SMITHFIELD TOWNSHIP BOARD OF SUPERVISORS
REGULAR MEETING - SEPTEMBER 23, 2025, AT 6:00PM

A Regular Meeting of the Smithfield Township Board of Supervisors was held on September 23,
2025, at the Smithfield Township Municipal Center at 1155 Red Fox Rd, East Stroudsburg, PA
18301, and via Zoom,

Present are Supervisors Jacob Pride, Robert Lovenheim (via Zoom), and Michael Albert,
Solicitor Ronold Karasek, Engineer Jon Tresslar, Administrative Coordinator Jessica Hodge, and
Township Manager Julia Heilakka.

Also present are Tammy Booth (via Zoom), Elisa Byrne, Hudson Byrne, Todd Dailey, Paul
Dellavalle, Damian Dziedzic, Vanessa Gleason, Zak Klaptosky, Attorney Bill Kramer, Katherine
Machovsky, Nate Qiler, Vicky Ozgun, Jennifer Dorflinger Peck, Walter Podpora, Tim Snow, Dr.
Dominic Sportelli, Justin Stangle (via Zoom), Joseph Villacorta, and members of the public.

1. Chair Jacob Pride calls the meeting to order at 6:02PM.

2. The Pledge of Allegiance is recited.

3. Announcements

a.

<.

d.

The Board held an Executive Session on September 23, 2025, from 5:30PM to 6:00PM
regarding security, collective bargaining, and litigation for the Vecchio, Mountain Manor,
and Water Gap cases.

The Board held an Executive Session on September 12, 2025 from 11:30AM to 1:44PM
regarding security and litigation for M. Manor Holding.

Fall Pick up the Poconos is Friday, October 10, 2025 at Fawn Road.

Trunk or Treat & Fall Fest is Saturday, October 25, 2025 at the Municipal Center.

4. Consider: Consent Agenda

PRoTE

a

Consider: Approve August 26, 2025 Regular Meeting Minutes.

Consider: Approve August 27, 2025 Special Meeting Minutes.

Consider: Approve September 9, 2025 Regular Meeting Minutes.

Consider: Ratify Special Event Permit — Liberty Tree Ranch Apple Cider Festival.
Consider: Appoint Michael lovacchini to Environmental Advisory Council, Term
Ending January 4, 2027.

Consider: Appoint Todd Dailey to Environmental Advisory Council Associate
Membership, Term Ending January 4, 2026.

Consider: Authorize Advertisement of Zoning Map Clerical Amendment.
Consider: Resolution No. 597 — Marshalls Creek Fire Company LSA Grant
Application.

Consider: Resolution No. 598 —~ Monroe County Firemen’s Association LSA Grant
Application.
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Consider: Resolution No. 599 — Delaware Water Gap Fire Department LSA Grant
Application.

Consider: Resolution No. 600 — Smithfield Township LSA Grant Application.
Consider: Match Commitment Letter for Smithfield Township LSA Grant.
Consider: Resolution No. 601 — Disposition of Records.

Consider: Approve September 23, 2025 Bill Pack: $216,771.89 (General:
$212,300.64, Professional Escrow: $4,471.25).

Consider: Approve Land Development and Stormwater Agreements for Eagle
Valley Self-Storage LDP.

)
)

FPETF

e

Robert Lovenheim motions to approve the consent agenda, Michael Albert seconds. Ron
Karasek states Attorney Bill Cramer is present on behalf of Eagle Valley Self-Storage if there
are any questions. Attorney Cramer explains that his client is under contract to sell Parcel
16.10.1.15-1 with the approved LDP, with closing scheduled for October 14", The
documents will be signed but placed in escrow with the Township until the sale goes through.

Michael Albert asks about the Township’s LSA grant. Julia Heilakka states the project is
$130,000 for security upgrades and includes a $10,000 match commitment from the
Township. Tim Snow asks about the contact for DWGFD. Julia Heilakka replies Tim
Mauceri, and states entities can apply for grants while still having other grants open.

Zak Klaptosky asks if the Township will shred the former Zoning Officer’s personnel file.
Jacob Pride replies no. Vote: all in favor; motion carries.

5. Reports

a. Solicitor: Ron Karasek worked on open litigation for the Karol and Back 9/M. Manor
Holding cases and should connect with an attorney from Doylestown regarding SVPRD
in the next few days.

b. Engineer: Jon Tresslar completed the last meeting for the master plan for the bike park,
which will go to DCNR. Missy Hutchison is working on MS-4. He met with Ted Hunter
for input on SVPRD, and is concerned about a single ingress/egress. He will reach out to
the Board regarding easements for the Green Mountain Drive Bridge project.

¢. Township Manager: Julia Heilakka primarily worked on LSA grants.

d. Supervisors: Jacob Pride compliments the DPW for the work completed on River Rd.
Millings went to River’s Edge Park to improve the entry way and parking lot.

6. Old Business:

a. Public Hearing: Draft Ordinance No. 258 — Lighting. The public hearing begins at
6:25PM. Alex Jackson provides a summary for the ordinance. This ordinance was
advertised in the Pocono Record on September 2™, 8% and 15" and was sent to the
Township and County Planning Commissions. The Township Planning Commission
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recommended approval on August 14, 2025, and the September 5, 2025 letter from the
Monroe County Planning Commission has no substantial comments. Michael Albert
motions to close the hearing, Robert Lovenheim seconds. Vote: all in favor; hearing
closes at 6:29PM.

b. Public Hearing: Draft Ordinance No. 259 — Tax Penalty Waiver Provisions. The
public hearing begins at 6:30PM. This ordinance brings the Township into compliance
with Act 57 of 2022. This was advertised in the Pocono Record on September 10, 2025
and did not go before the planning commissions because it is not a zoning or SALDO
amendment. Michael Albert motions to close the hearing, Robert Lovenheim seconds.
Vote: all in favor; hearing closes at 6:31PM.

¢. Discuss: Revisions to Environmental Advisory Council Ordinance. The
Environmental Advisory Council recommended revisions to allow associate members to
vote if regular members could not reach quorum. After discussion, Alex Jackson will
place this in ordinance form and will send to Ron Karasek for revisions.

7. New Business:

a. Consider: Resolution No. 602 — Public Comment Code of Conduct. Jacob Pride reads
Resolution No. 602 — Public Comment Code of Conduct. Robert Lovenheim motions to
approve Resolution No. 602, Michael Albert seconds. Zak Klaptosky wants a copy of the
resolution and feels this limits public comment. Julia Heilakka states resolutions are
uploaded to eCode. Katherine Machovsky of 5112 Range Drive wants a special meeting
to voice her concerns. Vicky Ozgun confirms this is a resolution.

Vanessa Gleason of Landing, New Jersey felt disrespected when the supervisors left after
they closed a meeting and wants an apology. Damian Dziedzic of Middle Smithfield
Township feels the Township has refused to allow public comment. Robert Lovenheim
states the School District and Middle Smithfield Township have similar rules. Michael
Albert explains the resolution affords everyone the right to talk; multiple residents have
felt unable to speak because of lengthy comments from other individuals. The Township
could have limited public comment to residents and taxpayers but chose not to so anyone
can voice their thoughts. Vicky Ozgun feels this is occurring because of Back 9. Justin
Stangle feels the Township is the problem. Vote: all in favor; motion carries.

b. Consider: Adopt Draft Ordinance No. 258 — Lighting. Robert Lovenheim motions to
approve Ordinance No. 258 — Lighting, Michael Albert seconds. Vote: all in favor;
motion carries.

¢. Consider: Adopt Draft Ordinance No. 259 — Tax Penalty Waiver Provisions.
Michael Albert motions to approve Ordinance No. 259 — Tax Penalty Waiver Provisions,
Robert Lovenheim seconds. Vote: all in favor; motion carries.

d. Discuss: Housing in Smithfield Township — Westfield Project. Nate Oiler provides a
status update for the Westfield Project (Parcel 16.92932). The Board discusses if the
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corridor at large (Independence Rd) should be rezoned or overlayed to better reflect that
area’s uses, and Jacob Pride suggests that this project may want to pursue a variance. The
Board discusses apartment buildings, building height maximums, and access to public
sewer and water.

Zak Klaptosky feels this project is receiving special treatment. Justin Stangle states Back
9 is in the Township. Todd Dailey asks for a summary of the discussion. Jon Tresslar
replies that the Board feels this level of housing density falls somewhere between the R2
and ED zones, and is considering what to do. Paul Dellavalle asks if this is low-income
housing. Jacob Pride replies it is not. Todd Dailey discusses a sign he is struggling to get
approval for and feels the proposed sign ordinance should be trashed.

e. Discuss: Parking Regulations. Jon Tresslar discusses proposed language that would
keep all current parking regulations but allow a developer to submit a study to
demonstrate that parking required by the ordinance is not required for their project. The
cost of the study will be far less than additional paving, stormwater, and NPDES costs.

The Board discusses whether this option should apply to residential uses. Nate Oiler
discusses senior housing needing less parking. Todd Dailey discusses larger families
living in apartments which leads to more cars, and discusses empty parking lots and Big
Lots, Walmart, and other commercial buildings. Vicky Ozgun feels parking in residential
areas should not be reduced. Zak Klaptosky speaks negatively of the Gathering Grove
(Parcel 16.7.1.10) because cars were parked on Milford Rd.

8. Public Comments:
a. Jennifer Dorflinger Peck supports Back 9 and wants the track to open again.

b. Dr. Dominic Sportelli discusses the benefits of motorsports for children who struggle in
traditional team sports.

¢. Walt Podpora wants an apology and states he has union members that live in Smithfield
Township.

d. Zak Klaptosky of 109 Clubhouse Ct feels the Township is trying to limit public comment
and his project is treated differently from other resorts in the area. He wants the
injunction on his property dissolved.

e. Vicky Ozgun states the Board should have renewed a self-imposed hour cap on working
supervisors in 2025, and that one of the supervisors is 172 hours over the 2024 cap.

f.  Paul Dellavalle of 108 Knight Court in Middle Smithfield Township supports the Back 9
and states someone is tampering with Back 9°s equipment. He has lost all places to ride.

g. Joseph Villacorta supports Back 9 and has participated in extreme sports his whole life.
He was deemed intellectually challenged at an early age and feels anyone who uses the

I

t”” word to describe another person should be ashamed.
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h. Tammy Booth states Back 9 is spreading misinformation and putting vulgar items online.
Back 9 is in this position because they did not follow proper procedure.

i. Hudson Byme of 109 Clubhouse Court states Tammy Booth’s husband called him the “r”
word, called his mom the “b” word, and were on a hill harassing them first.

jo Catherine Machovsky feels the area has downgraded and feels the Township is unfairly
closing a recreational space.

k. Tim Snow asks about the Wellness Center (Parcel 16.9.1.26). Ron Karasek states an
administrative warrant allowed the Zoning Officer to determine the facility was not an
inn. The enforcement notice against the property has been appealed and is before the
Zoning Hearing Board on October 17% at 7PM.

1. Elisa Byme feels her property is a benefit to the community, Tammy and Jim Booth have
been hostile to her and her family, and the Back 9 track should be open.

9. Adjournment: There being no other business before the Board, Michael Albert motions to
adjourn, Jacob Pride seconds. Vote: all in favor; meeting adjourned at 8:15PM.

Minutes Recorded by Julia Heilakka
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