Environmental Advisory Council (EAC) - 2024 Annual Report

The first meeting was held in March 2024. Officers were elected, Pat Owens as
Chairperson, Brett Cartwright as Vice Chairperson, and Dr. Alex Jackson as Recording
Secretary.

The powers of the Council, as outlined in the founding ordinance, were reviewed. The
Council agreed to shape its activities in accordance with these powers, with particular
emphasis on:

e Open Space Inventory and Environmentally Sensitive Areas

e Identifying township environmental concerns, and

e Promoting community involvement in ecological stewardship.
¢ Education and understanding current zoning and Land use

Educational presentations from subject matter experts were determined to be essential to
the Council’s success. The following presentations were held throughout the year:

o Water Quality and Watersheds, by David Hooker, by Watershed Specialist at the
Monroe County Conservation District

o Sewage Enforcement Officer Role in the Township, by Scott Brown from Hanover
Engineering

e Open Space and Easements, by Kate Raman Conservation Project Manager at
Natural Lands

o Navigating the Township Website, by Jeanie Sanders
e Monroe County Plan for Clean Water, Zoning Map, etc, by Dr. Alex Jackson

e A Community Guide to Local Land Use document from PennFuture, by Dr. Alex
Jackson

o Tour of the Pen Argyl WM Facility, facilitated by Mike Stettler, Executive Director of
Monroe County Waste Authority.

Ongoing Work

Monthly meetings were held, emerging topics were examined through an environmental
protection lens, and in accordance with the Council’s authorized powers.

The EAC provided advice to the Board of Supervisors on several ordinances and ecological
concerns. These included:



e Wetland Zoning boundaries,
e Outdoor lighting,
e Land development proposals.
Other agenda items throughout the year included:
e Discussion on ordinances
e Sewer and wastewater issues and organizations
e Zoning Change Requests, and Subdivision plans
e DirtyFill
e MS-4, Impairment of S*mbo Creek
Environmentally Sensitive Areas Mapping

A big collaborative accomplishment in 2024 was working with the Supervisors to request
technical assistance from the County Planning Commission to generate the
Environmentally Sensitive Areas Map, which is displayed prominently in the Meeting Room
by the Township. This is also one of the Powers of Council under the EAC Ordinance.

Environmental Complaint Form

The EAC worked collaboratively with the Supervisors to create the environmental and water
quality complaint form, which was uploaded on the website for public use in 2024.

Open Space and Project Planning

In Fall of 2024, the EAC established an Open Space Development Subcommittee
consisting of Ken LeSure, Brett Cartwright, and Mitch Bowyer, which worked collaboratively
with the EAC to create a prioritized index of open space parcels, along with a set of criteria
for pursuing land acquisition. This index was finalized and later presented to the Board of
Supervisors in April, 2025.

Additionally, a priority list of environmental issues was developed.
Public Engagement and Education

Effective communication and resident education remain a core focus of the Council.

Various methods of community outreach have been identified and are in the process of
being implemented. The Environmental Advisory Council, like the Board of Supervisors,
entertains public comment throughout their meetings and appreciates all public input.



