SMITHFIELD TOWNSHIP ENVIRONMENTAL ADVISORY COUNCIL.
MEETING - SEPTEMBER 3, 2025, AT 7:00PM

A Meeting of the Smithfield Township Environment Advisory Council (the “Council”) was held
on September 3, 2025, at the Smithfield Township Municipal Center at 1155 Red Fox Rd, East
Stroudsburg, PA 18301, and via Zoom.

Present were Councilors Ken LeSure, Eric White, Mitch Bowyer, Commissioner James Munet,
Supervisor Robert Lovenheim, and Conservation & Recreation Director Dr, Alex Jackson.
Chairperson Pat Owens was absent.

Also present were Todd Dailey, Mike Iovacchini, Vicky Ozgun, Lewis Wolff, Elisa Byrne, Sean
Collins, Zak Klaptosky, Joel Rafiel, and members of the public.

1. Ken LeSure called the meeting to order at 7:00PM.
2. The Pledge of Allegiance was recited.
3. Announcements:
a. Vacancies on the Environmental Advisory Council — Accepting Letters of Interest.

Dr. Alex Jackson and Robert Lovenheim discussed Pat Owens’ absence and the open
position on the EAC. Robert Lovenheim said the question was open as to whether she
was coming back or not and the Supervisors tabled the appointments because they were
uncertain about the vacancies at that time. The Supervisors received two applications, and
a third applicant suggested an interest.

b. River’s Edge Bike Park Public Meeting — Wednesday, August 27, 2025, at 6:00 p.m.

Dr. Alex Jackson said the final meeting with supervisors and study committee members
is September 17th at 6 p.m. Mitch Bowyer asked what the conclusions were, which led to
a discussion. Vicky Ozgun said there had been an issue with the playback on YouTube
for the River’s Edge Bike Park meeting.

¢. Fall Pick up the Poconos - Friday, October 10, 2025 from 11 a.m. to 1:30 p-m. Dr.

Alex Jackson talked about this event and let everyone in the audience know they could
participate. The DPW would be there to help make it safe. Mike Iovacchini asked about
the date change, and Dr. Alex Jackson said it was due to DPW availability. Since safety
was the lynchpin for the event, the date had hinged on DPW ability.

d. EAC Hike at Godfrey’s Ridge - Saturday September 27, 2025 from 1 p.m. to 2 p.m.

Dr. Alex Jackson announced the location of the hike and the creation of fliers with QR
codes. Todd Dailey said it was two miles out and back, and that there was a dog park
there which could limit parking.
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4. Minutes:

a. August 19, 2025 Meeting. Robert Lovenheim moved to approve, Mitch Bowyer
seconded. Mitch Bowyer asked about the Data Center letter of recommendation, and Dr.
Alex Jackson said he had sent it to the Supervisors. Mitch Bowyer also discussed talking
points for Godfrey’s Ridge. Dr. Alex Jackson said anyone on the EAC who wanted to
talk about something on the hike could be a viable candidate. He was happy to talk about
ecology himself. Vote: all in favor, motion carried.

5. Old Business:
a. Update: Feedback on EAC Recommendations to Supervisors.

Dr. Alex Jackson reported that the Supervisors had tabled the ordinance update on the
Environmental Advisory Council edit that allowed for alternate members. He also noted
that the Supervisors wanted the EAC to present what they had put together and the
rationale for the official map update recommendation, noting that the next Supervisor
meetings were September 9, 2025 and September 23, 2025. The Council discussed who
would present, and James Munet offered to work with Dr. Alex Jackson and attend the
September 23, 2025 meeting. James said he wanted to meet with Alex and go over what
was written down. Dr. Alex Jackson also mentioned the Data Center ordinance
recommendation had been received by the Supervisors, and the solicitor would evaluate
the EAC’s recommendation. He noted that the Supervisors planned on discussing this
ordinance on September 9, 2025.

Mike Iovacchini commented on the recommendation on the Data Center ordinance,
emphasizing the importance of keeping the language flexible, and indicated possible
issues with the language from the EAC recommendation limiting the primary coolant.
Vicky Ozgun commented on how Data Centers would pull water from the ground. Mike
lovacchini also commented on the water. James Munet commented that the EAC
recommendation is that water was not to be the primary source of cooling and that they
had to show that the new cooling systems would be used rather than water. Eric White
said the Council had already done its part by making a recommendation and was waiting
to hear back.

Zak Klaptosky said not too many people from the public wanted a Data Center, and that
there was no benefit for anyone around here. He said he wanted to see a public vote
rather than a Board decision. He commented on the reasons why the Data Center
ordinance was being proposed and why this area was being targeted.

Robert Lovenheim said Data Centers were already allowed in the ED Zone, and
ordinances required them to be allowed. The Supervisors were trying to strengthen the
regulations. Ken LeSure said most municipalities were paying attention to this issue,
which potentially affected every municipality in the Commonwealth.
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Joel Rafielli commented that he lived in Delaware Water Gap, and he opposes Data
Centers. He also talked about motocross and discussed its features as a sport.

Discuss: Communicating and Collaborating with Neighboring EACs.

Dr. Alex Jackson read parts of a draft letter aloud to the Council and explained that the
letter was requested at the last EAC meeting. The draft letter was designed to initiate a
conversation with Stroud Township’s EAC. Mitch Bowyer moved that the EAC approve
the letter and that it be sent to the Supervisors so it could then be sent to Stroud
Township, Eric White seconded. Vote: all in favor; motion carried.

Todd Dailey asked if the Council was looking at other Townships to communicate with,
and Ken LeSure and Dr. Alex Jackson noted there were only a handful of EACs in
Monroe County: Paradise, Barrett, Smithfield Township, Stroud Township, and
Coolbaugh Township. Ken LeSure emphasized the point of a joint effort was because we
all wanted to work to protect our shared water supply.

6. Council Member Comment:

a.

James Munet asked formally to receive all the information for meetings 48 hours in
advance. He stated that his email showed Smithfield’s as personal, and that he received
thousands of personal emails, which led to a discussion.

Mitch Bowyer asked about the timing of agenda items, and Dr. Alex Jackson reminded
the group that if they wanted something added, it should be sent well in advance, at least
the Thursday the week before.

Vicky Ozgun asked who had the final say on the agenda, which led to a discussion. Dr.
Alex Jackson clarified that any Council member could ask for agenda items as long as
they were submitted well in advance, as had been the practice since the EAC started.

Eric White said the current agenda had originated from the conversation at the previous
meeting, which led to a discussion on the agenda.

Dr. Alex Jackson pointed out that the EAC’s previous discussion on the Township
complaint forms had resulted in the Township putting them out in the lobby.

Eric White said the EAC was just an advisory council without powers to tell people what
to do and was mostly an educational group.

Todd Dailey said the Council looked at projects and examined environmental impacts,
and that the advice was passed on to the Supervisors.

7. Public Comment:
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a. Elisa Byrne commented that her family owned the Mountain Manor Resort and that they
were proud of their property. She commented at length about the details of the track on
her property and said they wanted to show the community what they had done with their
property. She offered an invitation to the Council and thanked the Council for their work
and attention, which led to a discussion on the invite.

b. Todd Dailey asked if the invitation to the Mountain Manor property public information
would be, which led to a discussion between him and Elisa Byrne on the private property
and the invitation. Elisa Byrne noted that there were many families on the property and
suggested a day when the community could come.

¢. Robert Lovenheim advised not to interact with Back 9 or the property owners because
there were two pending lawsuits, and said to wait until the Solicitor advised Council on
what to do. Elisa Byrne commented that she could send the invite to the Solicitor instead
of the Council.

d. Sean Collins asked how long it took to break ground on a hypothetical Data Center,
which led to a discussion on how long land development took. Sean Collins also
commented on the Back nine and Mountain Manor property motocross track, and how his
group was frustrated.

e. Eric White commented that the EAC was an advisory environmental board, and that the
EAC had never talked about this topic before and could not help or hurt their situation,
which led to a discussion on Elisa Byrne’s invitation.

f.  Zak Klaptosky commented that the EAC was being hindered from talking about issues
and about problems with associating with certain people. This led to a discussion where
James Munet made a point of order, which ended the discussion.

8. Adjournment: There being no other business before the Council, Jame Munet motions to
adjourn, Mitch Bowyer seconds. Vote: all in favor; meeting adjourned at 8:35PM.

Minutes Recorded by Julia Heilakka

Respectfully submitted,

Julia Hepl-a—kk/a :
¥,
Township Secretary



