SMITHFIELD TOWNSHIP ENVIRONMENTAL ADVISORY COUNCIL
MEETING - AUGUST 6, 2025, AT 7:00PM

A Meeting of the Smithfield Township Environment Advisory Council (the “Council”) was held
on August 6, 20235, at the Smithfield Township Municipal Center at 1155 Red Fox Rd, East
Stroudsburg, PA 18301, and via Zoom.

Present were Councilors Ken LeSure, Mitch Bowyer, Commissioner James Munet, Supervisor
Robert Lovenheim, and Conservation & Recreation Director Dr. Alex Jackson.

Chairperson Pat Owens and Councilor Eric White were absent.

Also present were Gary Swartz, Todd Dailey, Mike Iovacchini, Frances Schryver, Doug
Schryver, and members of the public.

1. James Munet called the meeting to order at 7:00PM.
2. The Pledge of Allegiance was recited.

3. Election of Officers:
a. Vice Chair.

The Council discussed the position of Vice Chair. James Munet nominated Ken LeSure
for Vice Chairman, Mitch Bowyer seconded. Vote: all in favor; motion carried.

4. Announcement:
a. Vacancy on the Environmental Advisory Council — Accepting Letters of Interest.

The Council stated that the Township was accepting letters of interest. Dr. Alex Jackson
stated that one letter had been received, and he had spoken to two interested individuals.
He said that anyone interested in joining the EAC and who was passionate about
Smithfield Township should submit a letter before August 26, 2025, the date of the next
Supervisors meeting. Dr. Alex Jackson noted that in practice there were now two
vacancies because it was likely the current Chairperson would not be returning.

b. River’s Edge Bike Park Public Meeting — Wednesday, August 27, 2025, at 6:00 p.m.

The Council noted they were announcing this public meeting so that everyone would be
aware. The majority of the Supervisors would be present, and it was part of the River’s
Edge Bike Park Master Site Development Plan. It will be the presentation of the final
plan for approval. Ken LeSure stated he sat on the project committee, and that this was
long overdue and exciting to see what would happen for the River’s Edge Bike Park.

5. Minutes:

a. July 2, 2025 Meeting and July 15, 2025 Regular Meeting. Mitch Bowyer moved to
approve the minutes, and James Munet seconded. Discussion: Mitch Bowyer stated that
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in public comments, issues were brought to the EAC members’ attention, for instance at
the July 15, 2025, meeting, fireworks and noise were mentioned, and noted in those
minutes. The Council discussed how noise and fireworks would fall under ordinances and
that the EAC did not have enforcement power over ordinances, as they were advisory.

Robert Lovenheim stated that Smithfield Township had a good complaint system and that
things were now getting done, unlike in the past. Mitch Bowyer stated that the fireworks
ordinance had not been updated since Pennsylvania legalized fireworks sales, and a
discussion on fireworks ensued. Mitch Bowyer said he wanted to see how the public
could receive feedback on the issues they brought up at public meetings and suggested
having a stack of complaint forms available for attendees, which led to a discussion on
complaints and enforcement. Vote: All in favor; motion carried.

6. New Business:

a. Discuss: Recommendation on Data Center Ordinance Update.

Dr. Alex Jackson explained that the Council had received a copy of a draft ordinance,
which was an update to a section of the Township Zoning Ordinance. The ordinance had
been discussed at multiple Supervisor meetings and also sent to the Planning
Commission. He noted that the EAC could send a letter of recommendation to the Board
of Supervisors if they chose to, and he suggested reviewing the entire ordinance to form
an informed recommendation.

Mitch Bowyer stated the ordinance made it more difficult to get approval for a data
center within Smithfield Township and said it was now a conditional use in the Economic
Development District. Robert Lovenheim said he thought this was a vast improvement
from where things were before, and Mitch Bowyer agreed. James Munet noted that the
U.S. President and Federal Reserve had weighed in and that money had been allocated to
Pennsylvania to build data centers. He stated that the key factor was their high electricity
use, and there had been mention that they should bring their own power so as not to tax
the grid. A discussion ensued on power sources for data centers.

Ken LeSure asked what the general need for data centers was, pointing out the issues
with warehouses, and an escrow account for decommissioning data centers when
abandoned was discussed. Ken LeSure emphasized the impact on the watershed, and the
Council discussed the evolving technology of data centers.

Mitch Bowyer commented that the Township’s Comprehensive Plan emphasized
preserving the rural character of Smithfield Township, which applied to data centers. This
led to another discussion on water usage by data centers and the criteria in the draft
ordinance. The Council agreed by consensus to table this item until the August 19, 2025
meeting, when a recommendation would be made.
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b. Discuss: Fall Pick Up the Poconos.

Dr. Alex Jackson noted that the EAC had an opportunity to take the lead on a “Pick Up
the Poconos” style event in the fall and gave Fawn Road as an example. The Council and
volunteers from the public would spend a few hours cleaning up. A discussion ensued on
garbage along Fawn Road and Mount Nebo Road. It was noted that some help would be
needed, which led to a lengthy discussion about trash pickup. Dr. Jackson proposed
October 11, 2025 with October 18, 2025 as a rain date, and suggested a start time of
11:00 a.m. or 1:00 p.m. James Munet motioned to do a cleanup for Fawn Road, followed
by Mount Nebo Road, seconded by Robert Lovenheim.

Discussion: The Council noted that some heavier equipment might be needed for some of
the trash and Mitch Bowyer asked if the EAC would be the sponsor and how the event
would be coordinated. Ken and Mitch volunteered. Vote: all in favor; motion carried.

¢. Hikes with the Environmental Advisory Council.

The Council discussed the possibility of the EAC leading quarterly educational hikes on a
Saturday or Sunday at a reasonable hour within the vicinity of Smithfield Township in
places with 2+ mile loops. A discussion followed on who would lead the hikes, aiming
for one by the end of September and definitely before Thanksgiving. Robert Lovenheim
mentioned that he hiked with members of the public, and the Council discussed
continuing that practice. Ken LeSure motioned to move forward with this in a systematic
way and schedule a trial hike in September, James Munet seconded.

Discussion: Mitch Bowyer said he wanted to hike somewhere he didn’t normally go, such
as Godfrey’s Ridge. A discussion followed on this 2+ mile hike. He suggested picking
areas that were less commonly visited, but Ken LeSure noted that if they wanted to
involve residents, the hike should be within the township. Gary Swartz said he might
offer public access to his land for a hike but was unsure. The Council noted that they
would need to look into this. Vote: All in favor; motion carried.

7. Council Member Comment.

a. Robert Lovenheim commented on building heights and questioned whether Smithfield
should consider density. He stated that the Supervisors support open space, but
development could be concentrated in specific areas. A discussion followed on density,
which was clarified to mean that dense development should be limited to specific
commercial areas while the rest remained open space. James Munet asked about central
water, and it was clarified that it already extended along Milford Road and State Route
209 - areas that were most appropriate for such development. The Council agreed to add
this item to the next agenda. Robert Lovenheim suggested discussing this since the EAC
could explore conceptual topics.
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Mitch Bowyer said he wanted feedback from the Supervisors on EAC recommendations.
Dr. Alex Jackson clarified that the last recommendations would be addressed at the
August 26, 2025 meeting. Mitch Bowyer said he wanted to add a new agenda item for
formal feedback. Ken LeSure said Robert Lovenheim was their liaison. Robert
Lovenheim stated that the EAC’s purpose was to give the Supervisors suggestions and
ideas. Mitch Bowyers reiterated the need to add this item formally. Dr. Alex Jackson
noted that Pat Owens, as Chairperson, used to provide feedback during her agenda time,
but now that things had changed, it made sense to include this as a new item.

James Munet asked about the previous recommendation on bike paths, which led to a
discussion on whether the density topic should be included. Robert Lovenheim said they
first needed to establish a direction and figure out how the EAC could generate ideas and
push appropriate ones to the Supervisors and Planning Commission, describing the EAC
as an "idea factory."

8. Public Comment:

a.

Francis Schryver commented on blight, motels, and short stays, stating that the Township
should study existing blight. The Council acknowledged it was a difficult situation and
discussed what types of businesses the Township should encourage, leading to a lengthy
conversation on commercial zoning.

Todd Dailey commented that in Texas, a derelict mall was being forced to either be fixed
or demolished, and a state senator was leading the effort. He said higher-level elected
officials could help. He also noted that Smithfield Township lacked an ordinance
requiring property maintenance and referenced an auto body shop on Franklin Hill Road
with hundreds of cars, which he considered an eyesore.

Gary Swartz, a charter member of the first EAC in Smithfield Township, said it was nice
to see the group continue. He recognized Dr. Alex Jackson, Robert Lovenheim, and Doug
Schryver and his wife, and said it was good to see concerned citizens engaged. He
mentioned the EAC originally had an agricultural focus and discussed community-
supported agriculture. He emphasized keeping the Township rural and said he grew
organic food. The Council asked if he’d consider submitting a letter of interest. Ken
LeSure noted the EAC had been discontinued for a long time and was now renewed.

Mike Lovachinni commented on making complaint forms accessible was a good idea and
suggested a liaison for zoning disputes. He appreciated the data center discussion,
supported the fall cleanup, emphasized safety, supported the hike initiative, and discussed
housing density, ordinances, and community stewardship.

Todd Dailey commented on his family farm and stated that complaint forms were
available from the Township secretary. The Council noted they were also available
online. He said that “the less we have, the better we are,” and emphasized the EAC’s role
in preservation. He expressed concern about trees in waterways and stressed protecting
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open space to avoid becoming a metropolitan area. James Munet mentioned the
importance of maintaining the sewer system. Todd Dailey commented on storm drains
and said repairs had been unsatisfactory.

f, Gary Swartz said that raising the budget might be necessary to which Todd Dailey
reiterated the importance of protecting waterways and open space. The Council discussed
waterways and Dr. Alex Jackson clarified that waterways were complex and required
watershed education. He said one issue could take a long time to explain and discussed
the ecological value of woody material in creeks. It was noted that for sewage education
the Smithfield Sewer Authority met at 1:00 p.m. on the second Monday of each month at
the Smithfield Township Municipal center if anyone wanted to learn more about how our
sewers are maintained.

g. Gary Swartz suggested EAC-sponsored events like movie nights and recommended the

group watch “The Dimming” from geoengineeringwatch.org, which led to a discussion
about the film.

9. Adjournment: There being no other business before the Council, James Munet motioned to
adjourn, Mitch Bowyer seconded. Vote: all in favor; meeting adjourned at 8:17 p.m.

Minutes Recorded by Dr. Alex Jackson

Respectfuily submitted,

4

Maf}leﬂakka
Township Secretary
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