SMITHFIELD

TOWNSHIP ENVIRONMENTAL ADVISORY COUNCIL
MEETING - JULY 2, 2025, AT 7:00PM

A Meeting of the Smithfie
on July 2, 2025, at the Sm
Stroudsburg, PA 18301, a

Present were Councilors P
Conservation & Recreatio

Supervisor Robert Lovenh
1.
2.

Chair Pat Owens call
The Pledge of Allegia
Minutes:

a. Ken LeSure reques

Reports
a. EAC Chairperson

moved to accept thi
favor, motion carri

Pat Owens mentior
recapped how 2024
pleased and expres

Id Township Environment Advisory Council (the “Council”) was held

ithfield Township Municipal Center at 1155 Red Fox Rd, East
nd via Zoom.

at Owens, Eric White, Ken LeSure, Commissioner James Munet, and
n Director Dr. Alex Jackson.

eim and Councilor Mitch Bowyer were absent.
ed the meeting to order at 7:09PM.

nce was recited.

ted that the word “lead” on page 2 be corrected to “led.”” James Munet

€ minutes with that correction, seconded by Pat Owens. Vote: all in
ed.

’s Report.

led her previous report to the Supervisors on the annual report and
was largely an educational year. She reported the Supervisors were
sed that they wanted the EAC to focus on actionable items,

emphasizing the importance of specificity. Pat Owens then asked Dr. Alex Jackson, who

mentioned that the
EAC members; the
bordered the river,

River of the Year festival had been a success and noted bumping into
re was a good turnout. Pat Owens stated that most of the Township
which represented a significant responsibility, which led to a

discussion on comnunity events, where Dr. Alex Jackson noted that the next event would
be the Trunk or Tregat on October 25, 2025.

Pat Owens discussed the vacancy on the Environmental Advisory Council. Council

Members agreed th

e vacancy needed to be filled by someone who resided in the

Township. Dr. Alex Jackson mentioned that Township boards often allowed for alternate

members who coul

1 step in to fill quorum and vote, but that the current EAC ordinance

only allowed for ngn-voting members. He suggested that the ordinance could be revised
to allow for seven full members and up to two alternate members who could vote when

regular members w
effect in the future
Owens agreed to sp
quorum issues, lead
changes to the EAC

ere absent. The Council asked Dr. Alex Jackson to draft a letter to this

but emphasized that the priority was to fill the seventh seat first. Pat

eak with the Board of Supervisors about the vacancy and recent

ing to a discussion about whether the Supervisors would support such
Ordinance.
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5. Old Business:

a. Discuss: EAC Outreach to Share Concerns & Updates with Residents.

The Council discussed the updated draft of the August newsletter, which focused on
encouraging community collaborative partnerships. Eric White mentioned the public re-
opening of the Hempstead Farm on August 3rd from 12:00 p.m. to 5:00 p.m. The group
discussed attending and adding the event to the agenda for the mid-July EAC meeting. A
summary of the event would be included in the August newsletter as an example of the
type of collaborative partnerships they hoped to foster.

A lengthy discussion ensued on the August 3, 2025 Open Farm event, which included
topics such as building with sustainable materials, homesteading, natural horse hair
plaster, beekeeping, timber framing, stonework, and buildings dating back to the 1800s.

b. Discuss: Official Map Update Recommendation.

The Council discussed the Official Map. James Munet suggested that Exit 307 of [-80
would be eliminated into Stroudsburg, which he believed would change traffic patterns.
He stated that people wouldn’t drive past 307 to 306 to get downtown and instead might
use 309 to find a shortcut. He believed this presented an opportunity for the Township to
preserve its quiet, serene character while concentrating growth in specific areas to avoid
impacting residents’ backyards and to maintain control over development. He concluded
by emphasizing the importance of community gatherings.

Dr. Alex Jackson discussed pedestrian ways on the Official Map, describing it as a non-
committal planning tool that aligned with the recreational nature of Monroe County. He
encouraged the Council to take it seriously from a long-term planning perspective.

The Council discussed the Official Map process. Dr. Alex Jackson noted it would require
public meetings and referenced a draft letter to the Supervisors, which led to a discussion
on the controversy surrounding the Official Map when it was first adopted in 2013. Dr.
Alex Jackson outlined potential sources of controversy and emphasized that
misconceptions had contributed heavily to past concerns. The Council agreed on the need
for a detailed review of the 2013 ordinance and the hearing transcript to clarify these
misconceptions and reinforce the Map as a planning tool.

Ken LeSure motioned to table the recommendation until the EAC had reviewed the 2013
ordinance and transcript, James Munet seconded. Discussion: James Munet suggested the
documents be emailed to the EAC. Vote: all in favor; motion carried.

6. New Business:
a. None.

7. Council Member Comment.
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Ken LeSure suggested| that the Historical Society may have more information about the
Hempstead Farm propgrty and noted that awards and grant funding are available.

8. Public Comment:
a. None.

9. Adjournment: There peing no other business before the Council, James Munet motioned to
adjourn, Eric White seconded. Vote: all in favor; meeting adjourned at 7:53 p.m.

Minutes Recorded by Dr. Alex Jackson

Respectfully submitted;

-
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Township Secretary
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