SMITHFIELD TOWNSHIP BOARD OF SUPERVISORS
SPECIAL MEETING — AUGUST 27, 2025, AT 6:00PM

A Special Meeting of the Smithfield Township Board of Supervisors was held on August 27,
2025, at the Smithfield Township Municipal Center, at 1155 Red Fox Rd, East Stroudsburg, PA
18301, and via Zoom.

Present were Supervisors Jacob Pride, Michael Albert, and Robert Lovenheim. Also present was
the project consultant, Melissa Hutchinson of T&M Associates and River’s Edge Bike Park
Study Committee members: Kyle Jenkins (Pocono Area Cycling Trails), Ken LeSure, Frances
Oquendo, Middle Smithfield Township Supervisor Mike Dwyer, Middie Smithfield Township
Parks & Recreation Manager Chris Rain, and Smithfield Township Conservation & Recreation
Director Dr. Alex Jackson.

Also present were Tara Vecchio-Freeman, Brett Cartwright, Jean Turn, Zak Klaptosky, Hudson
Byrne, Joe Steinmetz (Pocono Disk Golf Club), Rhodi Teufert, Justin Stangel, Venessa Gleason,
Walt Podpora, and members of the public.

1. Chairman Jacob Pride calls the meeting to order at 6:00PM. A quorum is present.
2. The Pledge of Allegiance was recited.
3. Old Business:
a. Presentation:
i.  Summarize the Project Planning Process to Date.
ii. ~How Public Participation Efforts were Incorporated into the Final Draft Plan.

Melissa Hutchison discussed how this project started as a kickoff meeting on August
28, 2024, almost exactly one year to the date. Since then, the group has held multiple
additional meetings; all meetings were public and designed to solicit comment and
input throughout the process. They also conducted a citizen survey which ran until
February 28, 2025, and conducted thirteen key person interviews. The most recent
meeting was held on March 26, 2025, which was hybrid between the Township
Supervisors and the project Study Committee. Through all these meetings and
processes, T&M Associates gathered information to put together the draft final plan
for the park. Melissa Hutchison also noted that at the March 26, 2025 meeting, four
concept plans were presented to the Board of Supervisors, the Study Committee, and
the Public. After some discussion at that meeting, concept plan number three was
selected with some changes.

4. New Business:

a. Discuss: The Final Draft Plan and Narrative Report.
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Melissa Hutchison described the changes made to concept plan number three to arrive at
the present final draft plan. Now there will be a one-way access and paved access with 54
spaces. She extended the driveway further into the property to allow for stacking of cars
so they aren’t on River Road when fees are being collected; fencing and a gate on River
Road, and booths and a gate on the parking lot. There’s a lawn overflow parking area that
can accommodate 18 additional cars. The bike park expansion on previous plans is
removed, and now there’s a dog park in the meadow area behind the existing pump track.
Nine additional disc golf holes have been added based on a meeting that the Pocono Disc
Golf Club, T&M Associates, and Smithfield Township had in April of 2025; the kayak
launch has been removed, and a viewpoint over the creek has been added. Restrooms, a
drinking fountain, and the playground are now relocated to be closer to the pump track,
so multiple kids in a family can play on the playground, others on the pump track, or
walk the ADA loop. On the eastern property line, there’s a 200-foot buffer setback from
adjacent residential properties, and trail signage will be added to direct visitors along the
appropriate trail to deter them from going into that 200-foot buffer.

Michael Albert commented that the potential park improvements are in the floodplain but
not in the floodway, and parking is where the existing parking already exists.

Joe Steinmetz stated that most of the new nine holes of disc golf are in the woods, just
around the proposed ADA trail, and he also noted that the group also added two ADA
baskets for anyone who has a disability and wants to play the game off the paved path.

Tara Vecchio-Freeman commented on Prices Landing Road and the adjustment in
parking north towards Prices Landing Road, and Melissa Hutchison clarified it’s a 20—
30-foot-wide expansion, which led to a discussion on the parking and paving and the
floodplain and stormwater management.

Zak Klaptosky commented on the NPDES permit, and Melissa Hutchison said there’s an
existing NPDES permit, and she also stated how the Township will have to amend the
existing permit for a hypothetical proposal, which led to a discussion where Michael
Albert clarified this process is a planning grant and no improvements are proposed at this
time. Tara Vecchio-Freeman commented on the cost of the planning grant.

Mike Dwyer commented that there’s been some give and take in this planning process;
and now with a plan in place, the group should move forward and see what the
Townships can afford to do. He also stated that any recreational area is always welcome,
and this park is a prime location.

Michael Albert commented on the phasing and how there’s a phase breakout prepared by
T&M Associates, which led to a discussion on the phases, where Melissa Hutchison
clarified the Townships can pick and choose what they want to do next, and the costs are
estimates. Jacob Pride noted the cost of the playground, and Chris Rain said it’s
incredible how expensive the playgrounds are and noted how DCNR grants often need to
be ADA compliant, which further increases the price.
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Michael Albert asked about the existing pump track, and this led to a discussion on its
maintenance. He also asked if the group wants it paved, to which Kyle Jenkins said
absolutely the track needs to be asphalted and paved, which led to a discussion on
keeping the pump track rollers and adding some tabletop jumps. Jacob Pride said when
drawing up the specs it would be helpful to have Kyle Jenkins’ plans. Kyle Jenkins also
stated that the whole track needs to be raised by at least a foot or two. Zak Klaptosky
commented there needs to be a jump line for advanced or intermediate riders as well.

Tara Vecchio-Freemen commented on pump track maintenance and on the existing track.
Mike Dwyer pointed out the history of the track. He explained how the construction of
the track was problematic based on incorrect advisement by experts and how the future
maintenance is going to fall on both Townships. He also commented on how the point of
this planning process is to fix these issues, stating how now the park will be done in the
right manner. This led to a discussion between Tara Vecchio-Freeman and the group
about the maintenance and liability insurance.

Michael Albert also commented on learning more about what exactly the other costs are
related to a pump track. Robert Lovenheim suggested reaching out to Port Jervis to
inquire about the maintenance costs of a pump track before the Township moves forward
with building a new track. Tara Vecchio Freeman also commented on flooding. Zak
Klaptosky said the maintenance costs are being blown out of proportion, which led to a
discussion where Michael Albert agreed.

Michael Albert commented how the whole plan is ultimately flexible, which led to a
discussion on bidding and repair cycles, and Kyle Jenkins stated that the paved pump
track has much less wear and tear than a typical asphalt surface.

Tara Vecchio-Freeman asked if the plan was to stop skateboarders, and Kyle Jenkins
stated that skateboards are desirable, if helmets are worn. Justin Stangel commented on
how at Port Jervis everyone is welcome and Hudson Byrne commented how there’s also
equipment at Port Jervis to repair bikes.

b. Discuss: Final Committee Meeting and Next Steps.

Melissa Hutchison commented that she doesn’t see any major changes to the plan or
report, and the group can go ahead and schedule the final Sub-Committee meeting. Dr.
Alex Jackson then asked the majority of present Study Committee Members present, and
all agreed for Wednesday, September 17, 2025 at 6:00 p.m.

Supervisors Jacob Pride, Robert Lovenheim, and Michael Albert asked to advertise this
Study Committee meeting to include a quorum of Supervisors, which led to a discussion
where the Supervisors requested that the draft narrative and draft plan be put on the
River’s Edge website for public review.

5. Public Comment:
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a. Rhodi Teufert commented that she is the secretary of Lost in Time Car Club. She said
their mission is to share their love of cars with the community, and how they host two car
shows and donate proceeds to a local organization. She also mentioned some details
about their position on the Mountain Manor property.

b. Damien, a member of the public, commented that he’s a resident of the area and spent
many years in the area, and spoke in favor of having a good quality track in the area.

¢. Venessa Gleason read a pre-prepared statement which focused on the Back 9 track, a
track where riders have an entire community that comes together, and how closing its
gate has taken away things, and how she is a motocross rider herself, and discussed her
perception of the consequences of the current litigation between Mountain Manor and the
Township. She also commented on some of the residents who live on the Mountain
Manor property and stated her position on the current situation.

d. Zak Klaptosky commented on what BMX stands for, Bicycle Motor Cross, and
commented on fees, permits, neighbors, zoning, and parks, his perceived benefits of his
group to the community.

e. Michael Albert commented about pump track’s appropriate size, and Zak Klaptosky said
the pump track should be bigger if they’re going to do it at ali. Study Committee member
Kyle Jenkins agreed, and Michael Albert suggested he wants to make sure the pump track
is something people want to use and emphasized how this affects the next meeting.

f. Jacob Pride stated the resident survey didn’t indicate a lot of desire for the pump track,
and Michael Albert suggested making sure there’s enough reserved space on the plan,
and Melissa Hutchison said she would connect with Kyle Jenkins for designs and report
back at the next meeting.

g. Walt Podpora commented that BMX and pump tracks work hand in hand and cited Camp
Olympic and discussed voting.

6. Adjournment: Jacob Pride motions to adjourn, Michael Albert seconds; meeting adjourned
at 7:08 p.m.

Minutes recorded.by Dr. Alex Jackson

Respectfully Silbgnittf:d:




