SMITHFIELD TOWNSHIP BOARD OF SUPERVISORS
REGULAR MEETING - JULY 8§, 2025, AT 6:00PM

A Regular Meeting of the Smithfield Township Board of Supervisors was held on July 8, 2025,
at the Smithfield Township Municipal Center at 1155 Red Fox Rd, East Stroudsburg, PA 18301,
and via Zoom.

Present are Supervisors Jacob Pride, Robert Lovenheim (via Zoom, arrives at 6:07PM), and
Michael Albert, Solicitor Ronold Karasek, Engineer Jon Tresslar, Conservation & Recreation
Director Alex Jackson, and Township Manager Julia Heilakka.

Also present are Tammy Booth, Martha Carbone, Brett Cartwright, Cathy Kulesza, Debbie
Kulick, Tara Mezzanotte, Vicky Ozgun, Ed Regina, Tim Snow, Lynn Schwarz, Jean Turn,
Marguerite Vecchio, and Tara Vecchio-Freeman.

1. Chair Jacob Pride calls the meeting to order at 6:04PM.
2. The Pledge of Allegiance is recited.
3. Announcements:

a. The Board held an executive session today from 5:36PM to 5:57PM for litigation
regarding the Back 9MX and Vecchio cases, and Township security concerns.

4. Minutes:
a. May 27,2025 Regular Meeting.
b. June 10, 2025 Regular Meeting.

Michael Albert motions to approve the minutes from the May 27, 2025 and June 10, 2025
meetings with a change to June 10™ minutes, where item 9f should refer to the constable as a
candidate for clarification, Jacob Pride seconds. Vote: all in favor; motion carries.

5. Bills & Obligations: $102,517.14.
a. Ratify: $45,449.89 (General Fund: $45,449.89).

b. Consider: 7/8/2025 — $57,067.25 (General Fund: $50,481.70, Escrow Fund:
$6,516.33, Capital Improvement Grant Fund: $69.22).

Michael Albert motions to approve the bills, Jacob Pride seconds. Michael Albert discusses
Brown & Brown, the Township’s insurance provider. Robert Lovenheim arrives at 6:07PM.
Vote: all in favor; motion carries.

6. Reports:
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Solicitor’s Report. Ron Karasek discusses the M. Manor/Back 9MX litigation,
which has had six depositions and written discovery. He is reviewing expert witness
reports and pretrial memoranda. The Judge will visit the track. Tammy Booth asks if
anyone can attend the Judge’s visit to the track. Jacob Pride replies yes.

Engineer’s Report. Jon Tresslar worked on the master site plan for River’s Edge
Bike Park and Post Office Bridge. He received minor comments from PennDOT for
the bridge, and plans to advertise soon. Michael Albert motions to approve
advertising a bid to fix Post Office Bridge, Jacob Pride seconds. Jon Tresslar
confirms the project will be bid out conventionally, but the submission period will
only be two weeks. Vote: all in favor; motion carries.

Township Manager’s Report. Julia Heilakka spent most of June assisting Attorney
Karasek with M. Manor/Back 9MX litigation requirements. The Township issued
seventeen permits and received five Right-to-Know requests in June, and the new
Administrative Coordinator was hired.

Environmental Advisory Council Report. Alex Jackson discusses an open farm
event on August 3" from 12:00PM — 5:00PM.

I-80/SR 611 Report. Tara Mezzanotte discusses the EXPLORE Act; last month, the
Secretary of the Department of the Interior signed two orders that discuss gateway
communities. The Delaware Water Gap National Recreation Area (DWGNRA) will
have a community liaison responsible for reaching out to the local community. She
also sent an email to PennDOT on June 16% asking questions about the SR 611
project. New Jersey municipalities and congressmen have gone on record asking for a
long-range study for fixing the s-curve on I-80. The study was not in the draft plan,
but the comment period is open.

Supervisors’ Comments. None.

7. 0Old Business:

a.

Discuss: Draft Lighting Ordinance. Alex Jackson discusses the draft lighting
ordinance. Jacob Pride leaves at 6:28PM and returns at 6:30PM. Alex Jackson
discusses feedback from the Board and alternate solicitor Bob Kidwel}. The Board
discusses code enforcement and training for the ordinance.

Michael Albert motions to advertise the ordinance and request formal reviews from
the Planning Commissions, Jacob Pride seconds. Robert Lovenheim is experiencing
connectivity issues, and is present on Zoom but is presumed to have left the meeting.
Vote: all in favor; motion carries.

Discuss: Draft Data Center Ordinance. Alex Jackson compares the Penn Future
model ordinance to the current draft. The Board discusses fencing, height restrictions,
berms, and landscaping buffers. Michael Albert confirms backup generators are an
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accessory use. Jacob Pride states substations aren’t an accessory use. Alex Jackson
discusses huge protections for community water if the data center uses a well, sound
and noise requirements, and a ground vibration study requirement. The Board
discusses building height restrictions.

Alex Jackson states the County did not reply to an informal review request. Jean Turn
discusses a data center in Georgia, which added solar panels to the electrical grid to
offset their electricity needs. The Board discusses electricity offset requirements.

Brett Cartwright asks about provisions for decommissioning data centers and their
utilities. Jacob Pride replies the Township is preempted by the PUC. Ron Karasek and
Jon Tresslar discuss sunsetting provisions and bonds. Michael Albert states this item
is complicated because buildings can be repurposed for other uses.

Vicky Ozgun asks about toxic runoff and utilities. Jacob Pride states the Township
has jurisdiction over stormwater, but DEP and other state agencies are the final
arbiters for environmental concerns and utilities. Ron Karasek states emergency
protocols and fire suppression systems mitigate spills.

8. New Business:

ii.
iii.

iv.

Consider: Approve Consent Agenda.

Consider: Ratify Special Event Permit re: Liberty Tree Ranch 4™ of July
Celebration.

Consider: Hire Jessica Hodge as Administrative Coordinator.

Consider: Ratify Seasonal Parks Employment for Ian Rosario, Megan
Kishbaugh, Connie Hartley, Romeo Durosz, & Ian Hale.

Consider: Decline Interest in Ownership of PennDOT Bridge.

Consider: Approve Right-of-Way Documents for Blue Ridge re: Paper Mill
Rd.

Michael Albert motions to approve the consent agenda, Jacob Pride seconds. Jacob
Pride notes the Right-of-Way documents are still under review, and are subject to the
approval of the Township Engineer. Michael Albert amends his motion to include
conditional approval of item 8av, Jacob Pride amends the second. Michael Albert
asks when the Special Event Permit was received, and Julia Heilakka replies the
afternoon of June 24", Brett Cartwright asks about the old post office building on
Post Office Rd. Julia Heilakka replies the building is privately owned. Brett
Cartwright discusses decommissioning data centers. Vote: all in favor; motion carries.

Consider: Award Bid for Sale of 2006 GMC Truck. Michael Albert motions to
approve the sale, Jacob Pride seconds. Michael Albert states this truck was sold on
Municibid and followed proper procedures. Vote: all in favor; motion carries.
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¢. Consider: Award 2025-6 Materials Bid. Smithfield Township received one bid for
materials from Eureka Stone Quarry, Inc, for approximately $362,480.00. Costs per
ton are as follows: PA2-A Subbase: $14.50, AASHTO #57 stone: $22.00, Superpave
Wearing Course 9.5mm, 0.0-0.3 ESAL: $72.30, Superpave Wearing Course 9.5mm,
Any ESAL: $72.32, Superpave Binder Course 19mm, 0.0-0.3 ESAL: $64.84,
Superpave Binder Course 19mm, Any ESAL: $64.84, Superpave Binder Course
25mm, 0.0-0.3 ESAL: $58.56. Jacob Pride motions to award the bid to Eureka Stone
Quarry, Inc, Michael Albert seconds. Vote: all in favor; motion carries.

d. Discuss: Draft Fence Ordinance. The Board discusses a draft fence ordinance and
whether or not permits should be required; changes must occur to the current
ordinance because fences are currently treated as structures and subject to setbacks.
Tammy Booth discusses the height of fences. Michael Albert clarifies that a fence
under 6ft does not require a permit. Jacob Pride states the IBC regulates permits for
building taller fences. Lynn Schwarz asks about the permit fee. The Board discusses a
fee reduction or elimination for fence permits, considers how to update the ordinance,
and decides to submit the draft ordinance to the Planning Commission for feedback.

¢. Consider: Letter of Support for Fort Hyndshaw National Monument
Designation. Danny Younger, president of Lenape Chapter 12, requested a letter of
support from the Township for a national monument designation. The site is in
DWGNRA. Michael Albert motions to write a letter of support, Jacob Pride seconds.
Vote: all in favor; motion carries.

9. Public Comments: None.
10. Adjournment: There being no other business before the Board, Michael Albert motions to

adjourn, Jacob Pride seconds. Vote: all in favor: meeting adjourned at 7:56PM.

—

MinutesrRecgrded' by Julia Heilakka

—

Respépt_fully submitted,

Ju\iggggaa&a -
Township Secretary




