SMITHFIELD TOWNSHIP BOARD OF SUPERVISORS
REGULAR MEETING — AUGUST 26, 2025, AT 6:00PM

A Regular Meeting of the Smithfield Township Board of Supervisors was held on August 26,
2025, at the Smithfield Township Municipal Center at 1155 Red Fox Rd, East Stroudsburg, PA
18301, and via Zoom.

Present are Supervisors Jacob Pride, Robert Lovenheim, and Michael Albert, Solicitor Ronold
Karasek, Engineers Jon Tresslar and Missy Hutchison, Conservation & Recreation Director Dr.
Alex Jackson, and Township Manager Julia Heilakka.

Also present are Russ Albert, Tammy Booth, Alex Brown, Elisa Byrne, Tom Campbell, Brett
Cartwright, Sean Collins, Brian Courtright, Todd Dailey, Damian Dziedzic, Lori Foglio, Bill
Hopkins, Jim Kelley, Cathy Kulesza, Peewee Oglesby, Nate Oiler, Alice Olenick, Vicky Ozgun,
Efe Ozgun, Walt Podpora, Lance Pulse, Zak Klaptosky, Shawn Rogers, Charlene Spezza, Patrick
Steffener, Lynn Swarz, Terri Timko, Jean Turn, Tara Vecchio-Freeman, and other members of
the public.

1. Chair Jacob Pride calls the meeting to order at 6:02PM.
2. The Pledge of Allegiance is recited.
3. Announcements:

a. The Board held an Executive Session from 5:30PM to 5:53PM today regarding litigation
in the Vecchio case, security, and attorney-client privilege.

b. The next River’s Edge meeting is Wednesday, August 27, 2025, at 6:00PM.
c. Fall Pick up the Poconos is Friday, October 10, 2025 at Fawn Road.
4. Consider: Consent Agenda.

Consider: Approve June 26, 2025 Joint Session Minutes.

. Consider: Approve July 22, 2025 Regular Meeting.

c. Consider: Approve Special Event Permit — Faith International Church Community
Harvest Fest.

d. Consider: Approve PMRS Minimum Municipal Obligation Worksheet for 2026.

Consider: Ratify Seasonal Parks Employment for Robert Hartley.

f. Consider: Approve August 2025 Bills $285,200.49 (General: $230,724.52,

Professional Escrow: $6,535.86, Capital Improvements: $3,528.14, Liquid Fuels:

$44,411.95).

T

4

Michael Albert motions to approve the consent agenda, Robert Lovenheim seconds. Vicky
Ozgun asks about a bill for Monroe County Conservation District, and Tara Vecchio
Freeman asks about a payment to Walter Sansone. Vote: all in favor; motion carries.

5. Reports:
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a. Emergency Services Report. None.
b. Solicitor’s Report. No report due to the length of the agenda.
¢. Engineer’s Report. No report due to the length of the agenda.

i.  Presentation: MS-4 Update — Melissa Hutchison, P.E. Missy Hutchison explains
MS-4 and the six minimum control measures to improve the quality of stormwater
discharge. The Township should have a draft permit soon. Michael Albert states this
presentation is a state requirement. Zak Klaptosky asks if this speeds up obtaining an
NPDES permit. Missy Hutchison replies MS-4 is different from NPDES.

d. Township Manager’s Report. Julia Heilakka states the Township received seven Right-
to-Know requests in July and eight in August so far. The year-to-date total is 73 requests,
requiring 85.6 hours of staff time. The Township issued 19 permits in July. She is closing
out the Green Light Go grant and preparing LSA applications.

e. Environmental Advisory Council Report. Alex Jackson states the EAC has three
recommendations for the Board: update the official map with bike lanes on PennDOT
roads and possible new parks, update the EAC ordinance to permit alternate members to
vote, and pass the data center ordinance.

f. 1-80/SR 611 Report. None.
g. Supervisors’ Comments. None.
6. Old Business:

a. Public Hearing: Draft Ordinance No. 257 — Self Storage Facilities Regulations. The
public hearing begins at 6:23PM. This ordinance was advertised in the Pocono Record on
July 30, 2025, August 6, 2025, and August 13, 2025. This ordinance regulates self-
storage facilities within the Township. Robert Lovenheim motions to close the hearing,
Michael Albert seconds. Vote: all in favor; hearing is closed at 6:24PM.

b. Consider: Adopt Draft Ordinance No. 257 — Self Storage Facilities Regulations.
Michael Albert motions to adopt Ordinance No. 257 — Self-Storage Facilities
Regulations, Robert Lovenheim seconds. Vote: all in favor; motion carries.

7. New Business:

a. Discuss: Feedback on Sign Ordinance Update. Michael Albert discusses that a
subcommittee of himself, Dave Strunk, and Alex Jackson are drafting an updated sign
ordinance. The Board discusses signage and decides to pass the ordinance piecemeal,
they will focus first on temporary signs, enforcement, and limited duration signs.

b. Discuss: Housing in Smithfield Township. The Township Engineer presents options for
housing incentives for disabled individuals and below-market-rate housing. Robert
Lovenheim confirms neither option is Section 8 housing. Tom Campbell of Pocono
Mountains United Way states fair market rent according to US government is $1,680 a

Page 2 of 6



Smithfield Township Board of Supervisors
August 26, 2025
Page 3 of 6

month for a 2-bedroom apartment and $2,200 a month for a 3-bedroom apartment (plus
utilities). The Board discusses possible impacts on commercial areas and zoning changes.
Tammy Booth expresses concern that Monroe County residents will not benefit from the
incentivized apartments.

Zak Klaptosky states he is sure United Way is familiar with Mountain Manor and that
Robert Lovenheim is stalling the process for adding an additional 45 units.

Consider: Award Bid for Post Office Bridge Repair. The Township received one bid
from Bi State Contractors for $246,475.00. Jon Tresslar states he called three other
contractors but received information that they were busy. Robert Lovenheim motions to
reject the bid and rebid the project, Michael Albert seconds. The Board discusses the
ramifications of rebidding the project. Vicky Ozgun states the road and bridge are
private. Jacob Pride replies the road and bridge are currently owned by the Township.

Todd Dailey feels the bid is a fair price. Jon Tresslar discusses shotcrete for the bridge
and that tabling the bid will give him time to complete more research. Robert Lovenheim
withdraws his motion. Michael Albert motions to table this item to the next meeting,
Robert Lovenheim seconds. Vote: all in favor; motion carries.

. Consider: Estate of Nancy Shukaitis Sewage Planning Module. Per the letter dated
July 7, 2025, Hanover Engineering recommends the approval of this SPM with no
comments. The Planning Commission voted to recommend approval of the SPM at their
meeting on August 14, 2025. Michael Albert motions to send the SPM to DEP, Robert
Lovenheim seconds. Vote: all in favor; motion carries.

Consider: Estate of Nancy Shukaitis Minor Subdivision. This minor subdivision
proposes subdividing Parcel 16.7.2.23-1 into three lots. The Planning Commission
recommended approval on January 9, 2025 with two waivers, but the plan has been
waiting for the approval of the SPM. Michael Albert motions to approve the minor
subdivision with conditions, Robert Lovenheim seconds. Jon Tresslar discusses the two
waivers and a $500 fee.

Robert Lovenheim motions to grant waiver §22.1012.12, Jacob Pride seconds. Vote: all
in favor; motion carries. Robert Lovenheim motions to grant waiver §22-1008.3 with the
condition that the owners sign a shared driveway agreement, Michael Albert seconds.
Vote: all in favor; motion carries.

Ron Karasek reviews the conditional approval form and states the project must comply
with the Township Engineer’s review letter of July 22, 2025. Michael Albert motions to
approve the minor subdivision with the conditions on the conditional approval form,
Robert Lovenheim seconds. Todd Dailey asks if the private driveway is wide enough to
support two-way traffic. Michael Albert amends his motion to add a condition that the
shared driveway agreement is recorded at the Monroe County Recorder of Deeds, Robert
Lovenheim amends the second. Vote: all in favor; motion carries.
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f. Consider: Motyka Minor Subdivision. This minor subdivision creates a new 17.17-acre
lot from 840 Fawn Rd, Parcel 16.11.1.13, PIN 16730200991417. Brian Courtright
discusses the Township Engineer review letters of August 13, 2025 and August 25, 2025.
Ron Karasek reviews the conditional approval form.

Brian Courtwright request waivers from sections §22-803.1.F due to the size of the
property, §22-803.1.R because the property has been owned by the same person for a
long time, and §22-803.1.Y because no development is proposed. Brian Courtright signs
the conditional review form. Michael Albert motions to grant the waivers, Robert
Lovenheim seconds. Vote: all in favor; motion carries.

Michael Albert motions to approve the minor subdivision with the conditions on the
conditional approval form, Robert Lovenheim seconds. Vote: all in favor; motion carries.

g. Consider: Smithfield Sewer Authority Land Development Plan. Russ Albert presents
the LDP for the Smithfield Sewer Authority at 115 Twin Falls Rd, Parcel 16.3.2.3, PIN
16732200379394. The LDP proposes the rehabilitation of an existing driveway and
buildings, and received a variance from the Zoning Hearing Board.

Robert Lovenheim motions to approve the waivers, Michael Albert seconds. The Board
and applicant discuss waiver requests from §26-223.1(J)(1)(d)(2)(a), §26-
223.1()(1)(d)(2)(b), §26-223.1(NH(3)(a)(2), §22-1011.1, §22-1014.1(A), §22-1015.1,
§22-1101.C(2)(d), §22-1302.3.H, §22.1302.4.A, §26-225.1.A(3)(a), and §26-228.3. Todd
Dailey asks if the Township takes on additional liability if the trail is extended along
Twin Falls Rd. Jacob Pride states the Authority is a component of the Township. Vote:
all in favor; motion carries.

Michael Albert motions to waive the fee in lieu of open space because of the easement,
Robert Lovenheim seconds. Vote: all in favor; motion carries.

Russ Albert discusses financial security for the project. The Township will require a letter
of credit. Ron Karasek reviews the conditional approval form. Russ Albert reviews and
signs the conditional use approval form. Michael Albert motions to approve the land
development plan based on the signed conditional approval form, Robert Lovenheim
seconds. Vote: all in favor; motion carries.

h. Consider: Rocco’s Collision Land Development Plan. Bill Hopkins of Rocco’s
Collision and Lori Foglio of Reilly Associates present an LDP that proposes connecting
two existing buildings at 9091 Franklin Hill Rd, Parcel 16.7.2.9, PIN 16732200065915.
The area between the two buildings is already impervious surface. The applicant and
Board discuss waiver requests from §22-1302.1.e(1), §22-603.1.¢(1), §22-603.1.C(2)(j),
§22-603.1.D, §22-603.1.E, §22-1008.3, §22-1015.1, §22-1101.1.E(2), §22-1301.7.Q(2),
and §26-223.1.J(1)(d)(2)(a).
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Robert Lovenheim motions to approve the waiver requests with two modifications, Jacob
Pride seconds. Jacob Pride appreciates the updated aesthetic architecture of the building.
Lori Foglio asks about a recreation fee. Vote: all in favor; motion carries.

Michael Albert motions to waive the fees in lieu of open space because of the easement,
Robert Lovenheim seconds. Brett Cartwright asks about the bay doors facing Milford Rd.
Vote: all in favor; motion carries.

Ron Karasek reviews the conditional approval form. Bill Hopkins reviews and signs the
conditional approval form. Robert Lovenheim motions to approve the LDP subject to the
conditional approval form of August 26, 2025, Michael Albert seconds. Vote: all in
favor; motion carries.

The Board pauses the meeting at 8:15PM and returns at 8:18PM.

i. Consider: Water Gap Wellness Plan. Jacob Pride states the Zoning Officer executed an
administrative search warrant yesterday at 288 and 296 Mountain Rd. Michael Albert
motions to deny the plan, Robert Lovenheim seconds. Ron Karasek discusses other
reasons to deny the plan, including noncompliance of the Township Engineer’s review
letter of July 16, 2025. Jon Tresslar states if the use is not an inn, the land development
plan is noncompliant because that changes criteria for positioning the building. Michael
Albert states the letter from the Zoning Officer indicates an enforcement notice will be
sent this week. Zak Klaptosky states he supports the drug and alcohol rehabilitation
center. Vote: all in favor; motion carries.

jo Consider: Appoint to Environmental Advisory Council, Term Ending
January 4, 2027. Jacob Pride motions to table items J and K until the next meeting,
Robert Lovenheim seconds. Vote: all in favor; motion carries.

k. Discuss: Revisions to Environmental Advisory Council Ordinance. [see item 7.j]

1. Discuss: Act 57 of 2022 Ordinance — Tax Penalty Waiver Provisions. This ordinance
brings the Township’s codes into compliance with provisions of Act 57 of 2022, which
permit the waiver of penalty fees associated with the failure to pay real property tax
because of certain qualifying events. Michael Albert motions to authorize advertisement
of the draft ordinance, Robert Lovenheim seconds. Vote: all in favor; motion carries.

m. Discuss: Parking Regulations. Jon Tresslar states the proposed changes allow a
developer to go before the Board for a waiver if they feel their use requires fewer parking
spaces than the Township Code mandates. Michael Albert motions to table this item until
the next meeting, Robert Lovenheim seconds. Vote: all in favor; motion carries.

8. Public Comments:

a. Jennifer Dorflinger Peck of Branchville, NJ supports Back 9, wants to know the
Township’s legal costs, and is angry at the Board. Peewee Oglesby of Egg Harbor
Township, NJ states he spends thousands of dollars keeping his kids off the streets. He
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supports Back 9 and wants to find an agreement. Damian Dziedzic of Middle Smithfield
Township states removing the Back 9 track will be detrimental to the community.

b. Zak Klaptosky states Robert Lovenheim has been avoiding him and that Ron Karasek is
purposefully slowing down the case. He states he has been harassed by Tammy Booth
and Cathy Kulesza. Elisa Byrne and Peewee Oglesby state that Oliver would not talk to
anyone until he rode a dirt bike.

¢. Patrick Steffener of Hope, NJ asks the supervisors if they have children. He supports
Back 9, and they will not go away. Shawn Rogers disparages Ron Karasek. Damian
Dziedzic states half his generation is gone.

d. Elisa Byrne, mother Hudson and Grant, states Robert Lovenheim trespassed the day the
track opened and threw merchandise on the ground and the former Zoning Officer said
the track could operate. She states she will win the case, she provides a safe environment,
and this litigation will cost the Township hundreds of thousands of dollars.

e. Zak Klaptosky calls Robert Lovenheim an asshole. Shawn Rogers states he wants kids
involved in motorsports and the Township should be embarrassed. Sean Collins of Long
Valley, NJ served in the navy. He started riding at Back 9 and it gave him a reason to live
again; it is hard that the track is closed. Justin Stangle states the Board will never
understand how Sean Collins feels.

f.  Walt Podpora of Easton, PA would like to move to the area to be closer to the track. He is
a member of Teamsters 773 and is angry that no agreement has been made. Alex Brown
of Easton, PA states the Back 9 track is safe and the best in the state.

g. Vicky Ozgun states the track is allowed. When her son had a dirt bike, she had to travel 3
hours for him to ride. He placed a silencer on his dirt bike. Charlene Spezza states she is
disappointed in the Board; solicitor bills are high, the Township can do better, and feels
the track is allowed.

9. Adjournment: There being no other business before the Board, Robert Lovenheim motions
to adjourn, Michael Albert seconds. Vote: all in favor; meeting adjourned at 9:13PM.

Minufeéi&@_qg;@fed }gy Julia Heilakka and Jessica Hodge

Respectfully submitted;
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