SMITHFIELD TOWNSHIP BOARD OF SUPERVISORS
REGULAR MEETING — SEPTEMBER 9, 2025, AT 6:00PM

A Regular Meeting of the Smithfield Township Board of Supervisors was held on September 9,
2025, at the Smithfield Township Municipal Center at 1155 Red Fox Rd, East Stroudsburg, PA
18301, and via Zoom.

Present are Supervisors Jacob Pride, Robert Lovenheim, and Michael Albert, Solicitor Ronold
Karasek, Engineer Jon Tresslar, Administrative Coordinator Jessica Hodge, Conservation &
Recreation Director Dr. Alex Jackson, and Township Manager Julia Heilakka.

Also present are Elisa Byrne, Martha Carbone, Brett Cartwright, Todd Dailey, Ted Hunter,
Jennifer Dorflinger Peck, Jean Turn, Marguerite Vecchio, Tara Vecchio Freeman, Tim Snow,
Justin Stangle, and other members of the public.

1. Chair Jacob Pride calls the meeting to order at 6:02PM.
2. The Pledge of Allegiance is recited.
3. Announcements
a. This meeting will conclude at 7:15PM because of schedule constraints.

b. A standing Executive Session was held from 5:02PM to 5:38PM today regarding
litigation for the Mountain Manor/Back 9 case, Water Gap Wellness, and personnel.

¢. The next River's Edge Bike Park Master Site Plan meeting will be held Wednesday,
September 17 at 6:00PM.

d. Fall Pick Up the Poconos will be held Friday, October 10® at Fawn Road.

e. Trunk or Treat & Fall Fest will be held Saturday, October 25" at the Municipal Center
from 1:00PM to 4:00PM, with a rain date the following day.

4. Consider: Consent Agenda
a. Consider: Request Planning Commissions Review Data Center Ordinance.
b. Consider: Approve Draft 2024 Financial Statements.
c. Consider: Ratify Soil Testing at Marshalls Falls Park.

d. Consider: Approve September 9, 2025 Bill Pack: $97,803.92 (General: $65,164.52,
Professional Escrow: $2,260.00, Capital Improvements: $30,379.40).

Michael Albert motions to approve the consent agenda, Robert Lovenheim seconds.
Michael Albert discusses the Monroe County Control Center and Green Light Go
payments. Vote: all in favor; motion carries.
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5. Reports:

a.

b.

g.

Emergency Services: None.

Solicitor: Solicitor Karasek worked on Commonwealth Court appeal matters, and he
submitted the brief for the Township in the Kristine Karrol appeal the previous week. He
received an order from Commonwealth Court on Mountain Manor allowing him to file a
brief within 14 days. He also prepared five official action letters along with four SALDO
forms for the Delaware Water Gap denial, and approvals for Smithfield Sewer Authority,
Rocco’s Collision, and the Shukaitis projects.

Solicitor Karasek summarized the Mountain Manor/Back 9 case: the Zoning Officer
issued an enforcement letter, which was appealed to the Zoning Hearing Board. The ZHB
ruled against the applicant, who then appealed to the Common Pleas Court, where Judge
Zulick issued a decision. Back 9 appealed the ruling again, and the Township also filed
an appeal. The matter is now in Commonwealth Court.

Zak Klaptosky states the solicitor is purposefully delaying the case because the Township
is preparing to fose. Solicitor Karasek states he received the order yesterday to be able to
file a brief.

Engineer: Engineer Tresslar worked on the master plan for River’s Edge Bike Park and
reviewed cost estimates for the Shawnee Valley PRD. He also spoke with the sole bidder
for repairs to Post Office Bridge.

Township Manager: Julia Heilakka states the Township received 16 Right-to-Know
requests and issued seven permits. She has been working on the Green Light Go grant
and preparing various LSA grant applications for emergency services.

I-80/SR 611: Tara Mezzanotte states there is no movement on the EXPLORE Act. For I-
80, the NJTPA funded the rockfall and retaining wall project and is moving forward
without a long-range transportation study. For SR 611, PennDOT is exploring options to
improve traffic flow and encourage patience at the light.

Environmental Advisory Council: Alex Jackson states the EAC is working on two
programs: an interpretive educational hike at Godfrey's Ridge on September 27™ at
1:00PM, and the Fall Pick Up the Poconos event on October 10™ at 11:00AM. Alex
Jackson noted they need volunteers for the cleanup event, and he should have an update
from Chair Pat Owens soon.

Supervisors’ Comments: None.

Presentation: Paul Racette, PA Environmental Council — Green Stormwater

Infrastructure. Paul Racette discusses possible ordinance changes to enable the use of green
stormwater infrastructure. Michael Albert states someone should not need a variance to
install more green stormwater infrastructure.
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7. 0Old Business:

a. Consider: Award Bid for Post Office Bridge Repair. Michael Albert motions to award
the bid to Bi State Construction Company, Robert Lovenheim seconds. Jon Tresslar
states the Township only received one bid, but he had a conversation with the contractor
and feels rebidding would only delay repairs. PennDOT will not provide a weight limit
for the bridge until the bridge is repaired and inspected. Marguerite Vecchio asks about
funding the repair and water pressure on the bridge. Jon Tresslar replies that water
flowing under the bridge has not contributed to its deterioration.

Vicky Ozgun states the Township should not fix a private bridge, and it should be turned
over to the property owner. Todd Dailey states the bridge belongs to the Township.
JoAnn Norris asks who maintains the road. Jacob Pride replies the Township maintains
the road because it is a Township road. Vote: all in favor; motion carries.

b. Consider: Shawnee Valley PRD — Stage 1B. Jon Tresslar states the developer submitted
construction improvement escrow estimates for site improvements for Phase 1 and 2 in
Stage 1B, and expresses concern that about 100 units will only have one access. Michael
Albert expresses concern that all road improvements in Stage 1B should be bonded
regardless of phasing to ensure compliance with the 2005 plan.

Ted Hunter states the 2005 plan can be built in phases and Stage 1B is too large to build
at once. Bonding all road improvements at once will be another $10 million, and he
currently has financial security for Phases 1 and 2 through Goldman Sachs.

Michael Albert states that two exits are important. Ted Hunter will follow up with Jon
Tresslar and Ron Karasek on outstanding items. JoAnn Norris asks about sewer and a
condemned house on Hollow Rd. Ted Hunter confirms Manwalamink will serve sewer
needs. Julia Heilakka states Base Engineering is handling the condemnation.

8. New Business:

a. Consider: Amend Meeting Schedule Reverting Supervisors Meetings to Wednesdays
Effective October 2025. The Board discusses shifting meetings to the second and fourth
Wednesday, effective in October, understanding that some meetings will shift up a week
to avoid holidays. Michael Albert motions to approve the schedule change, Robert
Lovenheim seconds. Vote: all in favor; motion carries.

b. Discuss: Zoning Map Clerical Revision. Four parcels in front of Milford Commons lost
their ED zone coloring on the Zoning Map: Parcels 16.10.1.17, 16.10.24, 16.10.1.25, and
16.10.1.27. The map is correct as of May 2021, and the error occurs after an August 2022
update via Ordinance No. 244, which did not affect these parcels. The Monroe County
Planning Commission confirmed it was an administrative error in their system and sent
the Township an updated draft map. Ron Karasek asks that this item be voted on with
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proper advertising for a zoning map change. This item will be placed on the next meeting
to authorize advertisement.

9. Public Comments:

a. Jennifer Dorflinger Peck questions the amount of Township funds spent regarding the
Mountain Manor case and states she appealed a Right-to-Know request that was
extended. Michael Albert states the Township has spent approximately $38,000. Michael
Albert states enforcement action is complaint-based. Elisa Byrne states Julia Heilakka
said there was no complaint form. Michael Albert summarizes that Mountain
Manor/Back 9 appealed the Zoning Hearing Boards’ decision, then appealed Judge
Zulick’s decision, which the Township also appealed, so the case is with the
Commonwealth Court

b. Elisa Byme, Zak Klaptosky, Justin Stangle, and the Board engage in heated discussion
regarding the Back 9 track.

c¢. Jennifer Dorflinger Peck states it is unclear if complaints were made by multiple
individuals or by one person filing many complaints. She states the parties are supposed
to attempt to resolve the situation.

10. Adjournment: There being no other business before the Board, Jacob Pride motions to
adjourn, Michael Albert seconds. Vote: all in favor; meeting adjourned at 7:16PM.

Minutes Recorded by Julia Heilakka
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