SMITHFIELD TOWNSHIP BOARD OF SUPERVISORS
REGULAR MEETING - OCTOBER 22, 2025, AT 6:00PM

A Regular Meeting of the Smithfield Township Board of Supervisors was held on October 22,
2025, at the Smithfield Township Municipal Center at 1155 Red Fox Rd, East Stroudsburg, PA
18301, and via Zoom.

Present are Supervisors Jacob Pride, Robert Lovenheim, and Michael Albert, Solicitor Ronold
Karasek, Engineer Jon Tresslar, and Administrative Coordinator Jessica Hodge.

Also present are Jack Baum, Eugene Berry, Michelle Bisbing, Elisa Byrne, Brett Cartwright,
Todd Dailey, Nick Fredericks, Vanessa Gleason, Ted Hunter, Zak Klaptosky, Debbie Kulick,
Katie McKovsky, Vicky Ozgun, Travis Pastrana, Jennifer Peck, Mike Peters, Jason Possile, Joel
Rafielli, Phillip Rinehart, Charlene Spezza, Justin Stangle, Gary Swartz, Charlie Vogt.

1.

2.

Chair Jacob Pride calls the meeting to order at 6:03PM.

The Pledge of Allegiance is recited.

Announcements:

a.

d.

The Board held an executive session on October 22, 2025 from 5:26PM to 6:02PM
regarding Mountain Manor and Shawnee Valley PRD.

Fall Leaf Pickup is October 27" through November 21,

Trunk or Treat & Fall Fest is 1 p.m. to 4 p.m. on Saturday, October 25, 2025 at the
Municipal Center.

Trick or Treat is Friday, October 31, 2025 from 6PM to 8PM.

Consider: Consent Agenda.

a. Consider: Accept Resignation of Pat Owens from Environmental Advisory Council.
b.

Consider: Appoint Eric White as Chair, Environmental Advisory Council, Term
Ending January 5, 2026.

Consider: Set Halloween Trick or Treat Hours — 6 p.m. to 8 p.m. on Friday, October
31,

Consider: Approve October 22, 2025 Bill Pack: $174,347.76 (General: $149,728.52,
Professional Escrow: $10,020.63, Capital Improvements/Grants: $14,598.61).

Robert Lovenheim motions to approve the consent agenda, Michael Albert seconds. Vote:
All in favor; motion carries.

Reports:

a.

Emergency Services: Eugene Berry from Marshall’s Creek Fire Company reports that
from December 1, 2024 through September 30, 2025, 641 fire calls and 165 EMS calls
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were made, for a total of 806 calls over a 10-month period. 278 calls were located in
Smithfield Township. Mr. Berry thanks the township for support with the LSA grant and
states that money is used for laundering facilities for PPE and personal clothing in case of
soiling on calls.

Todd Dailey asks about the new ATV, to which Mr. Berry replies that it will be ready for
use in November.

Brett Cartwright asks how the people in the township can support the fire department.
Mr. Berry replies with donations located on their website or supporting their annual clock
drawing and Golf Tournament.

Debbie Kulick from Bushkill Emergency Corps mentions that this is their 60™
Anniversary and that they will be having a fundraiser on Nov 15%.

b. Solicitor: None.

¢. Engineer: Jon Tresslar reports that construction is proceeding on Post Office Road Bridge
and he worked on the Shawnee Valley PRD.

d. Township Manager: None.
e. 1-80/SR 611: None.
f. Environmental Advisory Council: None.

g. Supervisors’ Comments: Jacob Pride states that a draft of the budget will be available to
Supervisors on October 31 and will be ready for advertisement on November 12%. On
November 19% the Supervisors will vote to advertise, which will run in the Pocono
Record on November 26" and December 3™ as well as be available on the Township
website. Final adoption is set for the December 17™ meeting.

Michael Albert reads a statement regarding the Back 9 case. He details the history of the
issue and calls for civility and respect when communicating with one another. Elisa
Byrne comments that she appreciates the remarks and claims that the law is on her side.
She states that she is stressed out by this situation. Vanessa Gleason comments that
respect goes both ways.

6. Old Business:

a. Consider: Shawnee Valley PRD — Stage 1B Developer’s Agreement. Jon Tresslar has
been working with Ron Karasek and the applicant on the developers agreement. Most
recent changes include an attempt to finalize when Lake View Drive will be constructed,
with an agreement that it will be escrowed with Phase 1 and 2. PennDOT also requires
studies of 4 or S intersections before issuing a Highway Occupancy Permit. Charlie Vogt,
Ted Hunter, Mike Peters and Nick Fredericks hold a lively discussion surrounding the
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project and traffic study. Michael Albert motions to table the discussion until November
12, 2025. Robert Lovenheim seconds. Vote: all in favor; motion carries.

b. Public Hearing: Draft Ordinance No. 260 — Data Center Criteria. The public hearing
begins at 7:27 PM. This ordinance was advertised in the Pocono Record on October 1%,
8", and 14™. The Township workshopped and discussed this ordinance for over a year to
strengthen and update the current regulations related to data centers and their subsidiary
components to ensure the Township’s ordinances adequately protect the community. The
Township received the Monroe County Planning Commission (MCPC) review on
October 8, 2025. The Smithfield Township Planning Commission recommended
adoption of this ordinance on October 9" with one minor change in §27-
511(22).(F).3.C.iii, and with the understanding that the Commission will meet in
November to discuss recommendations made by the MCPC. Jacob Pride highlights seven
key components of the ordinance.

Public members including Vicky Ozgun, JoAnn Norris, Joel Rafielli, Todd Dailey, and
Brett Cartwright ask questions about if this ordinance would allow data centers in
wetland areas; if there is a feasible place in the Township for data centers; if the
ordinance allows for the reduction of water usage; what the point of data centers are; if it
is possible to stop data centers from using specific parcels in the Township and applaud
the Board of Supervisors for their work in this regard.

Robert Lovenheim motions to close the public hearing. Michael Albert seconds. Vote: all
in favor; motion carries. The public hearing is closed at 7:41PM.

¢. Public Hearing: Draft Ordinance No. 261 — EAC Composition Revision, The public
hearing begins at 7:41PM. This ordinance was advertised in the Pocono Record on
October 14", The Township developed this ordinance from the EAC’s recommendation
to create alternate members. This ordinance was reviewed by the Environmental
Advisory Council and recommended for adoption on October 1%, Robert Lovenheim
motions to close the public hearing, Michael Albert seconds. Vote: all in favor; motion
carries. The public hearing is closed at 7:42PM.

7. New Business:

a. Consider: Adopt Draft Ordinance No. 260 — Data Center Criteria. Michael Albert
motions to approve Ordinance No. 260, Robert Lovenheim seconds. Vote: all in favor;
motion carries.

b. Consider: Adopt Draft Ordinance No. 261 —- EAC Composition Revision. Robert
Lovenheim motions to approve Ordinance No. 261, Michael Albert seconds. Vote: all in
favor; motion carries.

8. Public Comments:

a. Travis Pastrana of Annapolis, Maryland shows support of motocross as a sport.
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. Philip Rinehart of the Poconos believes that emotion has led people to not speak to each
other like good neighbors.

Joel Rafielli believes that we can work together and states that zoning is imaginary and
tyrannical.

. Jennifer Dorflinger Peck thanks Michael Albert for his words.

Brett Cartwright expresses thanks for the clarification regarding Back 9 and offers a ban
on gas bikes in exchange for electric counterparts as a solution to the noise issues.

Jason Possile believes Back 9 is a good place for kids to ride bikes.

. Elisa Byrne apologizes to Michael Albert and expresses that it has been a difficult season
for them. She claims her rights have been violated and feels that she has been personally
attacked. She wants to sit down with the Board and come to a solution.

. Zak Klaptosky argues that the actions of others and himself have been important to get
their point across. He wants to meet regarding a resolution to the issue.

Katie McKovsky asks what the Board is willing to do for the kids affected by this.

Vanessa Gleason of New Jersey states that noise is everywhere and requests reasonable
hours for the track to operate.

. Michelle Bisbing is the new President of the Pocono Mountain Economic Development,
and discusses resources available to area.

Robert Lovenheim states that the Township is not against development, but it is
important to know how things work.

. Gary Swartz asks about the status of his subdivision.

. Vicky Ozgun asks questions about the following items in the bill package: Tamara
Holmes Escrow, East Coast Network Services, IEGPF Parent LLC, World Fuel Services
and Zero Waste.

. Jack Baum states that the Back 9 gives children in the area something to do. Justin
Stangle states that only people who do not respect motocross think it is a nuisance.

. Charlene Spezza thanks Michael Albert and is concerned with the temper of people in the
meetings. She claims Robert Lovenheim is the problem.

. Jacob Pride thanks everyone for the meeting, acknowledges that tensions can run high,
and mentions that civility is important.
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9. Adjournment: There being no other business before the Board, Robert Lovenheim motions
to adjourn, Michael Albert seconds. Vote: all in favor; meeting adjourned at 8:35PM.

Minutes Recorded by Jessica Hodge

Respectfufiiy —sﬁbr'rriﬁ_cd,

Julia Mehlakka .~

Township-Secrefary




