SMITHFIELD TOWNSHIP BOARD OF SUPERVISORS
REGULAR MEETING — OCTOBER 8§, 2025, AT 6:00PM

A Regular Meeting of the Smithfield Township Board of Supervisors was held on October 8,
2025, at the Smithfield Township Municipal Center at 1155 Red Fox Rd, East Stroudsburg, PA
18301, and via Zoom.

Present are Supervisors Jacob Pride, Robert Lovenheim (via Zoom), and Michael Albert,
Solicitor Ronold Karasek, Engineer Jon Tresslar, Administrative Coordinator Jessica Hodge, and
Township Manager Julia Heilakka.

Also present are Elisa Byrne, Hudson Byrne, Marianne Cannell, Jerry Cave (via Zoom), Martha
Carbone, Dana Catrell (via Zoom), Oliver Conti, Todd Dailey, Christopher Dhillon, James
Dobbs (via Zoom), Zach DiPaolo (via Zoom), Norm Fish, Tara Forsen, Scott Herde (via Zoom),
Patrick Hoodichogan, Ted Hunter, Ian Kiro, Zak Klaptosky, Randy Litts, Gordon Mason, Kasper
Murat, JoAnn Norris, Vinny Orestay, Jennfier Peck, Walt Podpora, Maurice Servo, Adam
Shalosky, Bryce Shalosky, and Jerod Stoner.

1. Chair Jacob Pride calls the meeting to order at 6:02PM.
2. The Pledge of Allegiance is recited.
3. Announcements:
a. The Board held an Executive Session from 5:30PM to 5:59PM regarding litigation.
b. Fall Pick up the Poconos is Friday, October 10, 2025 at Mt. Nebo Park.
c¢. Fall Leaf Pickup is October 27™ through November 21%.
d. Trunk or Treat & Fall Fest is Saturday, October 25, 2025 at the Municipal Center.
4. Consider: Consent Agenda.

Consider: Approve September 17, 2025 Special Meeting Minutes.

Consider: Approve September 23, 2025 Regular Meeting Minutes.

Consider: Resolution No. 603 — Fee Schedule Update.

Consider: Authorize Advertisement of Draft Ordinance No. 261 — Revisions to
Environmental Advisory Council Composition.

Consider: Approve Special Event Permit — Liberty Tree Ranch — Ranchtoberfest.
Consider: Approve October 8, 2025 Bill Pack: $509,350.27 (General: $174,789.22,
Professional Escrow: $2,549.00, Capital Improvements/Grants: $50,216.65, Liquid
Fuels: $281,795.40).
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Michael Albert motions to approve the consent agenda, Robert Lovenheim seconds. Vote: all
in favor; motion carries.

5. Reports:
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a. EMS: Jacob Pride attended Community Night last night at JTL intermediate school.
Norm Fish states Marshalls Creek Fire Company has visited schools for fire safety.
Debbie Kulick states Bushkill Emergency Corps will be at Trunk or Treat.

| b. Solicitor: Ron Karasek received an appeal filed by Water Gap Acquisition Partners for

| the denial of the land development plan and a separate appeal for an enforcement notice.

| He received final briefs for the M. Manor case and a notice on the Karol appeal that the
Zoning Hearing Board (ZHB) did not file a brief.

¢. Engineer: Jon Tresslar states Missy Hutchison submitted the master site plan to DCNR
for review. He attended a preconstruction meeting with Bi State for Post Office Rd
Bridge, which should take about 60 days to complete. The Township denied the LDP for
Water Gap Acquisition Partners, but the plan included a maintenance building that was
incorrectly permitted by the former Zoning Officer, and then constructed, even though it
should have gone through land development. MCCD is requiring stormwater for the
building, and Jon Treslar suggests a single sheet recorded plan to keep a paper trail.

d. Township Manager: Julia Heilakka states the Township received eight RTK requests in
September and three in October so far, bringing the total to 92 requests received and just
over 104 hours of staff time expended. She submitted four LSA grants last month.

The ZHB meeting originally scheduled for October 14" was postponed by the applicant.
Michael Albert confirms the applicant extended the deadline until December 31%. A good
Samaritan picked up Fawn Rd, so fall cleanup is shifting to Mt. Nebo Rd.

e. 1-80/611 Updates: Julia Heilakka states PennDOT added new signage at the temporary
light on SR 611 to encourage patience and confirmed the light is working properly. NPS
is seeking comments and information to identify improvements that could be made to
visitor services in parks. Anyone is welcome to submit a comment at the Federal Register
until tomorrow.

6. Old Business:

a. Consider: Shawnee Valley PRD - Stage 1B Developer’s Agreement. Ron Karasek
states an agreement must be in place that includes public improvements. Jon Tresslar
discusses concern for phasing public improvements and whether a $2 million letter of
credit will cover the cost of a bridge over a dam, and notes the applicant has the right to
start site work with an approved plan. The developer’s agreement protects the Township
and allows construction to start.

Ted Hunter discusses the proposed phasing of Stage 1B and that he has permits for
crossing the dam. The Board discusses the timing for public improvements. JoAnn Norris
confirms Ted Hunter has the permit to cross the dam. Ted Hunter states the NPDES
permit is valid through 2030 and the Joint 105 permit from DEP is good until 2026. The
HOP is in progress, and he has received comments back from PennDOT. Jacob Pride
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reminds all parties that the Board cannot withhold approval of a plan based on other
agency approvals.

Michael Albert states the plan must be implemented how it was approved, and states all
public improvements for Stage 1B should be on the plan. Martha Carbone confirms the
bond will fund the bridge if Ted Hunter does not complete the work. JoAnn Notris states
Hollow Rd is not safe, and is concerned about the bridge.

Zak Klaptosky asks about zoning. Michael Albert states this is a PRD. Zak Klaptosky
thinks PRDs are spot zoning and should not be allowed. Todd Dailey asks about what
happens if stormwater runoff impacts neighbors. Ted Hunter replies stormwater from his
property is held on site. Jacob Pride states neighbors can sue if stormwater from someone
else’s property damages theirs.

7. New Business:

a.

Consider: 2025 Contracts with ESYA, FC Pocono, and East Stroudsburg Little
League. Michael Albert states this item is for discussion only. The teams have been using
fields for free because of how long contract negotiations are taking. He’d like to table this
item. Randy Litts and Michael Albert discuss a one-year contract for 2023.

8. Public Comments:

a.

Norm Fish asks when SR 209 will be paved by Smithfield Gateway. Jacob Pride states
the project is funded and will be paved in 2026 season.

Zak Klaptosky states someone in a Township truck trespassed on his property to check a
water supply for the fire company. Others use the roads on Mountain Manor, and he is
responsible for repairing the roads. He wants the Board to stop people from trespassing
on his property.

Oliver Conti supports Back 9 and wants to ride there again. Dana Catrell of Philadelphia
advocates for Back 9. Gordon Mason of 117 Clubhouse Ct supports Back 9 and feels the
track should be allowed. Walt Podpora wants an apology from the Board because they
left after concluding a meeting.

Zach DiPaolo supports Back 9, and has ridden at Camp Dora Golding multiple times for
shows. Elisa Byrne states Camp Dora Golding has a go cart track and tens of thousands
of people, but she has less than 40 riders a week. Tara Forsen lives over an hour away,
supports Back 9, and thinks it would bring good publicity. Alternatively, they could turn
the land into a trailer park.

Jerod Stoner of Lewisburg, PA supports Back 9 and wants the track open. Patrick
Hoodichogan plays a video of his child receiving a dirt bike as a gift. He graduated from
ESU, and feels the sport is beneficial to mental health. Jerry Cave lives about an hour and
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a half away. He has two kids who ride dirt bikes and supports Back 9 and feels the Board
was not paying attention once Back 9 supporters started speaking.

Ian Kiro owns a motorcross training school, supports Back 9, and discusses the benefits
of motorcross. Vinny Orestay lives in Long Island, NY, and owns a track in Delaware.
He supports Back 9 and feels the track should be open. Christopher Dhillon owns a drone
company and states the FAA could prosecute Tom Riccobono.

Scott Herde of Tonopah, Arizona, supports Back 9. Adam Shalosky of a neighboring
township supports Back 9 and feels the impact of Back 9 is nothing compared to
Shawnee Valley PRD. Maurice Servo feels Mountain Manor is zoned correctly and
motorcross should be allowed.

Marianne Cannell lives in Smithfield Township and requests the Board consider
removing the franchise fee. Jacob Pride states the Township receives franchise fees for
companies using rights-of-way. The fee is only for cable, not internet.

Bryce Shalosky loves to ride his dirtbike and is sad he cannot ride at Back 9. Kasper
Murat supports Back 9 and isn’t doing much with the track closed. James Dobbs of
Carlisle, PA discusses the benefits of motorcross and suggests the Back 9 supporters visit
the judge’s house.

Hudson Byrne asks when he can ride on his property. Elisa Byrne and Zak Klaptosky
want the injunction dissolved. Elisa Byrne states her attorney costs $1,000 an hour. She
gets letters of support and cannot read them because they make her sad. She wants the
track open. Jennifer Peck states Back 9 is beneficial for her son, who has a learning
disability. Her son’s happiness was stolen when the track closed.

9. Adjournment: There being no other business before the Board, Michael Albert motions to
adjourn, Jacob Pride seconds. Vote: all in favor; meeting adjourned at 7:59PM.

Minutes Recorded by Julia Heilakka

Respectfirily subinitted, —
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