SMITHFIELD TOWNSHIP BOARD OF SUPERVISORS
REGULAR MEETING - JULY 22, 2025, AT 6:00PM

A Regular Meeting of the Smithfield Township Board of Supervisors was held on July 22, 2025,
at the Smithfield Township Municipal Center at 1155 Red Fox Rd, East Stroudsburg, PA 18301,
and via Zoom.

Present are Supervisors Jacob Pride, Robert Lovenheim (via Zoom), and Michael Albert,
Solicitor Ronold Karasek (via Zoom), Engineer Jon Tresslar, Administrative Coordinator Jessica
Hodge, and Township Manager Julia Heilakka.

Also present are Tammy Booth, Elise Byrne, Brett Cartwright, Kristin McKeown, Zak
Klaptosky, Debbie Kulick, Ed Regian, Jean Turn, and Tara Vecchio Freeman.

1. Chair Jacob Pride calls the meeting to order at 6:05PM.
2. The Pledge of Allegiance is recited.
3. Announcements:

a. The Board held an executive session today from 5:23PM to 5:58PM regarding real
property at Minisink Park, attorney-client privilege matters, and litigation.

b. The Board held an executive session on July 17, 2025 from 11:30AM to 12:04PM
regarding attorney-client privilege matters.

c. The Board of Supervisors meeting on August 12, 2025, is cancelled.
4, Minutes:

a. June 24, 2025 Regular Meeting.

b. July 8, 2025 Regular Meeting.

Michael Albert motions to approve the minutes from the June 24, 2025 and July 8, 2025
regular meetings, Robert Lovenheim seconds. Vote: all in favor; motion carries.

1. Bills & Obligations: $206,508.23.

a. Ratify: $69,714.50 (General Fund: $52,959.56, Capital Improvement Grant Fund:
16,754.94).

b. Consider: 7/22/2025 — $136,793.73 (General Fund: $133,365.48, Escrow Fund:
$3,428.25).

Michael Albert motions to approve the bills, Jacob Pride seconds. Michael Albert discusses
having the Ramp credit card breakout in the bill list instead of the bill pack moving forward.
Vote: all in favor; motion carries.
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5. Reports:

a.

Solicitor’s Report. Ron Karasek discusses the conditional use application the
Township received for a cell tower at 2417 Gap View Drive. After discussion, the
Board will use Cohen Law Group as the solicitor for this item since they wrote the
‘Township’s ordinance on cell towers. Ron Karasek states M. Manor Holding
litigation is paused while the Commonwealth Court determines the zoning question.

Engineer’s Report. Jon Tresslar states he worked on the following projects: Vision
Loss Trail, bidding for Post Office Bridge repair, Smithfield Sewer Authority, Wawa
escrow, the Franklin Hill Rd realignment, Green Mountain Drive Bridge repair, and
Smithfield Gateway.

Township Manager’s Report. Julia Heilakka states the new Administrative
Coordinator Jessica Hodge is present, the Zoning Officer will be in the office on
Mondays and Thursdays, and the Township received a reimbursement check for the
Green Light GO grant for approximately $63,000.00.

Environmental Advisory Council Report. None.
I-80/SR 611 Report. None.

Supervisors’ Comments. Jacob Pride notes the $16,000 expense for Guardian
Booths is covered by a Monroe County Hotel Tax grant.

6. Old Business:

a.

Public Hearing: Draft Ordinance No. 256 — Parks & Recreation Regulations.
The public hearing is opened at 6:19PM. This draft ordinance was advertised in the
Pocono Record on July 11, 2025, and includes updates to parks and recreations
regulations and enforcement provisions. Michael Albert motions to close the public
hearing, Robert Lovenheim seconds. Vote: all in favor; motion carries.

Consider: Adopt Draft Ordinance No. 256 — Parks & Recreation Regulations.
Robert Lovenheim motions to adopt Ordinance No. 256 — Parks & Recreation
Regulations, Michael Albert seconds. Michael Albert states this update was discussed
at length and he is happy with the outcome. Vote: all in favor; motion carries.

7. New Business:

a.

Consider: Consent Agenda.
i.  Special Event Permit: Back-to-School Event at 106 Columbia Drive.

Michael Albert motions to approve the consent agenda, Robert Lovenheim seconds.
The back-to-school event will have one sign. Vote: all in favor; motion carries.
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b. Consider: Recommendation to Appoint Kristin McKeown to Eastern Monroe
Public Library Board of Directors. Kristin McKeown introduces herself as an
attorney licensed in Pennsylvania and New Jersey. She has lived in the Township for
five years and is passionate about the library. Michael Albert motions to recommend
appointing Kristin McKeown to the Eastern Monroe Public Library Board of
Directors as the representative from the Library of the Smithficlds, Robert Lovenheim
seconds. Vote: all in favor; motion carries.

8. Public Comments:

a. Tara Vecchio Freeman asks about the Hotel Tax grant. Jacob Pride states the grant
will cover most of the costs for the booths; the cameras will be a separate grant,

b. Tara Vecchio Freeman asks about constable wages. Jacob Pride states the constables
are used for parks. Julia Heilakka states they are primarily used for large holidays.
Jacob Pride states constables were needed in prior weeks because of trespassing.

¢. Tara Vecchio Freeman states there were a lot of people in the creek on July 4", Jacob
Pride replies he was present at the park and called the Pennsylvania State Police to
remove the individuals.

d. Ron Karasek states his legals bills for June were high because of the M. Manor
Holding litigation. He provided a $1,000 courtesy credit to the Township.

e. Zak Klaptosky states the Township is harassing him, states the Township should
research items before contacting his lawyer, and raises his voice.

f. Brett Cartwright discusses pedestrians, bicycles, and sidewalks on rural and state
roads in the Township.

9. Adjournment: There being no other business before the Board, Jacob Pride motions to
adjourn, Michael Albert seconds. Vote: all in favor; meeting adjourned at 6:35PM.
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