SMITHFIELD TOWNSHIP ENVIRONMENTAL ADVISORY COUNCIL
REGULAR MEETING — OCTOBER 21, 2025

A Regular Meeting of the Smithfield Township Environment Advisory Council was held on
October 21, 2025, at the Smithfield Township Municipal Center at 1155 Red Fox Rd, East
Stroudsburg, PA 18301, and via Zoom.

Present were Councilors Dr. Mike Iovacchini, Mitch Bowyer, Eric White, Planning
Commissioner James Munet, Supervisor Robert Lovenheim, Associate Council Member Todd
Dailey, and Conservation & Recreation Director Dr. Alex Jackson.

Also present were Vicky Ozgun, Elisa Byrne, Rebecca Garth, Zak Klaptosky, Justin Stangle,
Gary Swartz, and members of the public.

1. Vice Chair Eric White called the meeting to order at 7:03PM.
2. The Pledge of Allegiance was recited.
3. Announcements:

a. Smithfield Township Trunk or Treat — Saturday, October 25, 1-4pm.

Dr. Alex Jackson said the Township needed more trunks and that there was space
available, which led to a discussion on that subject. Robert Lovenheim stated that
someone on Zoom was using an incorrect name. Council Members stated how the Trunk
or Treat was in the Pocono Record for publicity.

b. Vacancy on the Environmental Advisory Council — Accepting Letters of Interest.

Dr. Alex Jackson said Pat Owens formally resigned. It was discussed that anyone with a
background or some level of education, or a profession not currently represented, would
help provide diversity of viewpoints, and that it would be beneficial to get folks from
different parts of the Township. It was asked how many alternate positions could be
solicited. Eric White said the vacancy should be advertised on Facebook and social
media. The timeframe for the application cycle was discussed.

Zak Klaptosky commented on submitting a letter of interest and Vicky Ozgun
commented on submitting her letter of interest. Elisa Byrne commented on submitting a
letter of interest, which led to a discussion on how the position was chosen and the
Township process.

4. Minutes:

a. Meeting — October 1, 2025. James Munet moved to approve the minutes, Eric White
seconded. Discussion: Mitch Bowyer requested correcting the word “nomination” on
page 2 to “election.” Vote: all in favor; motion carried.

5. New Business:
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a. Information: East Stroudsburg Wastewater Treatment Plant (WWTP) (Receiving
Waters: Brodhead Creek) Public Hearing on November 6, 2025.

Eric White stated that Dr. Alex Jackson had reached out and explained that the PA DEP
recently announced a hearing scheduled for November 6™, and that for informational
purposes there would be a formal hearing at the East Stroudsburg Municipal Building at
5:00 PM. Dr. Alex Jackson noted that he had found a comment from the Delaware
Riverkeeper Network, describing it as the most thorough overview of the issue, and asked
if there were any questions or comments and reminded the EAC it had a power of
Council to identify environmental problems.

Eric White said he appreciated how the document referenced the Malwamink and West
Rock discharges and found it interesting. Vicky Ozgun commented regarding the
Brodhead Creek where people swim in the summer. Dr. Mike Iovacchini stated that the
EAC should have representation at the hearing and said that the document provided a
good overview of the issues, and that attending would be important. This led to a
discussion on next steps. It was noted that after the hearing, there is a 10-day window
during which written comment may be submitted.

Dr. Mike Iovacchini also noted that this was the same issue discussed during the recent
hike, and that the effluent discharge pipe was observed, and that this topic had come up at
the last EAC meeting. He stated that clean water is a major priority and that the group
should determine how best to engage, as this is a strong opportunity to represent the
Township’s interests, which led to a discussion where Council stated that this should be
added as an agenda item for the next EAC meeting.

Todd Dailey suggested sending the information to the Board of Supervisors to get their
input. Dr. Mike Iovacchini agreed, suggesting sending it to the Supervisors for a quick
initial opinion. Mitch Bowyer stated that he intended to attend and asked what
information he should review, which led to a discussion where Eric White stated that
after the hearing, the EAC could include an update in the newsletter and review what
occurred at the next EAC meeting. Dr. Mike lovacchini added that this type of issue is a
primary function of the Council.

b. Discuss: Communication Strategies.

Eric White said the EAC should first decide on the content, and then discuss how to
distribute that content, such as creating a stand-alone Facebook page just for the EAC.
Robert Lovenheim said to ask Julia Heilakka, the Township Manager, about this concept.
The “Environmental Corner” was discussed, and Robert Lovenheim noted the question of
what the official Township position is on certain issues, and that it is difficult because the
Township is legally responsible for what is posted on an official page. Eric White said
that the monthly newsletter remains the primary communication method, and he
suggested putting together an article on wastewater, how it affects macroinvertebrates,
and offering residents next steps on how to learn more. Dr. Mike Iovacchini discussed
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print versus digital formats and suggested pursuing free options, and proposed starting
with facts such as existing meeting minutes, and developing a framework for receiving
information from the community, which led to a discussion. James Munet asked for a QR
code for social media outreach.

Vicky Ozgun commented that the EAC should have a designated Facebook page for
informational purposes, which led to further discussion on communication strategies.

Zak Klaptosky commented under a different name on Zoom and commented regarding
Back 9 and social media. This led to a discussion in which the Council raised concerns,
which led to a discussion where the Council clarified that as long as public commenters
accurately and factually identify themselves, their participation in EAC meetings is
strongly encouraged.

6. Old Business:
a. Discuss: Newsletter and Future EAC Educational Hike Programs.

The Council discussed a draft newsletter and discussed the cleanup on October 10, 2025.
Eric White said that after seeing how much trash was in the woods and along the Mount
Nebo Road, the Council should consider future "Pick Up the Poconos" cleanups, and that
this was an important area to revisit.

Dr. Mike Iovacchini commented on brainstorming cleanup locations, and Council
inquired about who cleaned up Fawn Road in September. The Council discussed creating
an interactive map to determine which roads have or have not been cleaned, and the
Council also discussed community service trash pickup, which led to further discussion
regarding mapping.

The Council discussed future hikes, including the McDade Trail and the National
Recreation Area. James Munet suggested a guided bike ride along a road, which led to a
discussion about organizing a Mount Minsi hike and coffee event during the first or
second week of January.

Elisa Byrne commented on engagement and community events.

Vicky Ozgun commented on the hiking difficulty of Mount Minsi, which led to a
discussion of the Mount Minsi trail and hike locations and education.

b. Discuss: Homeowner Small Project Stormwater Management Toolkit.

Eric White moved to place this item on the next EAC agenda, Dr. Mike Iovacchini
seconded. Discussion: Mitch Bowyer asked what the benefit would be for the
homeowner, and stated that when the EAC promotes this, the EAC should be prepared to
explain what is in it for the homeowner. Dr. Alex Jackson agreed with Mitch Bowyer but
clarified that this document is not an ordinance and is not a set of rules; it is simply
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helpful information. He stated that the EAC could review it and simplify it over time.
Vote: all in favor; motion carried.

Discuss: Following Board of Supervisors’ Public Comment Code of Conduct.

Council Members noted that this had previously been tabled. There were comments
regarding the time duration for speaking and the possibility of increasing it from three
minutes to five minutes. Dr. Mike Iovacchini stated setting a time limit respects
everyone’s time, including those commenting, those in the audience, and EAC Members.
Todd Dailey suggested limiting off-topic discussion to three minutes.

Mitch Bowyer noted that there is a reason the Supervisors put their document together.
He stated that not all EAC meetings have been as congenial and said that having
guidelines would be beneficial. He agreed that this policy would help respect everyone’s
time and said he also supports having a time limit. He also mentioned the importance of
mutual respect and appropriate behavior. Eric White stated he agrees with the
Supervisors’ document, and Todd Dailey agreed as well.

The Council stated that the three minute limit should be extended to five minutes for on-
topic discussion, and that EAC on-topic comments duration can be extended at the
discretion of the Chair. The Council’s consensus was to remove the section referencing
penalties and revisit this topic at a future EAC meeting.

Vicky Ozgun commented on the code of conduct and stated that she only disagrees with
the minute allotment. She asked about back-and-forth discussion, and Justin Stangle
commented regarding public comment and Zoom.

Eric White stated that no decision could be made that evening. He noted that verbal
nuisances can be an issue as well, and that the document can function as a living
document. James Munet objected to the document, which led to a discussion where
Robert Lovenheim stated that these are simply instructions to the Chair, and that the
Chair makes decisions regarding how to apply the rules.

7. Council Member Comment:

a.

Todd Dailey commented on Country Bridge Road, which led to a discussion on existing
Township forms and policy for that subject matter.

Mike Iovacchini said there is a data center ordinance hearing on October 22, 2025, and
then the ESWWTP hearing on November 6, 2025, followed by the EAC presentation on
November 12, 2025, which led to discussion on that upcoming presentation. Eric White,
Mitch Bowyer, and James Munet were suggested to present the map on November 12,
2025, which led to discussion on that subject.
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8. Public Comment:

a. Elisa Byrne commented on an upcoming community day, the Back 9 litigation, and the
Supervisors, and said everyone is welcome to attend. She also commented on social
media, public comment, and Zoom, which led to a discussion on some of those subjects.

b. Gary Swartz commented on the EAC handbook and commented on local agriculture and
supporting community-supported agriculture, and referenced the previous EAC in
Smithfield Township, which led to discussion on some of those subjects, including a
possible collaborative agricultural program with the EAC.

c. Rebecca Garth commented from Reading, PA via Zoom. She commented on the
motocross community and motorcycle riders, objected to comments made, and also
commented on the Back 9 facility, learning life lessons, and her family.

d. Dr. Alex Jackson thanked Gary Swartz for his participation and commented on the
WeConservePA organization, which led to discussion among Council Members on
possibly attending upcoming events and adding this to an upcoming EAC agenda. He
also thanked members of the public for their comments and said everyone’s time and
attendance was appreciated.

e. Justin Stangle commented on Back 9, which led to discussion on the benefits to the
community and education.

Adjournment: There being no other business before the Council, Eric White motioned
to adjourn, Dr. Mike Iovacchini seconded. Vote: all in favor; meeting adjourned at
9:01PM.

Minutes Recorded by Dr. Alex Jackson

Respectfully submitted, ~
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Julia Heilakka
Township Secretary




