SMITHFIELD TOWNSHIP BOARD OF SUPERVISORS
REGULAR MEETING — JUNE 24, 2025, AT 6:00PM

A Regular Meeting of the Smithfield Township Board of Supervisors was held on June 24, 2025,
at the Smithfield Township Municipal Center at 1155 Red Fox Rd, East Stroudsburg, PA 18301,
and via Zoom.

Present are Supervisors Jacob Pride, Robert Lovenheim (via Zoom), and Michael Albert,
Solicitor Ronold Karasek (via Zoom), Engineer Missy Hutchison, Conservation & Recreation
Director Alex Jackson, and Township Manager Julia Heilakka.

Also present are Martha Carbone (via Zoom), Brett Cartwright, Shakearra Hatchett, Debbie
Kulick, Cathy Kulesza, Peter Luck, Jay Morales, JoAnn Norris (via Zoom), Pat Owens, Vicky
Ozgun, Ed Regina, Tim Snow, Charlie Stecker, Jean Turn, Marguerite Vecchio, and Tara
Vecchio-Freeman.

1.
2.
3.

Chair Jacob Pride calls the meeting to order at 6:03PM.
The Pledge of Allegiance is recited.

Announcements

a. The Board held an Executive Session today from 5:00PM to 5:47PM to discuss
litigation regarding the Back 9MX and Vecchio cases.

b. The upcoming Zoning Hearing Board meeting is July 7, 2025 at 7:00PM.
Minutes:

a. None.
Bills & Obligations:

a. Ratify: $37,057.50 (General Fund: $37,057.50).

b. Consider: 6/24/2025 — $112,343.99 (General Fund: $106,602.64, Escrow Fund:
$5,378.35, Capital Improvement Grant Fund: $363.00).

Michael Albert motions to approve the bills, Robert Lovenheim seconds. Michael Albert
discusses bills for ACR, Wilmington Trust, and park staff. Vote: all in favor; motion carries.

Reports:

a. Solicitor’s Report. Ron Karasek was present for two depositions in the M. Manor
Holdings/Back 9MX case today and will be present for two tomorrow. He 1s working
on answers for discovery and reviewed the parks and recreation rules update.

b. Engineer’s Report. Missy Hutchison completed reviews for multiple land
development plans and a minor subdivision.
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Township Manager’s Report. None.

Environmental Advisory Council Report. Pat Owens submitted the EAC’s annual
report to the Township. They are establishing a monthly newsletter article.

I-80/SR 611 Report. None.

Supervisors’ Comments. None.

7. Old Business:

a.

Consider: Land Development Waiver re: 361 East Brown St, LLC. Michael
Albert requested this be on the agenda because the Board received new information
on costs for the drainage and parking plan, Robert Lovenheim motions to waive the
land development for 361 Brown St. because the development is less than 5,000 sq ft
and the building permit was issued by Base Engineering, Michael Albert seconds.
Missy Hutchison states a waiver will exempt the applicant from providing a plan, but
the applicant still needs to comply with the stormwater ordinance. Michael Albert
states a drainage plan is not generally required for a development this small, and no
extra parking is proposed. Vote: all in favor; motion carries.

Discuss: Parks & Recreation Regulations Update. Alex Jackson made changes per
Ron Karasek’s memo and discusses park fees, special event permits, no overnight
camping, no unregistered vehicles, group leaders, and facility rental agreements. Ron
Karasek suggests outlining specific criteria so other organizations may secure a fee
waiver. Jacob Pride suggests this may be akin to renting fields at other parks; the
Board will circle back to this discussion. Alex Jackson discusses prohibiting smoking,
keeping pets under control, prohibiting fireworks, and a provision for artifacts.

The Board discusses formal agreements for field and park usage by outside
organizations. Michael Albert discusses wording for waiving fees if a formal
agreement is in place. Pat Owens suggests ensuring ADA vehicles like motorized
scooters are allowed. Alex Jackson states this update allows the Township to appoint
constables and other individuals to enforce park regulations.

Discuss: Lighting Ordinance Update. Alternate Solicitor Bob Kidwell reviewed the
draft lighting ordinance and wrote a memo, which demonstrates there is sound legal
footing to adopt a standalone ordinance. The Board will advertise this ordinance as a
zoning amendment.

Alex Jackson discusses the Light Control Officer position, training protocols,
enforcement procedures, and appeal criteria. The Board decides to keep the standard
compliance period at thirty days. Alex Jackson discusses training for Light Control
Officers. Michael Albert confirms the Codes Enforcement Officer is already
designated as a Light Control Officer.
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8. New Business

a.

Consider: Approve Consent Agenda.

i.  Consider: Ratify Agreement Re: Wetlands Presence/Absence with Penn's Trail
Environmental, LLC.

ii.  Consider: Authorize Advertisement of Self Storage Facility Ordinance.

Robert L.ovenheim motions to approve the consent agenda, Michael Albert seconds.
The wetlands study relates to the NPDES permit for Waterfront Park. JoAnn Norris
and Vicky Ozgun ask about the study. Pat Owens states the EAC was not informed.
Michael Albert states the EAC does not determine if wetlands exist on a property.
Missy Hutchison states updates to Waterfront Park have exceeded one acre of
disturbance. Tim Snow asks if park amenities would be removed. Zak Klaptosky asks
if this is corrective action. Missy Hutchison replies it is not corrective action.

Marguerite Vecchio asks about statues. Julia Heilakka states the statues are not
located where MCCD thinks wetlands may exist. Vicky Ozgun asks if this study
should have been done before. Jacob Pride replies this is a new requirement and the
Township is moving forward correctly. Vote: all in favor; motion carries.

Discuss: Commercial Use of Parks — Pocono Daytripper. Peter Luck, owner of the
Pocono Daytripper, is a Monroe County resident and business owner. His business
offers a historic tour. He would like to offer Marshalls Falls as a stop because the
park is ADA accessible to the falls, but cannot afford the entry cost of $10 per person
for non-county residents. The Board discusses drafting a formal agreement.

Marguerite Vecchio states people were swimming in the Brodhead Creek yesterday.
Jacob Pride states the Township called the police and removed the individuals. Peter
Luck states people swim at Marshalls Falls too.

Charlie Stecker asks about the fee structure for out-of-county visitors and states the
Daytipper staff clean up garbage as they travel. He thanks the Board for quickly
reacting to the excessive trash problems at Minisink Park last year.

9. Public Comments:

a.

Tim Snow confirms the Wellness Center plan was worked on. Missy Hutchison states
the applicant resubmitted plans.

Shakearra Hatchett expresses concern regarding her neighbor’s dogs. They are not
properly cared for and have broken out multiple times. She is concerned for her safety
and is not getting enough sleep because the dogs bark constantly. She has called the
police and spoken with the dog warden. Michael Albert discusses how the Township
may approach this situation, through ordinances for dogs or running a business in a
residential area, and that the new Zoning Officer should review this case again. Vicky
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Ozgun asks about registering dogs with the County, and pursuing action against the
owner if the dogs aren’t registered. Jacob Pride states registration occurs with the
Treasurer’s Office, and the Township cannot enforce Treasurer’s Office regulations.

¢. Zak Klaptosky states he heard something about a constable. Michael Albert states the
Township uses a constable to patrol parks, can use any elected constable, and has not
used the current candidate for Smithfield Township.

10. Adjournment: There being no other business before the Board, Michael Albert motions to
adjourn, Jacob Pride seconds. Vote: all in favor; meeting adjourned at 7:18PM.

=

Minutes Recorded by Julia Heilakka

Respectﬁlll’gksﬁbnﬁted, -

Julia\Hgilakka < -
Township Secretary



