SMITHFIELD TOWNSHIP ENVIRONMENTAL ADVISORY COUNCIL
REGULAR MEETING - OCTOBER 1, 2025, AT 7:00PM

A Regular Meeting of the Smithfield Township Environment Advisory Council (the “Council”)
was held on October 1, 2025, at the Smithfield Township Municipal Center at 1155 Red Fox Rd,
East Stroudsburg, PA 18301, and via Zoom.

Present were Councilors Ken LeSure, Mike Iovacchini, Mitch Bowyer, Commissioner James
Munet, Supervisor Robert Lovenheim, Councilor Eric White, Associate Councilor Todd Dailey,
and Conservation & Recreation Director Dr. Alex Jackson. Chairperson Pat Owens was absent.

Also present were Vicky Ozgun, Joel Raffieli, Zak Klaptosky, Elisa Byrne, and members of the
public.

1. James Munet called the meeting to order at 7:00PM.
2. The Pledge of Allegiance was recited.
3. Announcement:
a. Fall Pick up the Poconos - Friday October 10, 2025, at Fawn Road.
Dr. Alex Jackson said the event is scheduled for the 10™ of October, and the Waste
Authority is partnering. He provided other details and asked that Council Members
inform him if they can’t make it.
b. Trunk or Treat - Saturday October 25, 2025, 1-4pm.
Dr. Alex Jackson discussed how the Township runs the program, how the Township
needs trunkers, and that sign-ups are needed. He provided additional information, which
led to a discussion on getting information out to the community.

¢. EAC Meeting Schedule for November and December 2025.

Dr. Alex Jackson clarified that the dates for November will now be November 18, 2025,
December 3, 2025, and December 16, 2025, at 7 PM.

Mitch Bowyer commented that on September 23, 2025, there was a new public comment
procedure adopted by the Township Supervisors, which led to a discussion on that
subject.

4. Minutes:

a. September 16, 2025, Regular Meeting. Robert Lovenheim moved to approve the minutes,
Mitch Bowyer seconded. Vote: all in favor, motion carried.

5. New Business:
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a. Discuss: Following Board of Supervisors’ Public Comment Code of Conduct.

Dr. Alex Jackson stated that the Supervisors adopted this resolution, and the Township
said the EAC could decide to adopt or modify it, which led to a discussion where James
Munet proceeded to read aloud Smithfield Township Resolution No. 602.

Mitch Bowyer said that the policy regards public comment at public meetings of
Smithfield Township and therefore applies to the EAC which led to a lengthy discussion
on that subject.

James Munet stated that three minutes isn’t enough per person and suggested five
minutes, which led to a discussion about freedom of speech. James Munet said language
is being used, and people call each other names in the Senate and Congress, and it’s not
right that we would hit people with misdemeanors, and Eric White suggested that if they
are acting disorderly, then they can be asked to leave. James Munet said it should say
they can stop the meeting. Mike lovacchini said this outlines civility, and that this topic
needs to be further discussed.

Robert Lovenheim said the resolution was based on other townships, like Middle
Smithfield Township and the East Stroudsburg School District, which include rules for
pre-registration for an opportunity to speak, which led to a lengthy discussion on how
many minutes to allot for a comment.

Mitch Bowyer moved to table to the next meeting, Todd Dailey seconded. Vote: all in
favor, motion carried.

Robert Lovenheim said he wanted to welcome Todd Dailey and Mike lovacchini and that
they are glad to have them. He said deferring it to a few meetings is a good idea, and
there’s no rush to adopt this resolution or adopt any different version of it—it’s just
something there if needed—and they need more time, which led to a discussion.

b. Discuss: Election of Officers.

Ken LeSure stated he would be stepping down, which led to a discussion after which Eric
White was nominated by Ken LeSure, and he accepted the nomination as Vice Chair.
Discussion: Ken LeSure said he learned a lot about municipal government, and Vicky
Ozgun commented on nominating Mike Iovacchini, which led to a discussion where
Robert Lovenheim placed a nomination. Mike Iovacchini said he respectfully deferred to
Eric White and withdrew. Vote: all in favor; Eric White elected as Vice Chairman.

c. Discuss: Future EAC Educational Hike Programs.

Dr. Alex Jackson gave an overview of the hike, and Mitch Bowyer stated concerns over
the East Stroudsburg wastewater treatment plant effluent release into the Brodhead Creek
and how the EAC can make recommendations to the Supervisors and Sewer Authority
that it be addressed and fixed. Mike Iovacchini said it was a good community event and
noted that multiple municipalities share the wastewater plant. He said we could do more
research and overall it was a great hike and a great day and an unplanned moment that
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might have brought attention to something important, which led to a discussion on the
upcoming newsletter.

After a lengthy discussion on the EAC and the focus of the organization, the Council
agreed to keep “Future EAC Educational Programs” on the agenda and to put together a
blurb in the newsletter. Over the next two weeks, members will think about the next hike,
location, and date and come to the meeting with thoughts, which led to a discussion.

6. Old Business:

a. Discuss: Educational Programs on Green Stormwater Infrastructure for Residents.

The Council discussed examples of properly capturing rainwater, including some local
businesses. Zak Klaptosky commented on the Back 9 Track, which led to a discussion on
the Conservation District and locations that properly manage stormwater.

Eric White and Dr. Alex Jackson discussed an educational event for regular residents
who own a home and want to mitigate their stormwater impact somewhat, and to add a
link to existing resources. The event can raise awareness and provide information on how
residents can help. James Munet discussed the WeConservePA webinar they took in 2024
and how rain gardens in tighter areas can be built so that when water drains through:the
garden, it can be purified, which led to a discussion on precipitation events.

b. Discuss: Environmental Advisory Council Ordinance Update.

Dr. Alex Jackson noted that the Supervisors took the recommendation and disCussed a
draft ordinance that codifies the alternate members of the EAC, which led to a discussion
where Mitch Bowyer said it’s important that members be recognized one at a time and
also said the ordinance looks great as it is. The Council discussed how many members
there are and how many alternates, which led to another discussion on the current
Chairperson, Pat Owens.

James Munet moved that the Council recommend accepting the Smithfield Township
EAC ordinance updates, Mitch Bowyer seconded. Vote: all in favor, motion carried.

7. Council Member Comment:

a. Mike lovacchini commented that he likes the idea of alternate members and thinks it’s a
good idea.

b. Mitch Bowyer commented that he isn’t happy with the way the Township communicates
with residents and pointed out that Middle Smithfield Township’s paper newsletter is a
better option for communication. Robert Lovenheim said the cost is the issue and that
MST spends tens of thousands a year to send paper newsletters. He noted that voters are
concerned about expenses and reminded the Council that MST collects a lot more taxes
than Smithfield does, which led to a discussion. James Munet said the way to do it is
through getting people to voluntarily provide emails to the Township, and that text/email
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is the quickest way, which led to a discussion on that subject. The Council consensus was
to also add Communication Strategies to the next EAC meeting agenda.

¢. Todd Dailey commented that QR codes are the correct method.
8. Public Comment:

a. Joel Rafielli commented on the subjects of freedom of speech, freedom of travel, the U.S.
Constitution, and the Supreme Court. He also commented on some legal cases and code.

b. Zak Klaptosky commented on the Monroe County Conservation District, which led to a
discussion on how to best communicate with the government. He also commented on the
upcoming Pick Up the Poconos event.

9. Adjournment:

James Munet motioned to adjourn, Robert Lovenheim seconded. Vote: all in favor; meeting
adjourned at 8:19 p.m.

Minutes Recorded by Dr. Alex Jackson

Respectfully submitted,

J uli\aﬁ_g as

Township-Secretary




