SMITHFIELID TOWNSHIP ENVIRONMENTAL ADVISORY COUNCIL
REGULAR MEETING - MAY 20, 2025, AT 7:00PM

A Regular Meeting of th¢ Smithfield Township Environment Advisory Council (the “Council™)

was held on May 20, 2025, at the Smithfield Township Municipal Center at 1155 Red Fox Rd,
East Stroudsburg, PA 18301, and via Zoom.

Present are Councilors Pat Owens, Eric White, Brett Cartwright, Mitch Bowyer, and Ken

LeSure, Commissioner James Munet, Supervisor Robert Lovenheim, and Township Manager
Julia Heilakka.

Also present are Jean Turn, Vicky Ozgun, and Zak Klaptosky.
1. Chair Pat Owens called the meeting to order at 7:00PM.
2. The Pledge of Allegiance was recited.

3. Minutes:

a. May 7, 2025 Regular Meeting. Brett Cartwright motions to accept the minutes, James
Munet seconds. Kien LeSure states he should be listed as present, and his name is
misspelled. Vote: @ll in favor; motion carries.

Mitch Bowyer distusses the agenda follow up from the May 7, 2025 meeting. Robert
Lovenheim suggests the Council concentrate on three projects. Mitch Bowyer asks the
outcome of the list of environmental problems. Pat Owens states the reaction was largely
positive, but the Council will need specificity and an action plan.

Brett Cartwright discusses the need for working harmony and increased communication
with other boards and commissions, wants to discuss data centers and taxes, and wants to
establish a database of topics the Council has discussed. Pat Owens states discussions
should be limited to 3-5 minutes to be mindful of other members.

Mitch Bowyer suggests asking the Board of Supervisors (the “Board”) to conduct a
Quality of Life survey and creating a Buttermilk Falls development committee. Pat
Owens states she did not receive a consensus from the Board. Robert Lovenheim
suggests presenting a specific proposal so the public can easily see the benefit. Mitch
Bowyer suggests the supervisors read the Council’s meeting minutes; he feels they
demonstrate a searing criticism of how the Board communicates with the public.

Ken LeSure states the handbook does not designate the Council as a complaint bureau
and would rather the Council focus on positive township projects. Robert Lovenheim
states the main voting body is the Board; the Council can present recommendations. Pat
Owens suggests th¢ Council have an ombudsman for every project.

4. Reports

a. EAC Chairpersons Report. Pat Owens and Brett Cartwright attended the Board
meeting on May 13, 2025, to present the Council’s priorities and suggest the purchase of
the Buttermilk Fallg property and posting QR codes around the Township.
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5. Old Business:

a. Discuss: Outreach to Share Concerns & Updates with Residents. Eric White created a
list of twelve methods for community outreach: an e-newsletter, social media platforms,
township website, community forums, physical mailing flyers, local newspapers,
community bulletin boards, public meetings/workshops, presence at local events, text
messages, and volunteering at events.

Eric White discusses a possible article for the Township newsletter, which summarizes
what happened at the most recent Council meeting; public education is very important.
He has personally hosted workshops on beekeeping and the importance of understanding
pesticides. Robert Lovenheim suggests this could be done as independent citizens.

Julia Heilakka states members of the Council may post whatever they want online as
independent individuals, but any communication released to the public from the Council
must go through the Township’s official channels. Ken LeSure suggests working in
harmony with the Board, not against them.

Eric White, Ken LeSure, and Brett Cartwright discuss the financial and social
ramifications of creating content such as a Facebook page, newsletter, or website separate
from the Township. Mitch Bowyer suggests the chairperson establishes a time limit for
discussion to keep the meeting moving, a two-paragraph column in the next Township
newsletter, and that the Council should not do anything independent and should be in
tune with the Township.

Eric White motions to establish a column in the Township newsletter, Mitch Bowyer
seconds. Mitch Bowyer discusses whether the Council needs approval from the Board
before establishing the column. Julia Heilakka will coordinate with the Board. Vote: all
in favor; motion carries. Pat Owens will create a draft for the first e-newsletter.

b. Discuss: Official Map Fact Sheet. The Commission discusses why they may want to
consider proposing an update of the official map, which may include updates for
sidewalks, trails, and future park properties. Brett Cartwright suggests presenting this
draft to every board in the Township.

James Munet motions to develop the proposed official map as the comprehensive plan for
Smithfield Township, and as it is built, bring suggestions to the Board so they can make a
final determinations, Mitch Bowyer seconds for purposes of discussion.

Brett Cartwright states he was cut off before making his point. Zak Klaptosky tells Brett
Cartwright to make his [explicative] point. Brett Cartwright tells Zak Klaptosky to not
swear during meetings, and states Zak Klaptosky assaulted him offsite.

Ken LeSure confirms the motion implies that the Council wants to recommend that the
Board adopt an official map. James Munet clarifies the Township already has an official
map, and the Council could suggest streets, trails, parks, and other updates that are
beneficial to the Township.



New Business:
a.
Public Comment:

a.

Adjournment: There

Mitch Bowyer sta
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tes there are specific procedures to amend the official map. Pat Ownes

clarifies that the motion is to make amendments to the official map. Mitch Bowyer

amends the motio
Lovenheim states
Owens, Eric Whi
Cartwright and M

Mitch Bowyer mg
recommendations
outcome would bg
Bowyer and Jame

n to establish a two-person subcommittee for the task. Robert

only the original person who made the motion can amend it. Vote: Pat
e, Ken LeSure, James Munet, and Robert Lovenheim in favor; Brett
itch Bowyer abstain: motion carries.

tions to establish a two-person subcommittee, which would bring

to the Council, Robert Lovenheim seconds. Ken LeSure confirms the
a readable map. The Council decides the subcommittee will be Mitch
5 Munet. Vote: all in favor; motion carries.

Discuss: Volunteer Recruitment. Pat Owens will ask for volunteers in the Council’s e-

newsletter post. Ei
request. Pat Owen|
motion carries.

None.

ric White suggests this item be tabled because of the pending newsletter
s motions to table this item, Mitch Bowyer seconds. Vote: all in favor;

Zak Klaptosky askis to talk to Eric White about caring for goats and why Brett Cartwright
was so confident about the Mountain Manor case. Brett Cartwright states he attended the
Board meeting and asked questions as a private citizen. Zak Klaptosky states he feels the
Council is overstepping in a lot of ways and should mind what they are saying and that
Township videos gre subject to editing. Zak Klaptosky and Brett Cartwright engage in

heated discourse.

being no other business before the Council, Jame Munet motions to

adjourn, Mitch Bowyey seconds. Vote: all in favor; meeting adjourned at 8:35PM.

Minutes Recorded by-Julig Heilakka

Respectfully submitted,

(>
Juliat [.E- ilakka
Township Seeretary






