SMITHFIELD TOWNSHIP ZONING HEARING BOARD
REGULAR MEETING - SEPTEMBER 2, 2025, AT 7:00PM

A Regular Meeting of the Smithfield Township Zoning Hearing Board (“Board”) was held on
September 2, 2025, at the Smithfield Township Municipal Center at 1155 Red Fox Rd, East
Stroudsburg, PA 18301.

Present are Board members Lucas Fuller, Guy Miller, and Marianne Cannell, Solicitor Jeff
Durney, Stenographer Donna Kenderdine, Zoning Officer Matthew Helbers, and Township
Manager Julia Heilakka.

Also present is Robert Lee Bower, Elisa Byrne, Sean Collins, Todd Dailey, Maurice Derivao
Edward Driver, Damian Dziedzec, Dane Hansen, Zak Klaptosky, Eric Marra, Scott McGlynn,
Jennifer Dorflinger Peck, Efe Ozgun, Vicky Ozgun, Walt Podpora, and Zack Possinger.

1.

2.

7.

Chair Lucas Fuller calls the meeting to order at 7:00PM.
The Pledge of Allegiance is recited.
Minutes:

a. July 7, 2025 Regular Meeting. Guy Miller motions to approve the minutes, Marianne
Cannell seconds. Vote: all in favor; motion carries.

Public Comment on the Agenda: None.
Old Business: None.
New Business:

a. Public Hearing — Robert Lee Bower Variance Request. The public hearing for Robert
Lee Bower at 403 Mosiers Knob Rd, Parcel 16.1.1.4, PIN 16734200073036, requests a
variance from the Township Zoning Code, §27-503.4 — Setback Requirements, to permit
the construction of a shed in the R1 Zoning District on a corner lot because of a steep
slope behind his home. The hearing is transcribed by Donna Kenderdine Reporting.

The hearing is closed at 7:16PM. The Board enters executive session for legal counsel at
7:17PM and returns at 7:27PM. Lucas Fuller motions to approve the variance request,
Guy Miller seconds. Vote: all in favor; motion carries. Attorney Durney will provide the
written brief in the next 45 days.

Public Comments:

a. Attorney Durney summarizes the M. Manor Holding/Back 9 case: the Board issued a
ruling that was appealed. Judge Zulick issued a decision, which was appealed by Back 9
and the Township. The case is at the Commonwealth Court awaiting scheduling.

b. Walt Podpora states Jacob Pride was disrespectful by texting at a meeting.
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Jennifer Dorflinger Peck of New Jersey questions the actions of former Zoning Officer
Ken Wolf and discusses amenities on the Mountain Manor property. She filed a Right-to-
Know request with the Township, feels that Camp Dora Golden [sic] doesn’t properly
reflect the zoning in the Township, and notes that the camp is embroiled in an alleged
sexual assault case.

. Sean Collins of New Jersey thanks the Board for paying attention and feels this case has
given the Township bad press. He drives from New Jersey to spend time with the track’s
community because they are a close-knit group.

. Zack Possinger of Middle Smithfield Township states the track is beneficial to the

community because it helps local businesses and brings families together.
Edward Driver states there is no place nearby to ride dirt bikes and thanks Back 9.

. Scott McGlynn speaks positively of the racing community and discusses other tracks that
are far away or more expensive. He broke his leg, and Back 9 provided him with a golf
cart so he could ride around the track. He suggests a wall to reduce noise and wants the
Township and Back 9 to come to an agreement because it’s very expensive to run a track.

. Damian Dziedzec of Middle Smithfield Township wants a professional motocross facility
in the area.

Elisa Byrne is one of the owners of Mountain Manor Resort. She purchased the property
over ten years ago and appreciates the atmosphere of the room. She states she worked
with the former Zoning Officer and felt blindsided when the track was closed. Many local
agencies benefit from her facility.

Elisa Byrne states the former Zoning Officer said she could operate 24/7. She reduced her
hours when she heard families were affected by the track’s operation. The Booths have
harassed her and her community. There is no safe place to ride within two hours.

Elisa Byrne states she has been respectful the entire time and invested a lot of money in
the track. She has hundreds of messages of support, over 300,000 views on social media,
and has been contacted by USA Today.

Elisa Byrne states the Township cannot afford a full-time Zoning Officer because of the
legal bills associated with her case. Her kids haven’t ridden in a year, and she chose a
professional to build the track.

Elisa Byrne states she tried to meet with Michael Albert but was told he cannot meet
without attorneys present. She states Ron Karasek said they could open a casino and erect
stadium lights. She has already raised $20,000 and restarted a GoFundMe page.

Dane Hansen discusses that participating in the sport is becoming more difficult because
tracks are being shut down. He is concerned for kids riding dirt bikes on roads.
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k. Eric Marra of New Jersey feels Back 9 was the safest track to ride at and is angry it was
shut down. He states schools build football fields with taxpayer funds, but Back 9 built
the track with their own money.

l.  Zak Klaptosky of 109 Clubhouse Ct. asks if Attorney Durney is filling in for Ron
Karasek. Attorney Durney replies he is the solicitor for the Zoning Hearing Board; the
Township submitted a separate brief and this Board did not submit a brief. Zak Klaptosky
speaks negatively of a Right-to-Know response, Township personnel, and the
supervisors.

Zak Klaptosky feels Back 9 received a bad reputation unfairly and that Back 9 will win
the case. He announces a write-in campaign for constable, as the current candidate killed
a goat and local authorities have not taken action.

m. Maurice Derivao states the track is a family and it should be open; he moved to the
Poconos to ride dirt bikes and snowboard in the winter.

8. Adjournment: There being no other business before the Board, Guy Miller motions to
adjourn, Marianne Cannell seconds. Vote: all in favor; meeting adjourned at 8:24PM.

Minutes Recorded by Julia Heilakka
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