mike
Peters details the steps that have been taken to address these concerns, including
comments about the Goldsmith House.

Martha Carbone asks what parts of the project the Stormwater Agreement applies to and
expresses concern regarding road improvements. Mike Peters states that the agreement
covers all of Stage 1B. Jon Tresslar notes that PennDOT has already completed some
required improvements, and the developer has agreed to make some of the improvements.

JoAnn Norris asks who will be overseeing the project. Jacob Pride and Mike Peters
clarify that the developer will post escrow to the Township engineer to pay for
inspections. JoAnn Norris states that Hollow Road needs improvements.

Ken Morris asks who owns the Goldsmith House and says that it should be condemned.
Ted Hunter states that the Goldsmith house is on an 11-acre parcel that is owned by one
of their LLCs. Jacob Pride says that the process for removing the house has begun.

Robert Lovenheim states that he personally opposes this plan, but he feels that his hands
are legally tied; based on counsel’s advice he must vote to approve. Michael Albert
agrees with Robert Lovenheim and says that he has spent a lot of time trying to
understand the nuances of the issues of this project. Jacob Pride agrees with the other
Supervisors. He says that PennDOT is often called the enemy, but in this situation, they
are protecting the Township. Michael Albert mentions that this agreement requires an
amendment after Phase 2.

Martha Carbone asks when the traffic study would occur. Ted Hunter replies that it will
begin during the first quarter of 2026.

Vote: all in favor, motion carries.
7. New Business:
a. Presentation: Environmental Advisory Council Draft Official Map Update.

Eric White presents a proposal to update the Official Map which was adopted in 2013. He
details what an Official Map is used for and why the update is needed. He names
Godfreys Ridge, Buttermilk Falls, and Twin Falls as areas that could be used for open
space and discusses the potential for a bike and pedestrian path.

James Munet says that the path is designed for non-motorized vehicles and pedestrians to
travel more safely while also enhancing the community through recreation, open space,
and curb appeal.

Eric White asks that the Board reach out to Monroe County Planning Commission
requesting technical assistance with this process by December 2025 and that December
2026 be the proposed date to conclude the update process. The Board discusses the bike
path, including the route and similar projects in nearby areas.
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Michael Albert motions to have Alex Jackson draft a letter requesting technical
assistance, Robert Lovenheim seconds. Vote: all in favor, motion carries.

8. Public Comments:

a. Zak Klaptosky asks about Raven Point Security and a settlement for the Back 9 case, and
claims that the Township is purposely dragging the court process out.

b. Tim Snow asks Ron Karasek about the next Zoning Board Hearing Meeting and asks
Robert Lovenheim what his view of the Water Gap Wellness matter is. Ron Karasek
explains what should be covered barring other items on the agenda and says it is
scheduled for December 2, Robert says he believes that the proposal did not fit the
current use.

c. Hudson Byrne asks when Back 9 will be allowed to ride again. Michael Albert explains
the legal situation and process.

d. Walt Podpora congratulates Jacob Pride on winning his re-election. He says that when
you go to court, whether you win or lose, you are a loser.

e. Joel Rafielli of Warren County is impressed with the Official Map draft. He likes the idea
of sidewalks and would like to thank the Township for serving the people and states that
laws are different than legal.

f. Kati Machovsky claims that Jacob Pride deleted and blocked people from his public page
and tells people to file complaints with the ACLUPA. She also wants Back 9 to reopen.
Jacob Pride states campaign pages are not public forums, unlike Township pages.

g. Brett Cartwright likes the EAC’s recommendation for the Official Map change. He
suggests signs that say “Share the Road” and would like a review of the ED Zone.

h. Jennifer Dorflinger-Peck suggests that the Township is admitting that motocross is an
outdoor recreational activity if it’s willing to discuss a settlement.

i. Elisa Byrne says that the process has been long and she is tired but is hopeful that there
will be a solution. She believes that Back 9 self-regulated well and have been respectful.

9. Adjournment: There being no other business before the Board, Robert Lovenheim motions
to adjourn, Michael Albert seconds. Vote: all in favor; meeting adjourned at 7:28PM.

Minutes Recorded by Jessica Hodge

-

Res;gtfu‘l}y submitted, _

Jmﬁ%ﬁlakka ~
Township Secretary




