SMITHFIELD TOWNSHIP ENVIRONMENTAL ADVISORY COUNCIL
REGULAR MEETING — AUGUST 19,2025, AT 7:00PM

A Regular Meeting of the Smithfield Township Environment Advisory Council (the “Council”)
was held on August 19, 2025, at the Smithfield Township Municipal Center at 1155 Red Fox Rd,
East Stroudsburg, PA 18301, and via Zoom.

Present were Councilors Ken LeSure, Eric White, Mitch Bowyer, Commissioner James Munet,
Supervisor Robert Lovenheim, and Conservation & Recreation Director Dr. Alex Jackson.

Chairperson Pat Owens was absent.
Also present were Todd Dailey, Mike Iovacchini, Vicky Ozgun, and Lewis Wolff.

1. Ken LeSure called the meeting to order at 7:01PM.

2. The Pledge of Allegiance was recited.
3. Announcement:
a. Vacancies on the Environmental Advisory Council — Accepting Letters of Interest.

The Council discussed the vacancy and noted there will likely be a second vacancy
because the chairperson is unlikely to return.

b. River’s Edge Bike Park Public Meeting — Wednesday, August 27,2025, at 6:00
p.-m.

The Council noted that the final concept plan and a narrative report will be discussed. This
meeting is open to anyone with an interest in River’s Edge Bike Park, and it was clarified
that the final plan will be revealed at the meeting. Mitch Bowyer noted that the EAC had
not been directly involved, but Ken LeSure pointed out he was on the study committee
and there was some representation. Ken also noted it was a complex plan.

Todd Dailey asked if the EAC had looked at where the Bike Park was going, and the
Council noted the park was open but clearly in need of a lot of work. Dr. Alex Jackson
clarified that this was a planning grant to allow the Township to apply for grants in the
future, which led to a broader discussion on River’s Edge Bike Park.

c. Fall Pick up the Poconos - Saturday, October 11, 2025 @ Fawn Road.

Dr. Alex Jackson noted he had scouted Fawn Road and found that the majority of the
roadside litter was near the top of the hill. The Township was working to ensure safety
provisions would be in place, and further details would be provided at the next meeting.
The Council suggested reaching out to Mike Stettler, and Dr. Alex Jackson expressed
appreciation for the support of the Township road crew. Todd Dailey said he visited Fawn
Road and did not see trash, but the Council clarified that most of it was at the upper end of
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the road near the water company property. The Council discussed the best way to for them
to solicit volunteers.

4. Minutes:
a. August 6, 2025 Meeting.

Eric White motioned to approve the minutes, Mitch Bowyer seconded. Discussion: the
Council discussed a public comment from the August 6, 2025 meeting regarding an
ordinance requiring property maintenance and upkeep, which led to discussion on
specific properties. Robert Lovenheim suggested that the best practice for quality-of-life
ordinances was to review what other townships had already done, which could simplify
the process. Mitch Bowyer brought up complaint forms, and the Council discussed
ensuring forms were available for residents attending meetings after hours, noting that the
forms were also available online. This led to a lengthy discussion on how complaint
resolution was handled by the Township. Vote: all in favor; motion carried.

5. Old Business:
a. Discuss: Recommendation on Data Center Ordinance Update.

Dr. Alex Jackson explained the draft ordinance and how it had been reviewed and
discussed extensively by the Supervisors, Planning Commission, and Township Engineer,
and now was also being presented to the EAC.

The Council discussed water usage for these facilities and whether it should be limited.
James Munet commented on the utilities criteria in the draft ordinance and suggested the
EAC recommend that water not be the primary means of cooling. This led to discussion
among the Council about protecting Township water resources. Todd Dailey suggested
water usage should be limited to the level of a normal business, with additional needs met
through trucking in and retreating water rather than relying on local sources. Vicky
Ozgun stressed that the ordinance should not have loopholes.

Dr. Alex Jackson presented a map of Township parcels large enough for this use in the
approptiate zones, noting that the use would be conditional in the ED Zone. He
recommended the EAC encourage the Supervisors to adopt the updates. After discussion,
consensus was reached to add a phrase to the letter of recommendation on water usage
criteria. Robert Lovenheim motioned to send the amended letter to the Supervisors,
seconded by Eric White. Vote: all in favor; motion carried.

b. Discuss: Upcoming Hike with the Environmental Advisory Council.
The Council discussed hosting a hike at Godfrey’s Ridge. It was noted the parking lot

was outside Smithfield Township, but part of the land was within the Township, and the
County had recently cleaned up parts of the trail. The proposed hike would be two miles
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and include educational elements on the area’s history. The Council confirmed it was safe
for the average person but challenging due to the ridge climb.

The Council agreed to start with Godfrey’s Ridge and plan another hike later. Eric White
said talking points should be prepared, and Ken LeSure added it would help with
publicity since many residents might not know the hike exists. Robert Lovenheim shared
that a trolley line once ran from Delaware Water Gap to East Stroudsburg, and the trolley
barn still stands on Park Street. The proposed hike date was set for Saturday, September
27,2025, at 1:00 p.m., with a rain date of Sunday, September 28, 2025.

6. New Business:
a. Discuss: Concepts on Density and Preserving the Rural Character.

The Council discussed how zoning concentrates density in specific areas to preserve rural
character elsewhere, rather than spreading density across the Township. It was noted that
impervious surface increases water quality degradation, as supported by literature, and
Dr. Alex Jackson noted Smithfield Township does a better job than other municipalities
on these criteria.

The Council discussed minimum dwelling sizes in residential areas, with James Munet
asking about tiny homes, and it was noted under the current criteria tiny homes would be
prohibited. The Council supported smaller minimum sizes to allow more flexible living
arrangements. Taller buildings were also discussed to use less land.

James Munet questioned why the broader social system seemed to encourage poverty
rather than enabling disadvantaged people to afford to live, and the Council noted they
could not address social systemic issues directly. Robert Lovenheim mentioned Habitat
for Humanity had suggested certain changes to the code, which led to a discussion where
it was clarified these only applied in the ED Zone. A discussion enisued on off-street
parking, lodging types, lot sizes, and commerce.

b. Discuss: Communicating and Collaborating with Neighboring EACs.

Ken LeSure noted that Monroe County had only a handful of EACs despite having
twenty municipalities, and that what one Township does affects others. He suggested
cooperating with Stroud Township’s EAC. The Council agreed to send a letter proposing
collaboration, highlighting shared water concerns, and possibly setting up joint meetings.
It was agreed to first send a letter and annual report, followed by informal discussions
before a formal joint meeting.

The Council also discussed reaching out to municipalities without EACs, such as Middle
Smithfield Township and East Stroudsburg Borough to encourage them to establish
councils. Options for collaboration and budgeting for joint efforts were also discussed.
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6. Council Member Comment:

The Council discussed how the three EAC recommendations would be discussed at the August
26, 2025, Board of Supervisors meeting, and any feedback would be reported back to the EAC
by liaison Robert Lovenheim.

7. Public Comment:

a. Michael lovacchini commented that there were free options for online complaint forms
before the Township considered paying companies to provide such services. He agreed
the Data Center Ordinance should set general protections and be updated as needed, and
he supported collaboration between EACs in Monroe County.

b. Lewis Wolff expressed interest in volunteering for the EAC. Dr. Alex Jackson advised
him to submit a formal email indicating his interest.

¢. Todd Dailey asked if joint EAC meetings with other Townships would be open to the
public. Dr. Jackson confirmed that anytime an agency conducts business, meetings must
be advertised and open to the public.

8. Adjournment:

There being no further business, Eric White motioned to adjourn, Mitch Bowyer seconded. Vote:
all in faver” meeting adjourned at 8:25 p.m.

Minutes Ré‘éorded by Dr. Alex Jackson

Respectfiilly subritted, =

Township Sec;qtéry



