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Smithfield Township Open Space Criteria & Open Space Clusters

When evaluating open space opportunities, the Township should prioritize
properties based on the following criteria:

« Willing Seller at Appraised Value: Only pursue properties where the
owner is willing to sell at assessed/fair market value.

. Sufficient Acreage: Target properties with a minimum of ~20 acres unless
smaller parcels abut existing parks or open spaces, or have significant
cultural value (e.g., Buttermilk Falls, Twin Falls, or anthropological sites).

. Grant Funding Eligibility: Preference for properties that qualify for state
or federal grant programs such as DCNR or LSA — which will significantly
leverage township resources.

. Freshwater Resources: Prioritize properties containing freshwater features
such as lakes, wetlands, and/or streams.

« Cultural Value: Consider properties with significant historical, cultural, or
community importance such as scenic overlooks, waterfalls or
anthropological sites.

« Accessibility: Properties must be prioritized where they will either connect
to an already existing open space property (regardless of agency) or if direct
connectivity is not possible, ensure large enough acreage, and street frontage
to allow for a future small parking/trailhead area.

To visually aid in this process, the Environmental Advisory Council in 2025 has
developed a flow chart to visualize the criteria and decision-making framework for
acquisitions. (See appendix).



Draft [open space criteria and narrative on clusters]

Open Space Priority Bubbles: Overview

The following narrative summarizes the open space priority bubbles identified
through extensive work conducted from 2019 to 2024 by the Smithfield Township
Open Space Committee and the Smithfield Township Environmental Advisory
Council.

Mount Nebo Park Expansion Complex

Mount Nebo Park is located on the western ridge of the Shawnee Valley. Several
large acreage properties exist to the west within the Marshalls Creek Watershed.
These properties span the ridge and extend down to the Marshalls creek along
Route 209. The properties in this cluster feature steep slopes, some with direct
access to Marshalls Creek, and present a significant opportunity for a hypothetical
expansion of Mount Nebo Park.

The parcels in question offer a combination of direct creek access across Route
209, ridge forests, and some open, old farmland suitable for recreational use. These
characteristics make them highly favorable for acquisition. Prioritizing parcels that
connect directly to Mount Nebo Park should be the first step to establish a
seamless expansion. Once this connection is achieved, expansion efforts can
extend outward to include additional parcels.

It is important to note that some of these parcels were previously included on the
township’s official map, highlighting a longstanding precedent and cultural value
for a desire to expand Mount Nebo Park. Given the parcel size, ecological
significance, and potential for recreational, prioritizing these parcels would
significantly enhance the community.

Upper Marshalls Creek / Marshalls Falls Expansion Complex

The Marshalls Creek Cluster of open space properties in Smithfield Township can
generally be described as encompassing the mountain with exposed ~100 ft bluff
of bedrock to the east of Marshalls Falls Park, extending down along Marshalls
Creek itself, and reaching the eastern end, which consists of large, flat, currently
non-forested areas that extend deep into the residential portions of the township.
This cluster of properties, as identified on the bubble map, holds significant
conservation value due to its direct inclusion of Marshalls Creek—the namesake of
Marshalls Creek Village—and its adjacency to Marshalls Falls Park.
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With direct street frontage, a mostly forested landscape interspersed with large
sections of open land ideal for future recreational opportunities, and parcels of
generally substantial size, the area’s central location from a geospatial perspective
makes it uniquely suited for a hypothetical open space preserve. Such a preserve
would be eligible for matching funds and grants.

The mountain to the east of Marshalls Falls Park offers potential for scenic
viewsheds, enhancing the area's aesthetic and recreational appeal. The properties
within this cluster span both sides of Marshalls Creek Road and include numerous
parcels, some of considerable acreage.

Beyond its ecological significance, the area holds notable cultural value, as
members of the public regard it as a cherished part of the township—possibly even
a township center, also potential anthropological value by the native Minsi and/or
Lenape tribes residing in the area, using the stream, surrounding woods, fields, and
bluff, as a sustaining year-round cultural habitat. Overall, this area has an intrinsic,
palpable, positive energy.

Goffrey's Ridge

This beautiful, unspoiled geographic landmark is visible to residents and travelers
in Delaware Water Gap, along the Gateway of PA. The property contains and has
the Brodhead Gorge, and directly adjacent to County Open Space land. There’s
healthy forest, diverse plant and animal life, and has large enough acreage to
qualify for grants and has road accessibility for a parking area along 611 on the
Delaware Water Gap side of the ridge. This is a unique and majestic parcel of
land, which contains abundant Fly Fishing recreational opportunities, contains a
scenic Overlook, with historical waterfalls created from old hydroelectric dams.

The headwaters of the Little S*mbo Creek

Situated just north of Waterfront Park, encompass approximately 150 acres of
well-preserved boggy wetlands. These wetlands form the vital source waters of
Little S*mbo Creek, which flows downstream to Lake Valhalla contributing to the
water quality of the lake and local groundwater/drinking water wells. This wetland
complex offers significant freshwater value, providing essential ecosystem services
such as water filtration, flood mitigation, and habitat for diverse plant and animal
species.
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In addition to its ecological importance, the cluster holds recreational and
educational potential. Boardwalk trails and interpretive signage, akin to the
Tannersville Cranberry Bog, could significantly benefit local residents and serve as
an outdoor classroom for schools and community groups. Furthermore, depending
on the specific parcels acquired, road access to these properties would allow for a
small parking area to enhance accessibility.

Although these properties do not currently adjoin any already protected land, they
remain highly valuable for conservation. Their close proximity to one another and
collective large acreage create an opportunity to establish a substantial and
contiguous conservation area. Given its alignment with the Pennsylvania
Department of Conservation and Natural Resources (DCNR) funding criteria—
including conservation of vital freshwater resources, promotion of public
recreation, and community engagement—this project is likely to qualify for DCNR
funding.

Shawnee Valley Cluster of Properties

The Shawnee Valley is home to several large-acreage properties that the committee
has identified as top priorities for open space preservation in Smithfield Township.
These lands, though not all containing freshwater resources or directly adjoining
existing open spaces, hold tremendous potential for conservation. Some include
deed-restricted portions of the PRD and could seamlessly integrate into a larger,
ecologically and culturally vital preservation corridor. Situated within a critical
migratory flyway of the Delaware River Valley, these predominantly connected
properties offer a unique opportunity to establish a vast open space and recreational
park that would serve as a sanctuary for wildlife and a haven for community
recreation. Together, they span over 500 acres, representing a rare and invaluable
resource that could enhance the township’s ecological health, cultural heritage, and
outdoor recreation offerings. Their preservation should be a top priority, especially
since they align with the eligibility criteria for DCNR/LSA grant funding,
unlocking the potential for matching funds to make this vision a reality.

Waterfront Park Expansion & Twin Falls
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The 31.24-acre property is located on Twin Falls Road adjacent to Waterfront Park
on Red Fox Road. It contains the culturally significant and easily accessible Twin
Falls on its eastern border, which is located on Twin Falls Road, a short dead-end
roadway. Most of the acreage is not visible from the road, but the Marshalls Creek
portion also contains a wetland with a pond behind the falls.

The property would seem to be a logical extension of the existing public park, with
considerable stream access, a scenic view of the falls and potential for a small
parking area and a hiking trail.

This property was once a multi-generational family farm with roots in the colonial
era. There’s significant cultural and sentimental value for the property, and by
directly abutting Waterfront Park and containing sizable acreage, abundant fresh
water resources, and easy access makes a logical potential expansion of this critical
parkland.

Buttermilk Falls, Upper S*mbo, Lands

Buttermilk Falls has been identified as a top priority for preservation due to its
exceptional cultural significance in Smithfield Township. Located prominently
along Route 209, this property, which features the iconic falls, along with some
adjoining parcels, has the potential to become a centerpiece of the township’s
natural and cultural heritage. Preservation efforts should prioritize acquiring the
falls property first, followed by adjacent lands, while exploring the possibility of
conservation easements for walking trails on neighboring properties that cannot be
purchased outright. Safeguarding this culturally important waterfall is not only a
valuable step in preserving the township’s identity but also an opportunity to create
a lasting legacy for future generations. Its protection should remain a foremost
priority as Smithfield Township advances its open space initiatives. Other properties
exist in the upper Sambo Creek watershed that are directly adjacent to the East
Stroudsburg Water Company property and would make excellent candidates for
acquisition. These may also be eligible for grant funding.
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